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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

ADVENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from readings often used for the weeks of Advent,  

the Old Testament prophets who pointed to the first Advent of Jesus, His birth,  
and His Second Advent still to come.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                         based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 
P: “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD. 
C: When He will fulfill the promise He made to all of His people. 
P: In those days and at that time  

the LORD will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David. 
C: That Branch is a son of David.  That Branch is Jesus, the Son of God. 
P: The Branch shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
C: In those days the LORD’s people will be saved  
 and His Church will dwell securely. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness. 
P: What does that name mean? 
C: We, His people, are righteous through His righteousness. 
 We are holy because He makes us holy through His Son. 
P: Let us remember our baptisms, 

  when the Lord became our righteousness… 
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
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Opening Hymn   Prepare the Royal Highway   LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt., Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

Preparation for God’s Word     based on Malachi 3:1-7b  
P: “Behold, I send my messenger  
  and he will prepare the way before me,” says the Lord. 
C: This is John the Baptist who announced that the Messiah is Jesus. 
P: Shall we rejoice that the LORD has sent His messenger, 
  that the Messiah Jesus has come into our midst?  
C: Yes, we shall rejoice; but our sin causes us to fear His coming. 
P: The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
C: But who can endure the day of his coming,  
 and who can stand when he appears?  
 For he is like a refiner’s fire  
 burning away the worthless material in us.   
 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,  

and he will purify us from all our sin.  
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P: And the LORD declares to you today  
that His mercies are new every morning.  He says: 
“I the LORD do not change;  
therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
From the days of your fathers  
you have turned aside from my statutes  
and have not kept them.  
Return to me, and I will return to you,”  
says the LORD of hosts.  
Your LORD has drawn you back to Himself  
through His Son, Jesus. 
You have returned to the LORD  
through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
You have returned and find forgiveness for all of your sins 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: And this is the name by which the Church will be called: 
C: The LORD is our righteousness.  Amen. 

Versicles                        (Advent)  
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Anthem                                           Waiting for a King Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Waiting for a king; when will he come?  
Waiting for a king; God’s holy One. 
Will the world be ready? Is his advent near?  
Waiting for a king; when will he appear? 
 

Waiting for a king; when will he come? 
Waiting for a king; God’s only Son. 
Will the world receive him? Will he stand alone? 
Waiting for a king to come and take his throne. 
 

In the fullness of time the Prince of Peace will come,  
the promised Messiah, God’s chosen One. 

For those who are righteous, hope will be restored. 
Their eyes will be opened, eyes will be opened,  

eyes will be opened, they will know the Lord. 
 

Waiting for a king, ruling in might. 
Waiting for a king to shine in our night. 
Will the world be ready when he comes to stay? 
Waiting for a king; will this be the day? 
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Introduction to Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading 

Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading  Esther 3:8-10, 4:1-17 (VOICE) 

Haman, the High Ranking Official (to the Persian king, Xerxes): 8 All the provinces in 
your kingdom are overrun with one insignificant group of foreigners, people who 
haven’t adopted our customs. Their laws differ from all other peoples’, and they do 
not keep your laws. Therefore it’s not a good idea for you to tolerate them or their 
actions any longer. 9 If it is your wish, sign an order that these people be 
destroyed, and I will bear all the costs. I’ll pay 375 tons of silver directly to those who 
carry out the king’s business in order to relieve the royal treasury of the expense. 
10 Not knowing which group of foreigners was being targeted, [King Xerxes] took his 
signet ring, the symbol of his power and authority, from his finger and passed it to 
Haman (son of Hammedatha, the Agagite), who hated the Jews. 

Mordecai [the Jewish leader and Esther’s uncle] mourned when he found out what had 
happened. He ripped his clothes, put on sackcloth, and wiped ash onto his body. 
Then he went through the city, weeping loudly in anguish. 2 When he came to the 
king’s gate, not far from the palace, he stopped since those wearing sackcloth were 
not permitted to enter it and disrupt the mood of the court. 
3 In the meantime, as word of the king’s decree began to spread throughout all of the 
provinces, terrible distress grew among the Jews. They fasted, wept, and screamed 
out in misery. Like Mordecai, many put on sackcloth and ashes. 
4 Back in Susa, Esther’s maids and eunuchs witnessed Mordecai mourning outside of 
the king’s gate. They went and reported to the queen all that they saw. 

Esther, Queen of Persia: What is wrong? Why is he doing this? It breaks my heart to 
think of him like this. Take these clothes to Mordecai so he can put them on instead 
of wearing sackcloth. 

