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Senior Pastor of Iglesia Evangelica Luterana San Pablo, in Aurora IL 

Pastor Alex has served at San Pablo since 2005 when the Hispanic congregation 
became an official autonomous ministry of our Northern Illinois District of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Pastor Alex graduated from the Hispanic Institute of Theology at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis Missouri and was Ordained to the Holy Ministry in July 
1996. Pastor Alex also serves as a facilitator for NID's Hispanic ministry matters. 
He is married to María Elena Merlo. They have adult three children. 

Responding to the vast need of the Hispanic population to hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in their own language, for the past 17 years, he has passionately 
focused on identifying, raising up, and equipping new lay leaders to serve as 
missionaries for their local congregations and communities through Escuela 
Misionera the School for Missionaries, in which he serves as Director and teacher. 
As a result of this program, six students have been sent to the Center for Hispanic 
Studies at Concordia Seminary St. Louis, graduated, and now are serving as 
pastors in our District.  One deaconess will be graduating next Spring, and two 
students are currently enrolled in 
the vicarage program and serving 
in San Pablo church. This fall 
semester, 13 students are enrolled 
with another two via long distance 
from Mexico. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
THE RAYOS FAMILY IN MEMORY OF GRACE MORELAND AND MATTHEW & PATRICIA KOLLER 

All Saints’ Day (November 1) is a remembrance of those who died in the faith, 
a thanksgiving for the work that the Lord did in their lives, and even an encouragement to 
imitate the courage of those who died for their faith. Holy Communion joins us as “forgiven 
sinners who in the reception of the Lord’s true body and blood are made one with all 
members of the church, all the saints in heaven and on earth, as the Body of Christ.”   

Source: Witness-Mercy-Life Together blog, www.lcms.org 

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS LITURGY 
A traditional order for worship celebrating the Spiritual Gifts  

that the Holy Spirit gives to His people for serving the Church and the world. 

Opening Hymn            For All the Saints   LSB 677 sts. 1–2, 4, 6 
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Invocation (Based on the hymn “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: The gifts Christ freely gives 
  He gives to you and me 
C: To be His Church, His bride, 
     His chosen, saved and free! 
P: Gifts flow from baptism 
  Where He calls us His own; 
C: There He forgives our sins 
 With water and His Word; 
P: The triune God Himself 
      Gives you power to call Him Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution   
P: Lord, whose love through humble service 
  Bore the weight of human need, 
C: Who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
P: We, Your servants, bring the worship 
  Not of voice alone, but heart, 
C: Setting aside for Your purpose 
 Every gift that You impart. 
P:  But we confess unto You, Lord, all our sins and iniquities. We acknowledge how 

we have neglected the gifts you have given to us—our indifference to Your 
Word and our selfishness in not using our spiritual gifts to serve You and 
others, and so we confess before You in prayer: 

C:  Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called me into the work of Your vineyard 
   and lavished upon me Your grace and all manner of spiritual and eternal gifts. Help 

me to live in humility and patience, to hope in Your pure grace and faithfulness, to 
abide in Your house, and to praise and magnify Your glorious grace forever; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P: The gifts of grace and peace 
  From absolution flow; 
C: The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
 For us to trust and know. 

(Based on the hymns “Lord, 
Whose Love through Humble 
Service” LSB 848 & “The Gifts 
Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602, 
along with collects from LSB) 
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P: Forgiveness that we need 
      Is granted to us here; 
C: Blest words that give us life, 
     His words, let us now hear. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.  

Song of Praise                               Glorify Thy Name   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people 

of all times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and 
godly living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys 
You have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                        Revelation 7:2–17 (ESV) 
 2Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal 
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been 
given power to harm earth and sea, 3saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4And I heard 
the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 
512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 
12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
612,000 from the tribe of Asher, 
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 
712,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 
812,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. 
 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen.” 
  
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white 
robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said 
to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
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 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle (New Testament Letter)                           John 3:1–3(ESV) 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure. 
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem          Jerusalem, My Happy Home                  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Jerusalem, my happy home When shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys when shall I see? 
 
