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The Reformation  
Five hundred years ago, 32-year-old Martin Luther lived as a 

monk in Wittenberg. He earned his doctorate and soon began 

lecturing on the Psalms and Romans and would eventually 

preach well over 2,000 sermons in the City Church before he 

died in 1546. What began with Luther studying and lecturing on 

Scripture eventually led to an explosion that rocked the Christian 
world and continues to do so. That explosion can be summarized 

by the three “solas” (Latin for alone) — that salvation is free by grace alone (sola gratia), 

apprehended by faith alone (sola fide) and believed from “Scripture alone” (sola Scriptura). 

So what is the Reformation? Lutheran pastor/theologian Hermann Sasse described it as 
an episode in the history of the Church. It is foremost about the Church of Jesus Christ. “All 

[other] attempts to explain the Reformation [fail] . . . because they do not approach the 

Reformation from that point of view from which alone it can be understood—from the point 

of view of the reality of the church.” 

The real story of the Reformation is about the march of the Church of Jesus Christ in the 

face of impossible odds — thirsting for Christ and His means of grace, trusting in the Bible as 

God’s inerrant Word, struggling in places in the world but growing tremendously in others. 

The Lord’s Church is one church— strong in the weakness of Christ, confident of eternal life.1 

TODAY’S LITURGY: 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
This service is compiled from Scripture and the Book of Concord  

in celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation—October 31, 1517. 

“Concordia comes from two Latin words meaning ‘with’ and ‘heart.’ It describes a 

commitment to the truth so strong and so deep, it is as if those who share it have a single 

heart beat. The Book of Concord contains documents which Christians from the fourth to 

the 16th century A.D. explained what they believed and taught on the basis of the Holy 

Scriptures. It includes, first, the three creeds which originated in the ancient church, the 

Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. It contains, secondly, the 

Reformation writings known as the Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg 

Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 

Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.”2 

 
1 Adapated from “Does the Lutheran Reformation Have a Future?” by President Matthew Harrison, www.lcms.org 
2 Introduction/Overview, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions—A Reader’s Edition, pp. 9,13. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
The Blasko Family in CELEBRATION` OF JOHN’S BIRTHDAY 

Preface 
P: In these Last Times and in this old age of the world,  
  what a remarkable favor of Almighty God has arisen, 
C: According to His unspeakable love, patience, and mercy,  
P: He willed that the light of His Gospel and Word— 
  through which alone we receive true salvation— 
C: This Gospel should arise and shine clearly and purely. 
P: Therefore, a brief and concise Confession of faith— 
C: a declaration of what we believe— 
P: was prepared from God’s Word— 
C: the most holy writings of the prophets and apostles.3 
P: The first and chief article of faith is this:  
C: Jesus Christ, our God and Lord,  
 “was put to death for our trespasses  
 and raised again for our justification.” 
 He alone is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” 
 Alleluia. Amen. 
P: On this article of faith rests all that we teach and practice.4 

 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 

Book of Concord quoted (or adapted) from Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions : A Reader’s Edition.  
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Scripture reading taken from / adapted from The Voice Bible.  

Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved. 
Today’s Collect inspired by Martin Luther’s introduction to Proverbs (LW 35.262).  

Cover photo: “Waves Towards Lakeshore”, Interstate 55 Ramps to Lakeshore Drive, Chicago, IL  
© 2021 BiCS Pics. www.bicspics.com 

 
3 Preface to the Christian Book of Concord, ¶ 2. 
4 Smalcald Articles, Part II, I, ¶ 1-2,5. 
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Opening Hymn          Thy Strong Word   LSB 578 sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation and Declaration of the Trinity      

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C:  Amen. 
P:  Our churches teach in accordance with the historic Creeds: 
C: That there is one God— 
P: One undivided divine essence,  
C: And that this one God is Trinity— 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— 
P: Three distinct and coeternal persons of the same divine essence. 
C: And we believe that the Holy Scriptures truly testify to this. Amen.5 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 

P:  We believe, teach, and confess that the distinction between law and Gospel is to 
be kept in the Church with great diligence as a particularly brilliant light, so that 
the Word of God may be divided rightly. The law is a divine doctrine which 
teaches what is right and God-pleasing  

C: and which condemns everything that is sinful and contrary to God’s will.6 
P: Since the fall of Adam all people are conceived and born in sin.  
C: No one by nature is able to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
P: This inborn sickness and hereditary sin condemns and brings the eternal wrath of 

God on all those who are not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit.7 
C: This is the essence of a genuinely Christian life,  
 to acknowledge that we are sinners  
 and to pray for grace. Amen.8  

P:  The crowd at Pentecost—confronted with their sin—they asked the Apostles,  
  “Brothers, what shall we do?” Having heard the condemnation of our sin in 

the Law of God, we find ourselves asking the same question. For this, we turn 
to the Gospel which teaches what we are to believe:  

C: Christ has satisfied and paid for all guilt, 
 without any merit of our own,  
 and has won the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for us. 
 
