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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   
TO THE GLORY OF GOD  

NEHEMIAH SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of the book of Nehemiah.   

Opening Hymn                              Rise, Shine, You People LSB 825 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939, alt. 

Tune: Dale Wood, 1934–2003 
Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 



3 

Invocation (Based on selections from Nehemiah 8)  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
L: All the people gathered into the square.  
  And they told Ezra the scribe,  
C: Bring the Book of the Law of Moses, 
 Bring the Word of the Lord to us. 
L: And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, and as he opened it all the 

people stood. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered,  
C: Amen, Amen. 
L: They lifted up their hands.   
  They bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord. 
  This day is holy to our Lord.  
C: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Based on selections from Nehemiah 1) 
P:  O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and 

 steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, 
C:  let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear the prayer of Your servants 

that we now pray before You day and night, confessing the sins we have committed 
against You. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded. 

P: Lord, remember the word that You gave to Your servant Moses, “If you are 
 unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.” 

C: But Lord also remember that You promised: “If you return to Me, even though you 
are outcasts, I will gather you and bring you to the place that I have chosen, to make 
My Name dwell there.”      

P: God has indeed heard your prayers and remembers His promise to gather you again 
to Himself, so that you may dwell with Him for eternity.  By His Holy Spirit, you 
are the Lord’s servants and His people, whom God has redeemed by His great 
power and by His strong hand, by the death and resurrection of His Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen!  Thanks be to God!   
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Song of Praise (Ephesians 3:20-21)   

   

Gathering Theme Reading                                                  Colossians 1:13-20 (ESV) 
13[Jesus Christ, the Son of God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head 
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Series Reading                                                                                  John 17 (VOICE) 

Jesus (lifting His face to the heavens, prayed this way): “Father, My time has come. 
Glorify Your Son, and I will bring You great glory 2-3 because You have given Me total 
authority over humanity. I have come bearing the plentiful gifts of God; and all who 
receive Me will experience everlasting life, a new intimate relationship with You (the 
one True God) and Jesus the Anointed (the One You have sent). 4 I have glorified You 
on earth and fulfilled the mission You set before Me. 

5 “In this moment, Father, fuse Our collective glory and bring Us together as We 
were before creation existed. 6 You have entrusted Me with these men who have 
come out of this corrupt world order. I have told them about Your nature and 
declared Your name to them, and they have held on to Your words and understood 
that these words, 7 like everything else You have given Me, come from You. 8 It is true 
that these men You gave Me have received the words that come from You and not 
only understood them but also believed that You sent Me. 9 I am now making an 
appeal to You on their behalf. This request is not for the entire world; it is for those 
whom You have given to Me because they are Yours. 10 Yours and Mine, Mine and 
Yours, for all that are Mine are Yours. Through them I have been glorified. 

11 “I will no longer be physically present in this world, but they will remain in this 
world. As I return to be with You, holy Father, remain with them through Your 
name, the name You have given Me. May they be one even as We are one. 12 While I 
was physically present with them, I protected them through Your name. I watched 
over them closely; and only one was lost, the one the Scriptures said was the son of 
destruction. 13 Now I am returning to You. I am speaking this prayer here in the 
created cosmos alongside friends and foes so that in hearing it they might be 
consumed with joy. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has despised them 
because they are not products of the world, in the same way that I am not a product 
of the corrupt world order. 15 Do not take them out of this world; protect them from 
the evil one. 

16 “Like Me, they are not products of the corrupt world order. 17 Immerse them in 
the truth, the truth Your voice speaks. 18 In the same way You sent Me into this world, 
I am sending them. 19 It is entirely for their benefit that I have set Myself apart so that 
they may be set apart by truth. 20 I am not asking solely for their benefit; this prayer is 
also for all the believers who will follow them and hear them speak. 21 Father, may 
they all be one as You are in Me and I am in You; may they be in Us, for by this unity 
the world will believe that You sent Me. 
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22 “All the glory You have given to Me, I pass on to them. May that glory unify 
them and make them one as We are one, 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be 
refined so that all will know that You sent Me, and You love them in the same way 
You love Me. 

