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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
JIM FRANZ IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY – YEAR 1 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 1 of the Narrative Lectionary 

from the appointed readings from the Old Testament, Acts, and Romans. 

Opening Hymn      Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens                     LSB 589 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–83; (sts. 1–3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 

1993 Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation (based on Genesis 1:1-3) 
P: In the beginning, God created everything:  
C: the heavens above and the earth below.  
P: At first the earth was totally empty,  
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be light. 
P: In the beginning of your life, God created us: 
C: awesomely and wonderfully made.   
P: At first we were without knowledge and hope in God. 
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over our baptism waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be faith. 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
Confession and Absolution  (Exodus 20:2,19:1-3, Psalm 44:26, Galatians 3:13-14) 
P: The Commandments which God gave to His people through Moses  
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God,  
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt,  
 out of the house of slavery. 
P: God reminded them of His love and commitment to them and to us. He said: 
  “You saw how I snatched you from the bonds of slavery and carried you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you will hear My voice, obey 
what I say, and keep My covenant, then you will be My treasured people. You 
will be My kingdom of priests, a nation holy and set apart.” 

C: Yes, He is the Lord our God, 
 who brings us out of slavery to sin. 
 But we have not kept His commandments. 
 We are not holy. 
 Rise up, Lord God;  
 come to our help!  
 Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! Amen. 
P: The Commandments which God gave to us and which we have broken 
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God. 
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P: Hear now this promise which redeems you, buys you back from slavery to sin: 
  The Anointed One, the Liberating King, has redeemed you from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for you. This is what God had in mind all along: the 
blessing He gave to Abraham might extend to all nations through the Anointed 
One, Jesus; and you are the beneficiaries of this promise of the Spirit that 
comes only through faith in your Redeemer. Therefore, in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. He has redeemed us for the sake of His steadfast love. Amen. 

Song of Praise (based on Psalm 44:26 & Exodus 20:2)        TBF 272 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray. God of covenant, you promised Abraham land, descendants, and 

blessing so that he might be a blessing for all. Show us how to honor the 
covenant, so that we might be a blessing to others, announcing Your 
worldwide Gospel to others. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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This Week’s Reading           Genesis 12:1-9 (VOICE) 

One day, the Eternal One called out to Abram. 
 
Eternal One: Abram, get up and go! Leave your country. Leave your relatives and your 

father’s home, and travel to the land I will show you.[a] Don’t worry—I will guide 
you there. 2 I have plans to make a great people from your descendants. And I am 
going to put a special blessing on you and cause your reputation to grow so that 
you will become a blessing and example to others. 3 I will also bless those who bless 
you and further you in your journey, and I’ll trip up those who try to trip you along 
the way. Through your descendants, all of the families of the earth will find their 
blessing in you. 

 

4-5 Without any hesitation, Abram went. He did exactly as the Eternal One asked him 
to do. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. He took with him his wife Sarai, his 
brother’s son Lot, all of their possessions, and all of the persons they had 
acquired for their household while in Haran; and they all set off toward the land of 
Canaan. When they reached Canaan, 6 Abram kept going through it to a sacred place 
called Shechem where the oak of Moreh stood. (At this time, the Canaanite people 
were living on this land, so Abram could not take it as his own.) 7 There the Eternal 
appeared to Abram. 
 
Eternal One: I am going to give this land to your future generations. 
 
So, out of honor and respect, there Abram built an altar table to the Eternal One, who 
had appeared to him and spoken these words of promise. 8 After that, Abram traveled 
on to the hill country east of Bethel, and there he pitched a tent and made a home for 
himself and his family between Bethel in the west and Ai in the east. Here Abram built 
another altar table for the Eternal One, where he called upon the name of the 
Eternal frequently. 9 Then Abram journeyed south toward the Negev region. 
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Note on the Story                     (VOICE) 
Out of all the descendants of Noah, God chooses Abram to have a special relationship 
with Him. He calls Abram to enter into a particular kind of relationship that changes 
the course of his life and the lives of his people forever. God has a plan to rescue the 
world from sin and destruction, and that plan begins with one man. He promises to 
make Abram a great nation, to bless and protect him, and ultimately to bring true 
and lasting blessing to the world through his children. To enter into that promise, 
Abram must do something daring; he must leave everything he knows and put his 
trust in God. Perhaps Abram’s prayer during that time sounded something like the 
later Psalm 121. . . 
Psalm Reading             Psalm 121 (ESV) 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
 From where does my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4Behold, he who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; 
 the LORD is your shade on your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, 
 nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
 he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep 
 your going out and your coming in 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise                                  We Bow Down 
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Confession of Faith (spoken in unison) 
We have come to the mountain of the LORD God,  

