BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647
Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Cindy Daluga, Disciple Care Coordinator
Cindy.daluga@bethelgurnee.org

Ben Sanders, Mission Facilitator
office@bethelgurnee.org

Website: www.BethelGurnee.org
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SUE SCHMIDTKE FOR MY LOVING MOTHER, MURIEL, AS SHE CELEBRATES
HER 90TH BIRTHDAY. MANY BLESSINGS AND MUCH LOVE TO YOU, MOM.

GENEROSITY SERVICE

A service celebrating God’s generosity to us—especially in His generous salvation offered as a
gift to us in Jesus Christ. May that generosity transform us.

Opening Hymn

In Holy Conversation

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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LSB 772; tune: 915

Generosity Praises
based on 1 Cor. 2:12; 2 Cor. 9:11; Prov. 11:25; Rom. 12:6,8; James 1:17
P: We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
C: that we may understand what God has freely given us.
P: You will be made rich in every way
C: so that you can be generous on every occasion.
P: A generous person will prosper;
C: The one who refreshes others will also be refreshed.
P: We have different gifts, according to the grace,
the gift of God, given to us. If it is encouraging,
C: let him encourage;
P: if it is contributing to the needs of others,
C: let him give generously;
P: if it is leadership,
C: let him lead diligently;
P: if it is showing mercy,
C: let him do it cheerfully.
P: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
C: coming down from the Father of lights. Amen.
Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
based on Titus 3:3-7
P: Confess—admit your sin before the Lord and before one another.
C: In our sinful condition, we were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
P: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
C: He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done,
P: but because of his mercy.
C: He saved us through the washing of rebirth—
P: Your baptism into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: He saved us through the renewal by the Holy Spirit—
P: The Spirit He poured out on you generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
C: So that, now we are made right in God’s eyes,
P: You are justified by his grace, a free gift to you through God’s generosity. You are
forgiven, made right, justified in the Name of the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Now we inherit all the riches of the kingdom of God as His children.
P: You inherit the gift of the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

Christ the Eternal Lord

LSB 829, st. 1

© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

First Companion Reading
Romans 10:8b–13 (ESV)
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Second Companion Reading
Ephesians 2:11–22 (ESV)
11Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might
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create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him
you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Song of Praise

I Will Call Upon the Lord
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Series Reading
Matthew 15:21–28 (ESV)
21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
22
And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”
23But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your
faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.
P: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
Greeting and Collect (See.Frame.Engage Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. God of the nations, to your table all are invited and in your family no
one is a stranger. Satisfy the hunger of those gathered in this house of prayer,
and mercifully extend to all the peoples on earth the joy of salvation and faith.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
C: Amen.
Hymn of the Day

God Loves Me Dearly
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LSB 392

Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite
Tune: German

Sermon

“Undistorting Names”

Matthew 15:21-28

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering Preface
based on King David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10-14
P: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
P: Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.
C: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things.
P: In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.
C: Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.
P: But who are we that we should be able to give as generously as this?
C: Everything comes from you,
and we have given you only what comes from your hand. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Offertory

Take My Life and Let it Be

LSB 783 sts. 1, 4, 6

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing
from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.
 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in
starting with the outside wall towards the center.
 Once you have received the elements, you may remain
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper & Lord’s Prayer
LSB 290, 203, & others
P: I will go to the altar of God,
C: to God, my exceeding joy.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: Since we are gathered to receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, and in His
incredible generosity shown to us in the death of His only Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. In perfect love for us Jesus Christ our God and Lord became
incarnate, died, and rose for our sake. He bestows the benefits of His
redeeming work on us as He places His body and blood into our mouths in the
Sacrament of the Altar. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: We pray: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
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Distribution Hymn

Just as I Am, without One Plea

LSB 570

5
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
6
Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and blood. . .and give you peace.
C: Amen.
Generosity Praises
based on Psalm 106:1-5,47-48
P: Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his love endures forever.
P: Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise?
C: Remember us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people,
come to our aid when you save them,
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P: that we may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that we may share in the joy of your nation
C: So we may join your inheritance in giving praise.
P: Save us, O Lord our God,
C: and gather us from the nations,
P: So that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise.
C: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
P: Let all the people say, “Amen! Praise the Lord.”
C: Amen! Praise the Lord.
Benediction
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn
Renew Me, O Eternal Light

LSB 704

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672–1708; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig

Announcements
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday, August 4
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 6:30PM
Sunday, August 7
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Thursday, August 11
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM
Sunday, August 14
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Thursday, August 18
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 6:30PM
Sunday, August 21
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 9AM
Church Picnic at Viking Park 11AM
Thursday, August 25
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM
Sunday, August 28
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 9AM
Fellowship 10-10:30AM
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule.
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at
office@bethelgurnee.org.
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