 

 
5 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, ¶ 1-2. 
6 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 1-2. 
7 Augsburg Confession, II, ¶ 1-2. 
8 Large Catechism, Part V, Exhortation, ¶ 9. 
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P: This Gospel is a comforting and joyful message which  
  comforts our consciences terrified by the law,  
  points us only to the merit of Christ,  
  and raises us up again by the delightful proclamation of God’s grace and favor.9 

According to this Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in His stead,  
I forgive you your sins  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

Response of Thanksgiving for the Absolution  LSB 578 st. 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Formula of Concord, Epitome, V, ¶ 4,6. 
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Anthem   We Have Come This Far by Faith  Adult Choir   
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

We have come this far by faith, gently carried in the arms of love. 
We have come this far with confidence, our hope in God alone. 
And though the road is long, in His strength we carry on. 
We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home. 

A simple childlike faith, a tiny mustard seed can change the world  
   and move a mountain, calm the raging sea, calm the sea. 

Blessed are the ones who trust in Christ the Lord,  
   those who believe in His promises, those who believe in His word, 
   for great is their reward. 

We have come this far by faith, gently carried in the arms of love. 
We have come this far with confidence, our hope in God alone. 
And though the road is long, in His strength we carry on. 
We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home. 
We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home. 

Our Confession of Faith Regarding the Scriptures 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that the only measure to which all doctrines and 

teachers are to be evaluated and judged are: 
C: the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testaments, 
P: As it is written in Psalm 119,  
C: “Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  
P: We believe, teach, and confess that this faith  
  is not a mere knowledge of the stories about Christ,  
C: but it is God’s gift. 
P: By this gift we rightly recognize Christ as 
C: our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel.  
P: We trust that only by His obedience, and by grace,  
C: we have forgiveness of sins,  
P: are regarded as holy and righteous by God the Father,  
C: and shall be saved eternally.10 
P: Hear now the Word of the Lord. 

 
10 Formula of Concord, Epitome, 0, ¶ 1; III, ¶ 6. 
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This Week’s Reading              1 Kings 3 (VOICE) 
[After the kingdom of Israel and Judah was secured under King Solomon, he] 
then arranged a marriage alliance with Pharaoh, Egypt’s king. He married 
Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her to the city of David. He kept her there while 
he constructed his own house and the Eternal One’s temple and completed the 
wall surrounding Jerusalem. 2 However the people were still offering sacrifices at 
the high places because a temple had not been constructed for the Eternal until 
then. 
3 Solomon’s heart belonged to the Eternal. Solomon abided by the same laws as 
his father, David. The only difference was that Solomon offered sacrifices and 
incense at the high places. 4 Solomon went to Gibeon—the great high place—and 
presented 1,000 burnt offerings at the altar. 

Note on the Story                     (VOICE) 
Before Israel united as one nation under David, the countryside was inhabited 
by people who worship other gods. As Solomon prepares to build the temple 
and centralize worship of the one God—the Lord—in one place—Jerusalem—he 
finds it necessary to visit the former shrines of local gods and convert them to 
shrines to God. While this may have worked in the short term by introducing the 
people outside of Jerusalem to the worship practices of the Eternal, those 
shrines, called “high places,” will be the undoing of the entire country. By 
allowing people to worship at local shrines instead of only in Jerusalem, where 
the priests meticulously follow God’s laws, Solomon and future kings are 
opening the door to the blending of God worship and pagan worship. Back to 
the story. . . 
5 The Eternal revealed Himself to Solomon in a dream while he was still in Gibeon. 
Eternal One: Tell me, what is your request of Me? 
Solomon: 6 You have already revealed Your loyal love to my father, David, for he 

lived by Your truth and righteousness and honor during the days of his life. You 
have continued to show this loyal love to him by giving him a son who now 
reigns upon his throne. 7 Eternal One, my God, You have allowed me to serve as 
my father David served, but I am still young and inexperienced. I don’t know 
much about anything, 8 yet I am supposed to lead Your chosen people who are 
innumerable and even uncountable. 9 Please give Your servant a listening heart 
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for judging Your people and for knowing the difference between what is good 
and what is evil. Who is capable of judging Your chosen ones, a great people? 

10 The Lord was delighted by Solomon’s request. 

Eternal One: 11 Since you have asked for wisdom and not for an extended lifetime 
or for personal wealth or for the annihilation of your enemies, since you have 
instead asked for the ability to understand justice, 12 I will honor your request. I 
have planted the deepest human wisdom into your heart. There has never been 
nor will there ever be a man like you. 
13 I have also given you the things for which you have not asked—wealth and an 
honorable reputation. There will be no other kings like you for as long as you 
live. 14 If you live a life devoted to Me, if you remain loyal to My laws and 
commands just as your father David did, then I will add days to your life. 

15 Solomon woke up from his dream. He then returned to Jerusalem and visited 
the Eternal’s covenant chest and presented burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
Then he prepared a great feast for all those who were in his service. 
16 Two prostitutes visited Solomon asking for a judgment. 
First Woman (indicating the other): 17 My lord, [this woman] and I live under the 

same roof. She was in the house when my child was born. 18 Three days after my 
child was born, she had her own child. She and I were alone in the house with 
our newborns. 19 One night her baby died because she lay on it during her 
sleep. 20 She woke up, and after seeing her dead baby, she stole my baby out of 
my arms while I was sleeping and placed her dead baby in my arms. 21 When I 
woke up the next morning to feed my son, I found him dead. When I took a 
closer look at him, I saw that it was not the same child who came from my 
womb. 

