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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
JIM FRANZ IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER, FATHER, SISTER, BROTHER AND GRANDPARENTS 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY – YEAR 1 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 1 of the Narrative Lectionary from 

the appointed readings from the Old Testament, Acts, and Romans. 

Opening Hymn           Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                                    LSB 901 

 

 

 

 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80 
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Invocation (based on Genesis 1:1-3) 
P: In the beginning, God created everything:  
C: the heavens above and the earth below.  
P: At first the earth was totally empty,  
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be light. 
P: In the beginning of our lives, God created us: 
C: awesomely and wonderfully made.   
P: At first we were without knowledge and hope in God. 
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over our baptism waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be faith. 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  (Exodus 20:2,19:1-3, Psalm 44:26, Galatians 3:13-14) 
P: The Commandments which God gave to His people through Moses  
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God,  
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt,  
 out of the house of slavery. 
P: God reminded them of His love and commitment to them and to us. He said: 
  “You saw how I snatched you from the bonds of slavery and carried you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you will hear My voice, obey what I say, 
and keep My covenant, then you will be My treasured people. You will be My 
kingdom of priests, a nation holy and set apart.” 

C: Yes, He is the Lord our God, 
 who brings us out of slavery to sin. 
 But we have not kept His commandments. 
 We are not holy. 
 Rise up, Lord God;  
 come to our help!  
 Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! Amen. 
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P: The Commandments which God gave to us and which we have broken 
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God. 
P: Hear now this promise which redeems you, buys you back from slavery to sin: 
  The Anointed One, the Liberating King, has redeemed you from the curse of the law 

by becoming a curse for you. This is what God had in mind all along: the blessing He 
gave to Abraham might extend to all nations through the Anointed One, Jesus; and 
you are the beneficiaries of this promise of the Spirit that comes only through faith 
in your Redeemer. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. He has redeemed us for the sake of His steadfast love. Amen. 

Song of Praise (based on Psalm 44:26 & Exodus 20:2)        TBF 272 
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Confession of Faith (spoken in unison) 
We have come to the mountain of the LORD God,  

that he may teach us his ways  
and that we may walk in his paths.        Isaiah 2:3 
Far be it from us  
that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,   
for it is the LORD our God  
who brought Israel, our forefathers in the faith,  
up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,              Joshua 24:16-17 
And it is the LORD our God  
who sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to us,  
who did those great signs in the sight of all the people  
and now preserves us in His Way. 
We are confident that Jesus is the Prophet,           
and that there is no God who exists in the entire world like the True God.          2 Kings 5:8,15 
Since we have been acquitted and made right through faith,  
we are able to experience true and lasting peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, the Liberating King.  

Jesus leads us into a place of radical grace  
where we are able to celebrate the hope of experiencing God’s glory.  
We also celebrate in seasons of suffering  
because we know that when we suffer we develop endurance,  

and we learn what it means to hope and anticipate God’s goodness.  

And hope will never fail to satisfy our deepest need  
because the Holy Spirit that was given to us  
has flooded our hearts with God’s love. Amen.             Romans 5:1-5  
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Anthem  Praise the Lord, Ye Congregation              Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in the lovely firmament of His wondrous power! 
Praise Him with the sound of trumpet, 
With the harp His praises ring; 
Praise Him with the clashing timbrel 
Every voice proclaim Him King: 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in the lovely firmament of His wondrous power! 
Praise Him with the stringed instruments, 
Let the mighty organ play; 
Praise Him with high-sounding cymbals 
Everything with breath now say: 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in His sanctuary at the holy hour; 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
   in the lovely firmament of His wondrous power! 
Praise the Lord, ye congregation,  
Praise ye the Lord! 

