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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:   
THE MASON FAMILY IN CELEBRATION OF CLAIRE’S BIRTHDAY 

NEHEMIAH SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of the book of Nehemiah.   

Opening Hymn               The Lord, My God, Be Praised LSB 794 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
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Invocation (Based on selections from Nehemiah 8)  
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: All the people gathered into the square.  
  And they told Ezra the scribe,  
C: Bring the Book of the Law of Moses, 
 Bring the Word of the Lord to us. 
P: And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, and as he opened it all the 

people stood. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered,  
C: Amen, Amen. 
P: They lifted up their hands.   
  They bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord. 
  This day is holy to our Lord.  
C: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Based on selections from Nehemiah 1) 
P:  O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and 

 steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, 
C:  let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear the prayer of Your servants 

that we now pray before You day and night, confessing the sins we have committed 
against You. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded. 

P: Lord, remember the word that You gave to Your servant Moses, “If you are 
 unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.” 

C: But Lord also remember that You promised: “If you return to Me, even though you 
are outcasts, I will gather you and bring you to the place that I have chosen, to make 
My Name dwell there.”      

P: God has indeed heard your prayers and remembers His promise to gather you again 
to Himself, so that you may dwell with Him for eternity.  By His Holy Spirit, you 
are the Lord’s servants and His people, whom God has redeemed by His great 
power and by His strong hand, by the death and resurrection of His Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen!  Thanks be to God!   

 



4 

Song of Praise (Ephesians 3:20-21)   

 
Series Reading                                                               2 Corinthians 1:3–11 (ESV) 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves 
are comforted by God. 5For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through 
Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort 
and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience 
when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7Our hope for you is 
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our 
comfort. 

8For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we 
experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we 
despaired of life itself. 9Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. 
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10He 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our 
hope that he will deliver us again. 11You also must help us by prayer, so that many will 
give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise             Praise The Father Praise The Son 
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Companion Reading                                                              John 14:12–27 (ESV) 
[And Jesus said to His disciples]: 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes 

in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, 
because I am going to the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I 
will do it. 

15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself 
to him.” 22Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest 
yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. 
And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 

25“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Greeting and Collect (See.Frame.Engage Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.    
C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  God of all compassion, give to us, Your servants, a special measure of 

compassion and patience as we care for those around us who suffer. As we 
engage and act with Your love towards others, give us comfort in times of 
frustration and distress and give us understanding hearts as we extend our 
hands in acts of mercy. May our caregiving point to You who has given us true 
compassion and consolation through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen. 

Hymn of the Day       There Is a Balm in Gilead                   LSB 749 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: African American spiritual 

 

Sermon  “Engage with Suffering”   2 Corinthians 1:3-11 
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Offering Preface (Based on Nehemiah 9) 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Confession of Faith               Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.— And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
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made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. — And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) from the  
LCMS Youth Gathering 2022 
This heart.  
This life.  
This story.  
Every story.  
Is held by the one who holds all things. 
Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                          When Peace, like a River LSB 763 

 

 

 

 

Text:Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Thursday, August 25 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, August 28 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Thursday, September1 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, September 4 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Sunday, September 11 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, September 18 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, September 25 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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