O happy harbor of the saints O sweet and pleasant soil! 
In pleasant flowers As nowhere else are seen. 
 
Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there Around my Savior stand, 
And soon my friends in Christ below Will join the glorious band. 
 
Jerusalem, my happy home, Would God I were in thee! 
Would God my woes were at an end Thy joys that I might see! 
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Holy Gospel              Matthew 5:1–12  (ESV) 
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 
 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Hymn of the Day       Alabaré      LSB 799 
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Text (st. 1): tr. Libro de Liturgia y Cántico, 1998; (sts. 2–3): tr. John Ylvisaker, 1937–2017 

Text (sts. ref–1) and tune: Manuel José Alonso; (sts. ref–1): José Pagán, 1916–2009,Text (sts. 2–3) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. ref–1) and tune: © 1979 Manuel José Alonso, José Pagán, and Ediciones Musical PAX, admin. OCP Publications. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Sermon “When God Empowers You, It is For You To Be Sent” 

Confession of Faith from 1 Corinthians 12 & 1 Peter 4 
P: There are varieties of gifts,  
C: but the same Holy Spirit;  
P: and there are varieties of service,  
C: but the same Lord Jesus;  
P: and there are varieties of activities,  
C: but it is the same God the Father who empowers them all in everyone.  
P: To each disciple is given an expression of the Spirit 
C: for the common good.  
P: Just as the body is one and has many parts,  
C: All the members of the body of Christ are one body. 
P: As each of you has received spiritual gifts,  
C: may we use them to serve one another,  
P: as good stewards of God’s varied grace:  
  whoever speaks,  
C: speak as one who speaks the Word of God;  
P: whoever serves,  
C: as one who serves by the strength supplied by God 
P: in order that in everything  
C: God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  
 To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 



10 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: We devote ourselves to generosity, 
C: bringing tithes and offerings to our God. 
P: We are only able to be generous towards the Lord   
C: because of His amazing generosity toward us. 
P: When we devote ourselves to generosity, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory    All Christians Who Have Been Baptized       LSB 596 sts. 1, 6 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   

Preface (Based on 1 Peter 4 and the hymn “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: As you come to Christ,  
C: a living stone rejected by men  
P: but in the sight of God chosen and precious,  
  you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,  
C: to be a holy priesthood,  
P: to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
  You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,  
C: a people for His own possession,  
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P: that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you  
C: out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
P: Once you were not a people,  
C: but now we are God’s people;  
P: once you had not received mercy,  
C: but now we have received mercy. 
P: The gifts are in the feast, 
C: Gifts far more than we see; 
P: Beneath the bread and wine 
C: Is His death on the tree. 
P: His body and His blood 
C: Remove our every sin; 
P: We enter His presence for 
C: His peace, renewed again. 

Sanctus        LSB 599, sts. 1 &6; tune: 634 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
First Distribution Hymn         Holy, Holy, Holy           LSB 507 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 
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14 

Second Distribution Hymn     Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers   LSB 515 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 

Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer (Based on the hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” LSB 497) 
P: Let us pray. Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, with all Your graces now outpoured 

by Your Son’s body and blood, on each believer’s mind and heart; Your fervent 
love to us impart. Lord, by the brightness of Your light, in holy faith Your Church 
unite; from ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue, this to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be 
sung: Alleluia, alleluia! 

C: Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on the hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” LSB 497) 
P: May the holy Light, guide divine, 
  Now cause the Word of life to shine 
  In You, His people, taught to know our God aright 
  And call Him Father with delight. 
  From every error may the Lord keep you free; 
  Let none but Christ your master be 
      That you in living faith abide, 
  In Him, our Lord, with all your might confide. 
  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn       Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship  LSB 949 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926, Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940 

Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, November 6 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, November 13 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Voters Meeting at Noon  

Sunday, November 20 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, November 23 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, November 27 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, November 30 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

 
Summer services begin May 26th. Contact the office if you have any 
questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various other 
volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and 
communion. If you are interested in volunteering for one of those 
roles, please contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 

 


