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500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord in celebration of the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517. 
 

“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and 
‘heart.’ It describes a commitment to the truth so strong and so 
deep, it is as if those who share it have a single heart beat. The 

Book of Concord contains documents which Christians from the 
fourth to the 16th century A.D. explained what they believed 

and taught on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. It includes, first, 
the three creeds which originated in the ancient church, the 

Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It contains, secondly, the 
Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 

Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”1 

Preface 
P: In these Last Times and in this old age of the world,  
  what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen, 
C: According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,  
P: He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word— 
  through which alone we receive true salvation— 
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely. 
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith— 
C: a declaration of what we believe— 
P: was prepared from God’s Word— 
C: the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.2 
P: The first and chief article of faith is this:  
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,  
 “was put to death for our trespasses  
 and raised again for our justification.” 
 He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.3 

 
1 Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13. 
2 Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2. 
3 Smalcald Articles, Part II, I, ¶ 1-2,5. 
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Opening Hymn  When You Woke That Thursday Morning  LSB 445 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008, Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950,Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity      
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
P:  Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds: 
C: That there is one God— 
P: One undivided divine essence,  
C: And that this one God is Trinity— 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence. 
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.4 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to 

be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that 
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which 
teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.5 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of 

God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.6 
C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.7  
 
P:  The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,  
  “Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in 

the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn 
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  

C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, 
 without any merit of our own,  
 and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which  
  comforts our consciences terrified by the law,  

 
4 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2. 
5 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
6 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
7 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
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  points us only to the merit of Christ,  
  and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.8 

According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,  
I forgive you your sins  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution LSB 805 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your 

passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and 
blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
8 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and 

teachers are to be evaluated and judged are: 
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,  
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith  
  is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,  
C: but it is God’s gift. 
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as 
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.  
P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,  
C: we have forgiveness of sins,  
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,  
C: and shall be saved eternally.9 
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord. 

Old Testament Reading                              Jeremiah 31:31–34 (ESV) 
31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like the covenant 
that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer 
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
9 Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6. 
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Holy Gospel                                           Luke 22:7–20 (ESV) 
7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for 
us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10He 
said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large upper room furnished; 
prepare it there.” 13And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover. 

14And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. 16For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17And 
he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves. 18For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 19And he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” 
 
P: O Lord, have mercy on us.        
C: Thanks be to God. 

Confession of Faith           Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn of the Day     Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                  LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Sermon  JESUS + JUSTICe in conversation : 
       The Bread of Liberation        

Luke 22:7-20  
Deuteronomy 16:1-3 
“Observe the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, 
for in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by 
night. 2 And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from 
the flock or the herd, at the place that the LORD will choose, to make his 
name dwell there. 3 You shall eat no leavened bread with it. Seven days you 
shall eat it with unleavened bread, the bread of affliction—for you came out 
of the land of Egypt in haste—that all the days of your life you may 
remember the day when you came out of the land of Egypt.” 
  
 
Song of Response   Micah 6:8 

 

Prayers 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  
Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine. The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may 
remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own 
pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that in the Holy Supper 
C: the body and blood of Christ are truly present 
 and that they are truly given and received with the bread and wine.10 
P: It is the Word of God that makes and sets this Sacrament apart.  
  So it is not mere bread and wine, but it is: 
C: The body and blood of Christ.11 
P: And we believe, teach, and confess that  
  we will not receive the Holy Supper to our condemnation, 
C: no matter how weak our faith, 
 as long as we retain a living faith.  

 
10 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 6. 
11 Large Catechism, Part 5, ¶ 10.  
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P: Christ instituted this Supper especially for Christians who are  
  weak in faith but repent of their sins,  
C: to grant us comfort and strengthen our weak faith.12  
P: Let us pray: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  
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12 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 19. 
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Distribution Anthem  In Remembrance of Me                             Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

 They gathered at the table that night long ago. 
And though He would leave them, our Lord love them so. 
At the head of the table He lifted the bread,  
He broke it, He blessed it, and then Jesus said,  
“Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
They gathered at the table and though they were few, 
He’d called them and blessed them for the work they would do. 
He lifted the cup so that each one could see, saying, 
“This is my life’s blood poured out willingly. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
So now we are gathered in much the same way  
As those few who loved Him on that fateful day.  
Jesus laid down His life; can we offer Him less? 
He calls us to come now to kneel and confess. 
“Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
There is grace at the table, and forgiveness is free. 
Do this! Do this in remembrance of me. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Distribution Hymn    What Is This Bread                                   LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we thank You, 

O Lord, that You forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit 
through this Holy Sacrament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 

Stripping of the Altar 
The Lord went out that night with His disciples, singing a hymn.   
But He went out to be betrayed, arrested, and put on trial.   
We remove the altar furnishings in preparation for  
Good Friday’s stark reminder of His death on the cross for us. 
 
 

 

Benediction (Blessing) 
P:  The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ  
  giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness, 

sending you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts  
  and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen.  

You may remain in the sanctuary for silent reflection and prayer, exiting at your own 
pace.  We leave in silence out of remembrance of what Jesus set out to do on this 
night.  You may gather in the Fellowship Hall for conversation.  Pastor Squires will 
come there after all have exited if you were hoping to speak with him tonight. 

 
 

 
 

  



15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us for a Special 
Easter Morning Fellowship Hour 

The Bethel kitchen angels will be busy spreading tablecloths and 
filling flower vases for a special Easter morning Fellowship Hour 
following the worship service. The buffet items will include mini 
quiches, yogurt parfaits, fruit cups, French toast sticks, deviled eggs, 
coffee cakes, muffins, juices, and coffee! Food donations will be 
appreciated. Please see the sign-up board. 
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The Bethel Easter Egg Hunt is Back! 
Come join us on April 16th for the Bethel Easter egg hunt! We will 
meet at church in Fellowship Hall at 10:30 for the hunt, crafts, and 
treats.  Bring a basket or bag to collect all your eggs and come ready to 
have fun!  We look forward to seeing you there.  

 
Yoga in the Fellowship Hall 

Have you tried yoga? Maybe you took classes before Covid? Never 
done it but might try it in a friendly atmosphere? Please join us if you 
can for beginning yoga on Mondays from 11:00 to 11:45am in the 
Fellowship hall. Carla Thompson will lead, talk you through it and even 
modify poses that may be too difficult. Bring your mat or a beach or 
large bath towel. (We have a few mats and blocks and straps to 
borrow.) We promise it will be relaxing and fun.  If you have any 
questions, contact the Bethel office or Carla Thompson. 

 
Pickleball in the Gym 

Have you ever played pickleball? Do you want to try? Every Monday 
from 1:00 to 3:00pm and Thursday from 6:00 to 8:00pm in the Bethel 
gym several Bethel members and their friends get together for some 
friendly pickleball fun! We now have two courts and rotate teams in so 
that everyone gets plenty of exercise! If you have any questions 
contact the Bethel office or Carla Thompson. 