But when the servants arrived, Mordecai refused to wear the clothes Queen Esther 
had sent. 5 So Esther sent for Hathach, who was one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to 
serve her. 

Esther, Queen of Persia: Hathach, go to Mordecai at once. Find out why he is 
mourning, and report back to me all that he says. 
6 Hathach went to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s 
gate. 7 Mordecai told the queen’s servant everything that had happened and how 
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much money Haman had pledged to place into the royal treasury in exchange for the 
destruction of the Jews. 8 Then he gave Hathach a copy of the order for mass murder 
of the Jews, the same order issued in the city of Susa. 

Mordecai: Show it to Esther. Tell her everything I have told you. Convince her to go 
before her king and plead for his favor, not only for her life, but also for the lives of 
her people. 
9 Hathach returned to Esther and told her everything Mordecai had said. 10 Esther 
ordered Hathach to return to the city gate and reply to Mordecai. 

Esther, Queen of Persia: 11 How am I supposed to see the king? It’s known throughout 
the land, from the greatest of the king’s officials to the common folk who live in the 
provinces, that any person who approaches the king in the inner chamber without 
being invited is sentenced to death. That’s the law! There’s only one exception, and 
that’s if the king were to hold out the gold scepter to that person and spare his or her 
life. It’s been 30 days since the king last summoned me! 
12 Hathach and the other servants took Esther’s response to Mordecai. 

Mordecai: 13 Tell Esther, “Don’t be fooled. Just because you are living inside the king’s 
palace doesn’t mean that you out of all of the Jews will escape the carnage. You must 
go before your king. 14 If you stay silent during this time, deliverance for the Jews will 
come from somewhere, but you, my child, and all of your father’s family will die. And 
who knows? Perhaps you have been made queen for such a time as this.” 
15 Once again, Hathach returned to Queen Esther with Mordecai’s message. In turn she 
sent a reply back to Mordecai. 

Esther, Queen of Persia: Tell Mordecai, 16 “In preparation for my audience with the 
king, do this: gather together all the Jews in Susa, and fast and pray for me. Intercede 
for me. For three days and nights, abstain from all food and drink. My maids and I will 
join you in this time. And after the three days, I will go in to the king and plead my 
people’s case, even though it means breaking the law. And if I die, then I die!” 
17 Mordecai left the king’s gate and put all of Esther’s instructions into action. 

 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Introit (Entrance Verses) for Today      Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon(repeat verse)n: Philippians 4:4 

P: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
C: Rejoice in the Lord always. 
P: Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C: whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
P: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
C: who keeps faith forever; 
P: who executes justice for the oppressed, 
C: who gives food to the hungry. 
P: The LORD sets the prisoners free;  
C: the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
P: The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;  
C: the LORD loves the righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
C: Rejoice in the Lord always. Amen. 

Song of Praise  Emmanuel 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O God, You graced Your servant Queen Esther with the courage, faith, 

and wisdom to leverage her privilege on behalf of her people. Grant that we, too, 
might use the qualities that You have generously bestowed on us for the glory of 
Your mighty name and for the good of Your people, that through Your work in us, 
we may be advocates of the oppressed and defenders of the weak, preserving our 
faith in the great High Priest who intercedes on our behalf, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Hymn of the Day  Creator of the Stars of Night  LSB 351; tune: 344 

 

Sermon   “Using Privilege for the Sake of Justice” Esther 4  
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Confession of Faith                      Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.—I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: As we gather together as God’s people in this place, 
C: We devote ourselves to the fellowship. 
P: One with Jesus Christ, and one with each other, 
C: We devote ourselves to His Church. 
P: When we devote ourselves to the fellowship, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 
 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory   Breathe On Me, Breath of God             UMH 420 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to 
the communion rail, row by row, starting with the 
front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

Preface Verses           Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared         LSB 622 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

First Distribution Hymn        Hark the Glad Sound    LSB 349 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
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Second Distribution Hymn       Once He Came in Blessing                                    LSB 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 

Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          C:   Amen. 
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Versicles                        (Advent)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction          based on Micah 5:2-5a 

P: Jesus shall stand and shepherd his flock  
 in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And you, His flock, shall dwell secure,  
 for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
 And He shall be your peace. 
 The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless you and always watch over you.     

C:  Amen.  
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Closing Hymn   O Bless the Lord, My Soul                  LSB 814, sts. 1-2,5-6 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 

 

Announcements 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, December 7 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 11 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program 4PM 

Wednesday, December 14  

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 18 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 


