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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   
                         JIM FRANZ IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER   

 
 CATECHISM SERVICE 

Today’s service uses words from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism  
as it teaches us about the basic elements of the Christian faith. 

Anthem                                       Apple-Red Happiness Cherub Choir 

Opening Hymn                    For All the Faithful Women LSB 855 sts. 1–2, 6, 13, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007, alt. 
Tune: Finnish, 19th cent. 

Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: These words remind us of our baptism.  What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.” 

Baptism Verse               Baptized into Your Name Most Holy          LSB  590 st. 1 
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Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: What is Confession and Absolution? 
C: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 

absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, 
but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

P: Confess and admit your sins to God the Father. 
C: I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most.  My Lord’s name I 

have not honored as I should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let 
his love have its way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those 
whom I have hurt, and those whom I failed to help.  My thoughts and desires have 
been soiled with sin.  I pray You, Almighty God, merciful Father, for the sake of the 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: Do you believe that word of Christ’s forgiveness I speak to you  
  is from the Lord Himself? 
C: I do. 
P: Receive the forgiveness Christ won for you by His Passion, death, and 

resurrection.  By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Absolution Verse                    Jesus Sinners Will Receive LSB 609, stanza 6 
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Greeting, Collect (Prayer of the Day), and Luther’s Morning Prayer   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd 

of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our 
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Anthem                                      Jesus, My Shepherd Junior Choir 

Holy Gospel                             John 10:22–30 (ESV) 
22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 

23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do 
not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and 
the Father are one.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Song of Praise                               We Will Glorify 

Reading from the History of the Early Church                               Acts 20:17–35 (ESV) 
17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to 

come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I 

set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that 
happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to 
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 
21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not 
knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 
every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of 
any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, 
behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 
kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 
the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of 
God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for 
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three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I 
commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to 
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or 
gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities 
and to those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Hymn of the Day                        The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt., Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 
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Sermon   “The Church is Mother of Our Faith”            Acts 20:17-35 

Confession of Faith       3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 
P: What do you believe about the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 

or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with 
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives 
all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the 
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly 
true. 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory                      On My Heart Imprint Your Image  LSB 422 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 
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Prayers 
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and 

that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

P: Therefore, we bring our prayers to You this day, Father. . . 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Words Based on Luther’s Small Catechism 
P:   We have prayed as the Lord has taught us.  
  We have said, “But deliver us from evil.” What does this mean?  
C: We pray that our Father in heaven would rescue us  
 from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation,  
 and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end,  
 and graciously take us to be with Him for eternity. 
P:   The Church concludes the prayer saying, “For Thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.” What does this mean?  
C: This means that I should be certain that  
 these requests are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him;  
 for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. 

Amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn       Children of the Heavenly Father                     LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 

Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden 

 

Announcements 
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Join us for a special Mother’s Day Fellowship 
 after today’s worship service! 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 8 

In-Person Worship(In Gym) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, May 15 
In-Person Worship(In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

Sunday, May 22 
In-Person Worship(In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Sunday School 10:30-11:30AM 

 
Note: Thursday night services will be  

back this summer starting May 26th at 6:30PM. 
 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and 
various other volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and communion. If 
you are interested in volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bethel Mission Statement 
 “Our mission is to help people be disciples; 

lifelong learners and followers of Jesus Christ.” 
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