Note on the Reading                         (VOICE) 
Hezekiah ascends to the throne as Judah’s king in 715 B.C. He may have served for a time 
as co-regent with his father Ahaz, so when the Assyrian army marches against him and 
issues its demands (apparently in 701 B.C.), Hezekiah has many years of experience. As a 
king of David’s royal line, Hezekiah’s reign is anchored to a promise God made to King 
David hundreds of years earlier. Indeed Judah enjoyed some success, but now all seems 
uncertain. Not long before Hezekiah takes the throne in Jerusalem, Israel, his northern 
neighbor, succumbs to invaders from Assyria. Now more than 20 years later, the 
Assyrians are moving against Jerusalem and her king. With bullying words and 
intimidating tactics, the Rabshakeh (“chief of princes”) tries to force the Judean king to 
surrender Jerusalem and its citizens. 
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This Week’s Reading         Isaiah 36:1-4,6-22, 37:1-7,14-38 (VOICE) 
After Hezekiah had been Judah’s king for 14 years, King Sennacherib of Assyria launched 
an attack against Judah’s fortified cities and conquered them. 2 Sennacherib sent his 
right-hand man (whom they call the Rabshakeh) to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem along with 
an army to intimidate him. The Rabshakeh came from Lachish, formerly a great Judean 
city, and stationed himself along the highway that skirts the field where they launder the 
cloth, near the aqueduct for the upper pool. 3 Three men from Hezekiah’s court came 
down from the palace to meet him there. They were Hilkiah’s son Eliakim, the palace 
administrator; Shebna, the royal secretary; and Asaph’s son Joah, the recorder. 

4 The Rabshakeh told them to relay to Hezekiah these words of Sennacherib, the great 
king of Assyria. 

Rabshakeh: How come you’re so sure of yourself? 5 Your strategy and strength for war 
seem to be limited to diplomacy and empty words. Now that you have rebelled against 
me, who are you really relying on? 6 Take a look! Are you really counting on the help of 
a crushed reed, Egypt, against me? Relying on Egypt is like leaning on a splintering stick 
that ends up jabbing you through the palm. That’s the way Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is 
to everyone who relies on him. 7 Or maybe you’ll tell me, “We are putting our trust in 
the Eternal One our God.” Hah! I don’t think so. Don’t forget that Hezekiah went 
around destroying all His altars and wrecking His places of worship, insisting that 
Judah and Jerusalem must worship before the one altar in Jerusalem. 

8 Come on now. Make a deal with my master, the king of Assyria: I’ll give you 
2,000 horses if you can do your part and deliver the same number of riders. 9 How can 
you repel even the weakest unit in my master’s army when you have to look to Egypt 
for chariots and drivers? 10 And just in case you think that I’m attacking you of my own 
volition, you should know that I am not. Your God, the Eternal, sent me. Your God said 
to me, “Rise up against that land (namely you Judeans), and destroy it.” 

11 Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah appealed to the Rabshakeh. 

Hezekiah’s Men: Please speak to us, your servants, in a language we understand—
Aramaic—not in Judah’s common language, so that the people on the wall who are 
trying to listen in can’t understand. 

Rabshakeh: 12 My, my, my! Do you think that my king sent me here to speak only to your 
king and to you when those people stand just as much to lose as you? Don’t you think 
that these people along the wall should have a chance to hear our negotiations? After 
all, they’ll be reduced with you to eating their own feces and drinking their own urine. 
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13 So the Rabshakeh stood up and spoke even louder in the Judean language so all could 
hear and understand. 

Rabshakeh:  
Hear the words of Great King Sennacherib, king of Assyria, dominator of the world! 

14 “Don’t listen to Hezekiah’s lies. Your king won’t be able to save you. 15 Don’t let 
him convince you to trust the Eternal by saying, ‘The Eternal will surely save us; God 
will spare Jerusalem from the king of Assyria.’ 16 Don’t believe it for a minute.” 
My king, Sennacherib, says, “Make your peace with me. Don’t fight it, but come on out 
and join me. Then each of you will be able to enjoy your home and garden, eat your 
own grapes and figs, and drink the water from your own cistern 17 until I come and 
bring you back to my place. Oh, it’s like yours, to be sure. It has grain for bread and 
vineyards for new wine. 18 Be careful or Hezekiah will deceive you with his empty claim: 
‘The Eternal One will surely save us.’ Look around. We’ve defeated everyone we’ve 
fought—every capital of every country. And did their gods save them? No. 19 Where are 
the gods of Hamath and Arpad, Sepharvaim, or even your sibling to the 
north, Samaria? 20 All of these are fallen—not a god in sight to save them. Do you really 
think you’re so different? Why should the Eternal save Jerusalem from me?” 

21 To their credit, the people didn’t say anything. Hezekiah had commanded them not to 
answer the Rabshakeh, and indeed they just sat there silently. 22 Then the three men who 
had gone for Hezekiah—Hilkiah’s son Eliakim, the palace administrator; Shebna, the royal 
secretary; and Asaph’s son Joah, the recorder—returned to their king. In great 
distress, they tore their clothes and told him everything the Rabshakeh said. 

