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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   
TO THE GLORY OF GOD  

THE EXPLORE GOD LITURGY 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on the themes of  

the Explore God questions (underlined in the liturgy) and related passages from the Bible. 

Opening Hymn  Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord  LSB 935 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877–1949 
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation – Our Purpose is Found in God              Ecclesiastes 2:11, 3:14 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: When we take a good look at everything we’ve done, looking at all the sweat and 

hard work, if we’re honest, we see nothing but smoke. Smoke and spitting 
into the wind. There is nothing to any of it.  

C: Does life have a purpose? 
P: It may seem like life has no purpose when we’re chasing after our own desires. 

But the works of God are wonderful.  
C: They endure forever;  
P: nothing can be added to them,  
C: nothing can be taken away from His works.  
P: God has done them, so we worship Him and find our purpose in Him. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution – In Our Despair, We Find That God is Real 
James 1:6; Jude 20-25 

P: When we see our own sinfulness, we actually might hope that there is no God, 
because we expect that a holy God would condemn our unworthiness. When 
we see the sinfulness of the world, we cannot believe there is a God, because 
how could a holy, loving God allow this world to continue to exist as it is?  

  In despair over this, we ask: 
C: Is God real? 
P: We doubt that God is real, and we are like waves of the sea that are driven and 

tossed by the wind.—But then we hear that the God of the Bible has 
compassion on our struggles of faith. He says: 

C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.” 
P: God the Father encourages us to  
C: build one another up in our most holy faith, 
P: instead of pushing aside those who doubt.—God the Son calls on us to  
C: support one another as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life, 
P: instead of growing impatient with the endless troubles in the world.—God the Holy 

Spirit sends us out to 
C: save those caught in the fire of sin, and show mercy to others 
P: being careful not to be trapped ourselves by their sin. And we know that we 

ourselves need this same rescue assistance from others. 
C: Now to him who is able to keep us from stumbling in our faith and actions,  
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P: and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy,  
C: to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
P: be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,  
C: before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

Song of Praise                         Change My Heart Oh God 
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The Word of God – His Uniquely, Reliable Word                        Psalm 1:2-3 
P: We often may struggle to believe that we have the true words of God. We ask: 
C: Is the Bible reliable? 
P: We acknowledge this struggle, and we admit that we’ll never find an adequate 

answer to all of our questions. Yet, the Bible reveals a unique God who brings 
salvation to us by grace—as a pure gift. No other spiritual book in the world 
teaches about divine mysteries like this. The hope and love and comfort that 
come from knowing salvation is a gift from God leads us to say: 

C: My delight is in the Word of the LORD. 
 I am like a tree planted by streams of water,  
 bearing fresh fruit every month, 
 Never dropping a leaf, 
     always in blossom. 
P: Hear now this life-giving Word of God. 

Series Reading        Genesis 17:1–10, 15–16 (GOD’S WORD translation) 
When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to him. He said to Abram, “I 

am God Almighty. Live in my presence with integrity. 2 I will give you my promise, and 
I will give you very many descendants.” 3 Immediately, Abram bowed with his face 
touching the ground, and again God spoke to him, 4 “My promise is still with you. You 
will become the father of many nations. 5 So your name will no longer be Abram 
[Exalted Father], but Abraham [Father of Many] because I have made you a father of 
many nations. 6 I will give you many descendants. Many nations and kings will come 
from you. 7 I will make my promise to you and your descendants for generations to 
come as an everlasting promise. I will be your God and the God of your descendants. 
8 I am also giving this land where you are living—all of Canaan—to you and your 
descendants as your permanent possession. And I will be your God.” 

9 God also said to Abraham, “You and your descendants in generations to come 
are to be faithful to my promise. 10 This is how you are to be faithful to my promise: 
Every male among you is to be circumcised.” 

15 God said to Abraham, “Don’t call your wife by the name Sarai anymore. Instead, 
her name is Sarah [Princess]. 16 I will bless her, and I will also give you a son by her. I 
will bless her, and she will become a mother of nations, and kings will come from her.” 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 



 

6 

Collect (See.Frame.Engage Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Lord and Father of all, You looked with favor upon Sarai in her 

advanced years, putting on her a new name, Sarah, and with it the promise of 
a child, and many blessings to many nations through her child. Give us a 
youthful hope in the joy of our own new name, being baptized into the 
promised Messiah, that we, too, might be fruitful in Your kingdom, abounding 
in the works of Your Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Word of God – God’s Mission for Whole Wide World                       Isaiah 49:6 
P: When we hear that Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no one 

comes to God the Father except through Him, we find ourselves asking: 
C: Is Christianity too narrow? 
P: But in the Scriptures, we see that God always had in mind to save the whole wide 

world, His entire Creation. He said to His Son, the Messiah, the Christ: “That’s 
too small a thing for You, just to recover and round up the people of Israel.” 

C: God the Father said to our Savior Jesus: 
 “I will make you as a light for the nations, 
  so that my salvation becomes global!” 
P: Hear now the wide-reaching Gospel of God. 

Companion Reading                  John 8:48–59 (ESV) 
48The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 

and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 
Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 
seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he 
will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will 
never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 
prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify 
myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is 
our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not 
know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your 
father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the 
Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 
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58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they 
picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 
 
Hymn of the Day       Baptized into Your Name Most Holy                    LSB 590 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
 

 



 

8 

Sermon   “Choosing Names”        Genesis 17:1-10,15-16 

 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory    Jesus Loves Me   LSB 588 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     
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Prayers of the Church – Praying to God Who Knows Our Suffering    
Psalm 13:1-2,5; 1 Peter 5:7 

P: We come before God with our prayers—thanksgivings, rejoicing, and praises, but 
also our pains and sufferings. Our God is big enough for us to ask: 

C: Why does God allow pain and suffering? 
P: We do not know, but we know God invites us to bring our questions to Him. 
  The Psalmist prayed: “How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? 
C: How long will You hide Your face from me?” 
P: God also invites you to cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. 
C: We have trusted in His steadfast love; 
 Our hearts shall rejoice in His salvation. 
P: Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)        Psalm 103:1-2 
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
C: and all that is within me, 
 bless His holy Name! 
P: Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
C: don’t forget a single blessing,  
 don’t forget His answers to all of my heart’s desires. 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn             Almighty Father, Bless the Word                                      LSB 923 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Thursday, July 21 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

 

Sunday, July 24 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

 

Thursday, July 28 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary 

w/Communion) – 6:30PM 

 

Sunday, July 31 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary 

w/Communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

 
 

Summer services begin May 26th. Contact the office if you have any 
questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various other 
volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and 
communion. If you are interested in volunteering for one of those 
roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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The latest Bethel Directory is now available! Request a digital 
copy by contacting the office at office@bethelgurnee.org or 
there are paper copies in the narthex. 