Second Woman: 22 She lies! My son is alive, and her son is dead! 
First Woman: She lies! Her son is dead, and my son is alive! 
Solomon: 23 This woman says, “My son is alive, and your son is dead.” The other 

woman says, “My son is alive, and your son is dead.” 24 Bring me a sword. 
25 (receiving a sword) Cut the living child in half, and give each woman one of the 
halves. 

26 The woman who truly was the mother of the living child was overcome with 
compassion and pleaded with the king. 
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First Woman: Please don’t cut the child in half! Just give the whole child to her! 
Please do not kill him! 

Second Woman: Nonsense! The child will belong to neither one of us! Cut him in 
half! 
Solomon: 27 The living child belongs to the first woman. Give the boy to her, and 

do not harm him. She is the true mother. 
28 When the news of the king’s wise judgment spread throughout Israel, they all 
feared him. They respected him because they perceived God’s wisdom in his just 
judgment. 

L: O Lord, have mercy on us.       
C: Thanks be to God. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. God of All Wisdom, You granted Your servant, Solomon, wisdom to 
know that without Your Word and Your works, all is foolishness. You also 
granted wisdom to Martin Luther and the Reformers of the Church, who 
taught this truth again, that we cannot be Your true Church without Your 
Word and Your works. Guide us this day in this same wisdom, to leave behind 
the foolishness of only listening to our own mind and thoughts, and instead, 
cling to Your Word and Your works as the source of the Gospel and our true 
life in You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Song of Praise    Lord I Lift Your Name on High 

Confession of Faith           Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Hymn of the Day         A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   LSB 656 
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Text: tr. Composite, Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

 

 

Sermon  “Wisdom Divided or Wisdom Guided?”        1 Kings 3 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  
P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ.  
P: We devote ourselves to mercy and compassion, 
C: sharing with one another. 
P: We serve the community with love and grace,   
C: as the hands and feet and mouths of Jesus. 
P: When we devote ourselves to mercy, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 
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Offertory  (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)   LSB 785, sts. 1&3 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual 

cups or common cup.  The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 
P: We believe, teach, and confess that in the Holy Supper 
C: the body and blood of Christ are truly present 
 and that they are truly given and received with the bread and wine.11 
P: It is the Word of God that makes and sets this Sacrament apart.  
  So it is not mere bread and wine, but it is: 
C: The body and blood of Christ.12 
P: And we believe, teach, and confess that  
  we will not receive the Holy Supper to our condemnation, 
C: no matter how weak our faith, 
 as long as we retain a living faith.  
P: Christ instituted this Supper especially for Christians who are  
  weak in faith but repent of their sins,  
C: to grant us comfort and strengthen our weak faith.13  
P: Let us pray: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 
bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 

C: Amen. 

 
11 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 6. 
12 Large Catechism, Part 5, ¶ 10.  
13 Formula of Concord, Epitome, VII, ¶ 19. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)  

First Distribution Hymn          By Grace I’m Saved   LSB 566 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
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Second Distribution Hymn  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt., Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Let us pray. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we thank You, 

O Lord, that You forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit 
through this Holy Sacrament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:   Amen. 
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Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: It is also taught among us that faith in Jesus Christ should produce good fruits and 

good works and that we must do all such good works as God has commanded, 
C: but we should do them for God’s sake and honor, to the praise of His Holy Name.14 
P:  The Lord grant you His Fatherly mercy through Jesus Christ  
  giving you forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness, 

sending you His Holy Spirit so that He may rule your hearts  
  and you may serve Him in holiness and thanksgiving. 
C: Amen.  

Closing Hymn         Preserve Your Word, O Savior                       LSB 658 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Andreas Gryphius, 1616–64; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891–1976, alt., Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Announcements 
 

14 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Part I, VI ¶ 1. 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, October 30 

In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, November 6 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, November 13 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, November 20 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 23 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, November 27 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday Advent Service, November 30 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

 
Summer services begin May 26th. Contact the office if you have any 
questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various other 
volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and 
communion. If you are interested in volunteering for one of those 
roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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Senior Pastor of Iglesia Evangelica Luterana San Pablo, in Aurora IL 
 

He will be with us to preach a message on being God’s 
witnesses for the Gospel, as well as, to share stories 
about how Escuela Misionera (School for Missionaries) at 
San Pablo has raised up lay leaders, deaconesses, and 
pastors for God’s Church.  
 

Be with us for worship (9AM) and stay for Bible Study (10:30AM), 
and celebrate how God is at work through our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in Aurora and in Hispanic ministry. 
 

 

Sunday, November 6 
Guest Preacher &   
     Bible Study Leader 

Pastor Alex Merlo 
 

Sunday, November 6 
Guest Preacher &   
     Bible Study Leader 

Pastor Alex Merlo 
 


