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EVENING PRAYER 
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book Evening Prayer, this liturgy recalls  

the Old Testament rhythm of prayer in the morning and the evening:  
 “When you lie down and when you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).  
The liturgy of Evening Prayer, which grows out of the daily devotion of the 

home, has a simple, four-part outline: Service of Light, Psalmody, Readings and 
Responses, and Prayers.  

The Service of Light began as a daily lamp-lighting service at the setting of the sun in the early 
centuries before gas or electric lights. The image of light in the midst of darkness is easily associated 
with Christ who is our light (John 1:9). We look forward to the day when we will no longer need 
lamp nor sun, for the Lord God will be our light (Revelation 22:5).  

Opening Hymn   O God, Our Help in Ages Past               LSB 733 sts. 4-6 

 

 
Opening Words 
P:  The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C:  Amen. 
P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C: to sing praise to Your Name, O Most High; 
P:  to herald Your love in the morning, 
C: Your truth at the close of the day. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
(Silence for reflection on the sins that trouble us). 
Pastor: We begin with me confessing my sin…I confess to God Almighty, before the 

whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 
most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
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C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins.  

P:  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen. 
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins.  

C:  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News.  Amen. 
Holy Gospel                              John 13:5–17 (ESV) 

[The night when Jesus was betrayed, as He gathered with His disciples in the 
Upper Room to celebrate the Passover meal]: 5Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 
7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward 
you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, 
“The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who 
was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say 
to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Gospel           Jesus, Greatest at the Table LSB 446 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: David McCarthy, 1931 
Text: © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Old Testament       Jeremiah 26:8–15 
8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to 

speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold 
of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, 
saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 

10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s 
house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of 
the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to 
all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied 
against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD 
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sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 
13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD 
your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against 
you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right 
to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:   Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of the Day    Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing LSB 847; tune: 417 

 



6 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, You came in humility and weakness to defeat the 

powers of sin, death, and the devil. You became vulnerable to save Your 
vulnerable people. May we in humility, weakness, and vulnerability live in such 
a way as to point to the glory of Kingdom and the hope of eternal life; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Verses for Lent          2 Corinthians 6:2b; Psalm 85:4; 4:6; 37:6; 113:7 
P: Now is the time of God’s favor; 
C: now is the day of salvation. 
P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 
C: that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
P: May Your justice shine like the sun; 
C: and may the poor be lifted up. Amen. 

Sermon  JESUS + JUSTICe in conversation : 
   The Power of Vulnerability       

Jeremiah 26:8–15   
Song of Response   Micah 6:8 
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Confession of Faith                      Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the Church 
P:  Hear my prayer, O Lord;    
C: Listen to my cry. 
P:  Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
P:  In righteousness I shall see You; 
C: When I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
P:   Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that 

we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in You; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.      

C:   Amen. 
P:  Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let 

Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing be 
on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

(Other petitions may be added here) 

P:  Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 
permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to You.  We 
entrust to You the night; we rest in surety, for You are our help, and You neither 
slumber nor sleep.  
C:  Amen. 

(Silence for meditation) 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
P:  Guide us waking, O Lord, 
C: and guard us sleeping, 
P:  That awake we may watch with Christ 
C: and asleep we may rest in peace. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,  
  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.   
C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn   Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed LSB 560 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 
Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Announcements 


