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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   
MONTE STOLTZMAN IN CELEBRATION OF JAKE’S BIRTHDAY 

THE EPHESIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on words from  

Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Ephesus. 

Opening Hymn     Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice    LSB 556 sts. 1, 4–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation and Opening Words (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed  
  surround you with grace and peace. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P:  God of our Lord Jesus the Anointed, Father of Glory: I call out to You on behalf of 

Your people. Give them minds ready to receive wisdom and revelation so they 
will truly know You.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your truth flood in. Shine Your 

light on the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious 
riches You are preparing as their inheritance.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Let them see the full extent of Your power that is at work in those of us who 

believe, and may it be done according to Your might and power. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Confession (Ephesians 1:3-4,2:1-3) 
P: God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for 

this world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, 
and blameless before Him, not because of anything we have done, but 
because of what He has done for us. But through our foreparents, Adam and 
Eve, and by our own actions, 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
P: You were corpses, dead in life, buried by transgressions, wandering the course of 

this perverse world. You were the offspring of the prince of the power of 
air—Satan—oh, how he owned you, just as he still controls those living in 
disobedience. We were all guilty of falling headlong for the persuasive 
passions of this world; we all have had our fill of indulging the flesh and mind, 
obeying impulses to follow perverse thoughts motivated by dark powers. As a 
result, our natural inclinations led us to be children of wrath, just like the rest 
of humankind. 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
 Lord Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and save us from sin, death, and Satan. 
 Yes, Lord Jesus, be our Savior. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Ephesians 1:5-10) 
P: He destined you to be adopted as His children through the covenant Jesus the 

Anointed inaugurated in His sacrificial life. This was His pleasure and His will 
for us. Ultimately God is the one worthy of praise for showing you His grace; 
He is merciful and marvelous, freely giving you these gifts in His Beloved. 
Visualize this: His blood freely flowing down the cross, setting you free!  

  You are forgiven for your sinful ways by the richness of His grace, which He 
has poured all over you. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thank You, Lord Jesus. 
P: With all wisdom and insight, He has enlightened you to this great mystery of the 

Gospel at the center of His will. With immense pleasure, He laid out His 
intentions through Jesus, a plan that will be fulfilled when the time is right as 
He returns to create order and unity—both in heaven and on earth—when all 
things are brought together under the Anointed’s royal rule on the Last Day.  

C: Thank You, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Response of Praise  (Ephesians 1:7) LSB 686, st. 1a,2b 
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Collects: Prayer of the Day  
 and Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may 

think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join us together in 
unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy temple, 
acceptable to you: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Anthem              Alleluia    Adult Choir 
 Use this time to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. Maintain 

this as meditative time.  

Reading from the History of the Early Church          Acts 16:9–15 (ESV) 
9A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, 

urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10And when Paul had 
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that 
God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the 
following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the 
district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13And 
on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had 
come together. 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her 
heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was baptized, and 
her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Reading from Revelation to St. John                Revelation 21:9–14, 21–27 (ESV) 
9Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of 
the Lamb.” 10And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11having 
the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12It 
had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13on the 
east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west 
three gates. 14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. . . . 

21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single 
pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

22And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24By its light will the nations walk, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25and its gates will never be shut by 
day—and there will be no night there. 26They will bring into it the glory and the honor 
of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise                    Father I Adore You 

 
Holy Gospel                                        John 16:23–33 (ESV) 

23[Jesus said to His apostles on the night when He was betrayed:] “In that day you 
will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my 
name, he will give it to you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and 
you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

25“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I 
will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the 
Father. 26In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the 
Father on your behalf; 27for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me 
and have believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father and have come 
into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

29His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 
speech! 30Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to 
question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31Jesus answered 
them, “Do you now believe? 32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when 
you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not 
alone, for the Father is with me. 33I have said these things to you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
the world.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Confession of Faith (Ephesians 1:15-16,2:8-22) 
P: When I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus that is present in you, our connected 

community gathered in this place, and of your great love for all God’s people, I 
thank Him for you, speaking to Him on your behalf in my prayers. Declare your 
faith now and praise Him with His True Word. 

C:  It is by God’s grace that we have been saved.  
  We receive it through faith. It was not our plan or our effort.  
  It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
  We didn’t earn it, none of us did,  
  so our Creed and Confession of Faith isn’t bragging. 
  We are the product of His hand, His workmanship, His poetry,  
  created in the Anointed Jesus,  
  to accomplish the good works God arranged long ago. 

  God gathered us who were so far away from the Lord  
  and brought us near to Him  
  by the royal blood of our Liberating King. 
  And so we are no longer called outcasts and wanderers  
  but citizens with God’s people, members of God’s holy family,  
  and residents of His household.  
  We are being built on a solid foundation:  
  the message of the prophets and the voices of God’s chosen emissaries  
  with Jesus, the Anointed Himself, the precious cornerstone.  
  The building is joined together stone by stone— 
  all of us chosen and sealed in Him,  
  rising up to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
  In Him we are being built together,  
  creating a sacred dwelling place among us  
  where God can live in the Spirit. Amen. 

Children’s Message  
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Hymn of the Day           Spread the Reign of God the Lord                                     LSB 830 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 
 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 
 

Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 

 
Sermon “How the Lord Leads Will Not Always Be Clear” Acts 16:9-15 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Ephesians 3:20-21)   LSB 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)      

 

New Member Welcome & Confession of Faith    
Today’s Confession asks our new members and all of the congregation to affirm that  
we are Disciples/Followers of Jesus, committed to one another as a gathering of believers. 

P: At Bethel, our mission is to help people be Disciples—life-long learners & 
followers of Jesus Christ.  Discipleship means God awakening Disciples from 
head knowledge of the faith to “heart life”.  Are you a disciple of Jesus? 

C: I am through the grace of God. 
P: As a gathering of disciples, do you trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in 

Jesus according to God's Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology 
according to the Lutheran Confessions, knowing that even if you have trouble 
understanding every teaching, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth? 

C: I do. 
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P: Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held 
accountable in your life as a believer in Jesus?  

C:   I am. 
P:   Do you commit yourself to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith? 
C: I do. 
P:   Will you serve the community around us—God's Kingdom— in partnership with 

this gathering of believers?          
C:   I will. 
P: Will you support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel to those 

who need Jesus? 
C: I will.  I am a disciple of Jesus.   
 We are a gathering of His followers by His grace. Amen. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (Ephesians 3:20-21,6:23-24) 
P: Now to the God who can do so many awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, 

things greater than we ever could ask or imagine through the power at work 
in us. 

C:  To Him be all glory in the Church. 
P: You are brothers and sisters with Christ and with one another. May peace and 

love with faith be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. 
May His grace surround all who love our Lord Jesus the Anointed with a never-
ending love. 

C:  To Him be all glory in our lives. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn              Christ Be My Leader                          LSB 861 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Tune: Irish 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Announcements 
 

 
 

Summer worship schedule begins 
Thursday, May 26 

In-Person Worship in  
 Sanctuary w/Communion – 6:30PM 

Sunday, May 29 
In-Person Worship in  

Sanctuary w/Communion – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 