that he may teach us his ways  
and that we may walk in his paths.        Isaiah 2:3 
Far be it from us  
that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,   
for it is the LORD our God  
who brought Israel, our forefathers in the faith,  
up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,              Joshua 24:16-17 
And it is the LORD our God  
who sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to us,  
who did those great signs in the sight of all the people  
and now preserves us in His Way. 
We are confident that Jesus is the Prophet,           
and that there is no God who exists in the entire world like the True God.         2 Kings 5:8,15 
Since we have been acquitted and made right through faith,  
we are able to experience true and lasting peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, the Liberating King.  

Jesus leads us into a place of radical grace  
where we are able to celebrate the hope of experiencing God’s glory.  
We also celebrate in seasons of suffering  
because we know that when we suffer we develop endurance,  

and we learn what it means to hope and anticipate God’s goodness.  

And hope will never fail to satisfy our deepest need  
because the Holy Spirit that was given to us  
has flooded our hearts with God’s love. Amen.             Romans 5:1-5 
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Hymn of the Day   The God of Abraham Praise                LSB 798 sts. 1, 4, 6, 9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt. 

Tune: Hebrew 
 

Sermon      “From Where Does My Call Come From?”    
         Genesis 12 & Psalm 121 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Micah 6:8)    
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    

 

  
 

Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  



 

11 

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to 
the communion rail, row by row, starting with the 
front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Romans 8:11,15-17,20-21) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Spirit of the One who resurrected Jesus from the dead  
C: lives inside of us,  
P: so then you can be sure that He who raised Him  
  will cast the light of life into your mortal bodies  
C: through the life-giving power of the Spirit. 
P: The Spirit you have received adopts you and welcomes you into God’s own family.  
  That’s why you may call out to Him, “Abba! Father!”  
C: “Abba! Father!” 
P: You are His children, which means we are His heirs along with the Anointed, 

Jesus, set to inherit everything that is His. If we share His sufferings, we know 
that we will ultimately share in His glory. 

C: “Abba! Father!” 
P: He has placed within you a deep and abiding hope that creation would one day be 

liberated from its slavery to corruption and experience the glorious freedom 
of the children of God. 

C: This hope lives inside of us by His Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Sanctus (based on Romans 8:16)        LSB 504, sts. 1,4; tune: 950 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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First Distribution Hymn        Lord of All Hopefulness   LSB 738 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53, Tune: Irish 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 

2nd  Distribution Hymn   Children of the Heavenly Father                                 LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 

Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden 
 

Post-Communion Prayer (based on Romans 8:23-24)  
P: Let us pray. Eternal One, Father of our Brother Jesus, who sacrificed Himself on the 

cross for our sins and has given us His body and blood for the forgiveness of 
our sins; in this meal we have already tasted the firstfruits of the Spirit, yet we 
are longing for the total redemption of our bodies that comes when our 
adoption as children of God is complete; for we have been saved in this hope 
and for this future. Strengthen us in faith until that day when You redeem us 
and Your whole Creation to the praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we pray. 

C:  Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (based on Acts 10:34-36,43; Romans 1:16-17) 
P: It is clear to us that God doesn’t play favorites,  

  that God accepts every person whatever their culture or ethnic background,  
  that God welcomes all who revere Him and His Way.  

  God sent You a message of peace  
  through Jesus the Anointed—who is King of all people.  
  Receive the forgiveness of sins through His name. 
  In His Good News, God’s restorative justice is revealed. 
C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn            O God, Our Help in Ages Past  LSB 733 sts. 1, 3, 6 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Announcements 
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