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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
Joan & John Blasko IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 32ND ANNIVERSARY 

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord in celebration of the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517. 
“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and ‘heart.’ It 
describes a commitment to the truth so strong and so deep, it is as if 
those who share it have a single heart beat. The Book of Concord 
contains documents which Christians from the fourth to the 16th century 
A.D. explained what they believed and taught on the basis of the Holy 
Scriptures. It includes, first, the three creeds which originated in the 
ancient church, the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It 
contains, secondly, the Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and 
Primacy of the Pope, Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”1 
Preface 
P: In these Last Times and in this old age of the world,  
  what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen, 
C: According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,  
P: He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word— 
  through which alone we receive true salvation— 
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely. 
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith— 
C: a declaration of what we believe— 
P: was prepared from God’s Word— 
C: the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.2 
P: The first and chief article of faith is this:  
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,  
 “was put to death for our trespasses  
 and raised again for our justification.” 
 He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.3 

 
1 Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13. 
2 Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2. 
3 Smalcald Articles, Part II, I, ¶ 1-2,5. 
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Opening Hymn             God Has Spoken by His Prophets   LSB 583 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity      
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
P:  Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds: 
C: That there is one God— 
P: One undivided divine essence,  
C: And that this one God is Trinity— 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence. 
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.4 

 
4 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2. 
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Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to 

be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that 
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which 
teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.5 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of 

God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.6 
C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.7  
P:  The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,  
  “Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in 

the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn 
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  

C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, 
 without any merit of our own,  
 and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which  
  comforts our consciences terrified by the law,  
  points us only to the merit of Christ,  
  and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.8 

According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,  
I forgive you your sins  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

 
5 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
6 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
7 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
8 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution LSB 805 

 

 

 
 

Anthem             He Looked Beyond My Fault  Adult Choir                    
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Amazing grace shall always be my song of praise, 
For it was grace that bought my liberty; 
I do not know just why He came to love me so, 
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 
I shall forever lift mine eyes to Calvary, 
To view the cross where Jesus died for me; 
How marvelous the grace that caught my falling soul. 
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 
How marvelous the grace that caught my falling soul. 
He looked beyond my fault and saw my need. 

Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and 

teachers are to be evaluated and judged are: 
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,  
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith  
  is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,  
C: but it is God’s gift. 
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as 
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.  
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P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,  
C: we have forgiveness of sins,  
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,  
C: and shall be saved eternally.9 
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord. 

This Week’s Reading      2 Samuel 11:1–5,15-17,26–27; 12:1–9,13  (VOICE) 
 In the springtime of the year, the season when most kings took their soldiers 
out to fight, David stayed in Jerusalem and sent Joab out as general in charge of 
David’s men and the whole army of Israel. They destroyed the Ammonites and put 
the city of Rabbah under siege. 
 2 Early one evening, David rose from his bed and was strolling on the palace roof 
when he saw a woman bathing on a roof below his. She was very beautiful. 3 David 
sent someone to find out who the woman was, and the answer came back that she 
was Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite. Uriah was one 
of David’s officers who had gone to war with the rest of David’s troops. 
 4-5 David couldn’t get her off his mind, so he sent messengers to bring Bathsheba to 
him. She came, and they had sexual relations. Soon after she returned home, 
Bathsheba realized she was pregnant, and she sent this news to David. Since their 
encounter occurred just after the purifying bath after her period, her husband Uriah 
could not have been the father. 

David’s Letter: 15 Put Uriah at the front of the battle, in a place where the fighting is 
most intense. Then pull back and leave him in front of the line so that the enemy 
will strike him down and kill him. 

16 After he received this message, Joab laid out his attack plans and assigned Uriah to a 
place where he knew the enemy had put strong warriors. 17 When the warriors of the 
city came out to fight against Joab’s forces, some of David’s servants were killed, and 
Uriah the Hittite was one of them. 
 26 When Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife, heard the news of his death, she went into 
mourning for seven days. 27 When her appointed time of mourning was over, David 
sent for her and brought her into his household. He made her his wife, and in 
time she bore him a son. 
 But the Eternal One was displeased with what David had done. The Eternal One 
sent the prophet Nathan to visit David. Nathan came to him and told him a story. 

 
9 Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6. 
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Nathan: Two men lived in the same city. One was quite rich and the other quite poor; 
2 the rich man’s wealth included livestock with many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor 
man owned only one little ewe lamb. He bought it and raised it in his family, with 
his children, like a pet. It used to eat what little food he had, drink from 
his meager cup, and snuggle against him. It was like a daughter to him. 
 4 Now a traveler came to the city to visit the rich man. To offer a proper welcome, 
the rich man knew he needed to fix a meal, but he did not want to take one of the 
animals from his flocks and herds. So instead he stole the poor man’s ewe lamb and 
had it killed and cooked for his guest. 

 

Nathan stood back, waiting for the king’s verdict. 5 David grew very angry at 
the rich man. It was his royal duty to protect the poor and establish justice. 

David: As the Eternal One lives, the rich man who did this deserves to die. 6 At the 
least, he will restore that lamb four times over because he acted without pity. 

Nathan: 7 You are that man! 
  This is the message of the Eternal God of Israel: “I was the One who anointed 

you to rule over Israel, and I was the One who rescued you from the hand of 
Saul. 8 It was I who gave you Saul’s house, Saul’s wives, and dominion over both 
Israel and Judah; and if that were not enough, I would have given you as much 
again. 

  9 “So why have you despised the word of the Eternal and chosen to do evil in 
His sight? It was you who killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword and stole his wife, 
even though you used the Ammonites to do the dirty work.” 

[Later David wrote a psalm, a song, after Nathan the prophet accused him of infidelity 
with Bathsheba. It’s a confession of sins that we still often use today]. 

David: 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;      Psalm 51:1–9 (ESV) 
  according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
  3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
 6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
   and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.  
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7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

[Back at the time of Nathan confronting David, this is what happened…] 

David (confessing to Nathan): 13 I have sinned against the Eternal One. 
Nathan: Because the Eternal has put away your sin, it will not be your death.  
L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. God of perfection, you give us power and authority, but like David, we 

misuse it. We are more concerned with our own comfort than your 
righteousness and justice. Thank you for loving us, even when we fail. Help us 
to listen to those like Nathan who point out our sin, so that we can confess and 
seek Your forgiveness. Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within 
us, through the death and resurrection of Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
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Song of Praise                          Once Again      
 

 
Confession of Faith           Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn of the Day         “As Surely as I Live,” God Said LSB 614, sts. 1-2,5-8; tune: 580 

 
Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
 

Sermon   “Behold the Man”    2 Samuel 11 & 12  

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Children’s Message 
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Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  
P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: We come together in prayer, 
C: God’s children asking their dear Father. 
P: We praise Him, thank Him, confess sin, and make requests,  
C: always in the Name of Jesus. 
P: When we devote ourselves to prayer, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 

Offertory  (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)   LSB 785, sts. 1&3 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: It is also taught among us that faith in Jesus Christ should produce good fruits and 

good works and that we must do all such good works as God has commanded, 
C: but we should do them for God’s sake and honor, to the praise of His Holy Name.10 
P:  The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ  
  giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness, sending 

you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts  
  and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen.  
Closing Hymn             When I Behold Jesus Christ   LSB 542 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

10 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, VI ¶ 1. 