When King Hezekiah heard the report, he, too, was terribly distressed. He tore his clothes, 
changed into sackcloth, and went to the Eternal’s house. 2 He sent Eliakim, the palace 
administrator, along with Shebna, the royal secretary and some senior priests—who 
were also covered in sackcloth—to fetch Isaiah the prophet (Amoz’s son). 

Hezekiah’s Men (to Isaiah): 3 Hezekiah is terribly upset. The king said, “This is 
a calamitous day. It is marked by anguish, chastisement, and disgrace. Things are as 
desperate for us as for a pregnant woman weakened by labor who cannot deliver the 
baby because she is physically spent from the birth pangs.” 
 4 Hezekiah implores you, Isaiah, “Pray for the remnant that is left here in Jerusalem. 
Maybe the Eternal One your God will notice how blasphemous the Rabshakeh is (on 
orders from his master the Assyrian king) and punish them because of what the living 
God heard him say.” 
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Isaiah: 6 Go back to Hezekiah, your lord and king, and give him these sure words of confidence 
and hope: The Eternal One says, “Don’t let the blasphemous threats delivered by the 
servants of the Assyrian king make you doubtful or afraid. 7 Watch! I am going to trick him, to 
set a spirit against him. Just when he is ready to attack you, he’s going to hear a rumor that 
there are problems back home in Assyria and he will return there. Not only that, but once he’s 
back, he will die by the sword in his own land.” 
14 When Hezekiah got the written message, he read it. Then he took it to the temple, spread 
it out before the Eternal One, 15 and began to pray. 
Hezekiah: 16 Eternal, Commander of heavenly armies, who sits enthroned above the winged 

guardians—You alone are God. Only You are supreme over all the nations and kingdoms of 
the earth. And only You have made the heavens above, the earth below, and everything in 
them. 17 Please, please listen, Eternal One. Attend to us here and now; look and listen. Hear 
all that Sennacherib said, and all that he wrote, to ridicule You, the living God. 18 Eternal 
One, he’s right about how the Assyrian kings have destroyed other nations and taken over 
their lands. 19 And sure, they ruined the gods of those nations, smashed and burned them. 
But those were not real gods, only the product of human hands, shaped of stone and 
wood. That is why they could be destroyed. 20 I implore You, Eternal One our God, help us. 
Save us from the onslaught of these Assyrians. Make it clear to the whole world that You 
alone are the Eternal One, that You alone are God. 
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Song for Hezekiah’s Prayer  He is Exalted  (sing twice) 

21-22 [God sent a response to Hezekiah’s prayer through the mouth of Isaiah—God’s own 
taunt of the Assyrian king.]: 

 
Isaiah: The Eternal, Israel’s God, the God to whom you prayed concerning the Assyrian 

king, has this to say against Sennacherib: 
 

Eternal One:  
 The virgin daughter of Zion, lovely lady that she is, despises you, mocks you. 

The daughter of Jerusalem tosses her head and rejects you. 
23 

    After all, who is the one you’ve taunted and insulted? 
        Who is the one you’ve slandered with untruths, ugly and dismissive? 
    Who is the one you shouted at and looked down upon with your arrogant eyes? 
        None other than the Holy One of Israel! 
24 

    By way of your servants’ mouths, you have blasphemed my Lord. 
        Foolish, foolish Sennacherib. You have boasted, 

 ‘My impressive company of chariots has taken me up the highest mountains, 
        into the far reaches of the Lebanese forests. 
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    I myself felled its greatest cedars, cut down the best of its cypresses. 
        I have been to its highest peak, and claimed its thickest forest. 
25 

    I have dug wells wherever I wished, and drunk my fill of others’ water. 
        I have dried up Egypt’s waterways simply by walking them.’ 

26 
    Ah, Sennacherib, haven’t you heard, don’t you know that long before you arrived, 

        way back in ancient days, I determined all of this? 
    I charted this course long ago, and now I bring it to pass. 
        This is the reason why you turn well-fortified cities into heaps of rubble. 
27 

    Their hapless citizens look on, 
        helpless, shocked, and ashamed. 
    They were temporary and fragile like grass in the field 
        or tender new growth, like grass sprouting on rooftops 
    Blasted by a burning wind before it can grow and become strong. 
28 

    I know everything about you: where you sit, when you come, where you go. 
        And I know your agitation against Me. 
29 

    Because of this agitation, 
        and because your smug sense of security has reached My ears, 
    I will put My hook in your nose and My bit in your mouth, 
        and turn you back on the road you came from. 