24 “Father, I long for the time when those You have given Me can join Me in My 
place so they may witness My glory, which comes from You. You have loved Me 
before the foundations of the cosmos were laid. 25 Father, You are just; though this 
corrupt world order does not know You, I do. These followers know that You have 
sent Me. 26 I have told them about Your nature; and I will continue to speak of Your 
name in order that Your love, which was poured out on Me, will be in them. And I will 
also be in them.” 
 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 

Greeting and Collect (See.Frame.Engage Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.    
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  
L: We bind unto ourselves this day 

The strong name of the Trinity, 
By invocation of the same, 
The Three in One and One in Three. 
We bind unto ourselves this day 
The power of God to hold and to lead, 
His eye to watch, His might to stay, 
His ear to hearken to our need. 
The wisdom of our God to teach, 
His hand to guide, his shield to ward, 
The word of God to give us speech, 
His heavenly host to be our guard. 
Christ be with us, Christ before us, 
Christ behind us, Christ deep within us, 
Christ below us, Christ above us, 

Christ at our right hand,  
 Christ at our left hand, 
Christ as we lie down, Christ as we arise, 
Christ as we stand,  
 Christ as we act and engage, 
Christ in our hearts  
  as we think of others, 
 Christ in their hearts toward us, 
Christ in our mouths  
  as we speak of others, 
 Christ in their mouths toward us, 
Christ in our view of the world, 
Christ in our ears  
 as we hear the world’s cries. 

 C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day    O Christ, Who Called the Twelve  LSB 856 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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LCMS Youth Gathering 2022 – Sharing and Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  “Free to Act / Here to Engage”             John 17 
 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 

“In All Things”  
Gathering Theme Song 
 
In all things we see Your face  
All of creation shouts Your praise.  
Together, we join and sing,  
to Jesus Christ the King of kings.  
All the bro-ken—cracked, and shat-ter-ed, 
Loved by God’s amazing grace.  
 
Refrain:  
Oh! Everyone has a way home!  
No one is ever alone, In His amazing love. 
On the cross  
All can be found that was lost.  
Everyone has a way home.  
A-a-a-lle-lu-iah! A-men!  
Let us sing, Praise to the King of kings,  
In All Things!  
 
In the darkness, a world of night, 
illuminated by Your light.  
No evil can overcome  
the power of Jesus Christ the Son!  
All the bro-ken—lost and scat-ter-ed, 
Loved by God's amazing grace! 
Refrain 
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The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to 
talk.  We invite those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and 
receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the 

Elders distribute the wine—with individual 
cups or common cup.  The individual trays 
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center 
aisle to the communion rail, row by row, 
starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you 
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in 
the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, 
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C:   Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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Distribution Hymn   The King of Love My Shepherd Is                     LSB 709 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) from the  
LCMS Youth Gathering 2022 
This heart.  
This life.  
This story.  
Every story.  
Is held by the one who holds all things. 
Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                              Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus LSB 660 

 

 

 

 
Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt. 

Tune: George J. Webb, 1803–87 
 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Thursday, August 18 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, August 21 
In-Person Worship (In Gym  w/Communion) – 9AM 

Church Picnic at Viking Park 11AM 

Thursday, August 25 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, August 28 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Thursday, September1 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, September 4 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Sunday, September 11 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, September 18 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, September 25 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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Please contact Pastor Squires for more 
information. The first Men’s Bible Morning 

will be on Tuesday August 23rd. 
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Bethel’s Annual Church Picnic 
 is this Sunday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us Sunday, August 21st 11:00 a.m. at the Viking 
Park Summer Kitchen in Gurnee. Bring your family, 
bring your friends, no need to be a member! Let’s all 
enjoy a few hours with our Bethel Family. There 
will be games and activities for all ages. Bethel is 
providing the meat, cups, plates, napkins, utensils, 
and drinks! Even if you didn't sign up you can still 
bring a side dish, help run games, set up or clean up! 
Contact the office with any questions and we will see 
you there! 
 