[But God also had this assurance for the people of Israel]: 
 

Eternal One: 32 
    A small group of survivors will emerge from Jerusalem, 

        from Zion, the mountain of God’s choosing. 
  [The Assyrian king] will not come into this city. He will not shoot an arrow at it or 

approach it with a shield or build a siege ramp against it to come over its 
walls. 34 Instead he will turn around and go back the way he came. He absolutely will 
not come into this city. 35 I will defend Jerusalem. I will save this city for My sake and 
the sake of David, who reverently served Me. 

 

36 Shortly after that, the special messenger of the Eternal One killed 185,000 Assyrian 
troops. When the morning came, the people could see all the dead bodies strewn around 
the camp. 37 So Sennacherib, king of Assyria, broke camp and went back to live in 
Nineveh, his capital in Assyria. 38 But one day, while he was worshiping his god Nisroch in 
that temple, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer attacked and killed him. 
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Hymn for God Our King        Lead On, O King Eternal        ELW 805 (tune: LSB 487) 
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Hymn of Response   The Day of Resurrection             LSB 478 st. 4 

 

 

 

 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Micah 6:8)    
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    



 

14 

 Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at 
your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers 

to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Romans 8:11,15-17,20-21) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Spirit of the One who resurrected Jesus from the dead  
C: lives inside of us,  
P: so then you can be sure that He who raised Him  
  will cast the light of life into your mortal bodies  
C: through the life-giving power of the Spirit. 
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P: The Spirit you have received adopts you and welcomes you into God’s own family.  
  That’s why you may call out to Him, “Abba! Father!”  
C: “Abba! Father!” 
P: You are His children, which means we are His heirs along with the Anointed, Jesus, 

set to inherit everything that is His. If we share His sufferings, we know that we 
will ultimately share in His glory. 

C: “Abba! Father!” 
P: He has placed within you a deep and abiding hope that creation would one day be 

liberated from its slavery to corruption and experience the glorious freedom of 
the children of God. 

C: This hope lives inside of us by His Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sanctus (based on Romans 8:16)        LSB 504, sts. 1,4; tune: 950 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

First Distribution Hymn Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960, Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Second Distribution Hymn            The Lamb                                                                 LSB 547 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Post-Communion Prayer (based on Romans 8:23-24)  
P: Let us pray. Eternal One, Father of our Brother Jesus, who sacrificed Himself on 

the cross for our sins and has given us His body and blood for the forgiveness 
of our sins; in this meal we have already tasted the firstfruits of the Spirit, yet 
we are longing for the total redemption of our bodies that comes when our 
adoption as children of God is complete; for we have been saved in this hope 
and for this future. Strengthen us in faith until that day when You redeem us 
and Your whole Creation to the praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we pray. 

C:  Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (based on Acts 10:34-36,43; Romans 1:16-17) 
P: It is clear to us that God doesn’t play favorites,  

  that God accepts every person whatever their culture or ethnic background,  
  that God welcomes all who revere Him and His Way.  

  God sent You a message of peace  
  through Jesus the Anointed—who is King of all people.  
  Receive the forgiveness of sins through His name. 
  In His Good News, God’s restorative justice is revealed. 
C: Amen. 
Closing Hymn             Jerusalem, My Happy Home                 LSB 673 sts. 1, 5–6 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt. 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, November 20 

In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, November 23 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, November 27 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, November 30 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 4 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, December 7 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 11 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program 4PM 
 

Summer services begin May 26th. Contact the office if you have any 
questions about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and various other 
volunteers are always needed for in-person worship and communion. If 
you are interested in volunteering for one of those roles, please 
contact the office at office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
Due on Sunday, December 4th 

Orders are being taken for poinsettia plants to decorate our worship 
areas on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The cost for a plant is $11.  

 Name:                           __________________________________________________ 

Phone or E-mail address:               ___________________________________ 

 How many plants ………………………………………………______________ 

 Price…………………………….……………………………………x      ___ $11_ 

 Enclosed Payment……………………………………………..$    ___________     

Make checks payable to “Bethel Altar Guild”, and place clearly 
marked payment in offering or bring to the church office. 

Please place my plant(s)  

 In memory of:          ___        _________________________________________ 

 In appreciation of/to honor:  ___       ______________________________ 

 To the Glory of God  

Poinsettia(s) can be picked up after the Christmas Day worship 
service or that week.  All plants will be red. 


