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VESPERS 
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book, “vespers” is a Latin word meaning 
“evening.” Originally one of eight daily offices prayed during the Middle Ages, 
Vespers was retained at the time of the Reformation as one of two chief daily 
services, the other being Matins (Morning Prayer).  “Sunset marks the end of 
the day and also the beginning of the next day so that the days roll on without interruption.  The 
hours of darkness are experienced as a time of waiting and watching…the unknown, isolation, 
fear, death, night…but also stillness, rest, peace, and promise.  In Christ, the grave is transformed 
into the morning of new and unending life” (quotes from Journey into the Heart of God). 

Opening Hymn       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338; tune: 700  
 

 



 

3 

Opening Words 
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 
  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: Praise to You, O Christ,  
C: King who comes to save us. 

Psalm Reading (Responsive)             Psalm 27:1,3,14 (ESV, alt.) 
P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
C: The LORD is our light and our salvation; 
P: Be not afraid. 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
C: The LORD is our light and our salvation; 
P: Be not afraid. 
  3 Though an army encamp against me, 
C: my heart shall not fear; 
P: though war arise against me, 
C: my heart shall not fear; 
P: 14 Wait for the LORD; 
  be strong, and let your heart take courage; be not afraid. 
C:   We will wait for the LORD! 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
P: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
C: The LORD is our light and our salvation; 
P: Be not afraid. 
C: Amen. 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have compassion on our weakness. 

Put far from us all worry and fearfulness that, having confessed our sins and 
commending ourselves to Your gracious mercy, we may, when night shall 
come, commit ourselves, our work, and all we love into Your keeping, 
receiving from You the gift of quiet sleep; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

“Be Not Afraid” in the Old Testament 
(See Handout) 

Tonight’s Poem by Tanner Olson  
(See Handout) 

“Be Not Afraid” in the New Testament       
(See Handout) 

Responsory           LSB 230 
P: Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord,  
  when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P: In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
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Hymn of the Day     Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding       LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
 

Sermon       “Be Not Afraid: God’s Refrain” 

           

 

 

Offering 

Offertory Prayer 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

C:   Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church 
P: Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P: Merciful Father, whose guiding hand has brought us to the completion of this 

day, we humbly pray You to stay with us and shelter us in quiet hours of this 
night that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this passing 
world, may rest in Your changeless peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Eternal God, the hours both of day and night are Yours, and to You the darkness is 

no threat. Be present, we pray, with those who labor in these hours of night, 
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others. Grant them 
diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service, courage in danger, and 
competence in emergencies. Help them to meet the needs of other with 
confidence and compassion; Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 

permitted to give and to receive. The day is now past, and we commit it to 
You. We entrust to You the night and rest in Your peace, for You are our help, 
and You neither slumber nor sleep. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Let us pray together. 
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
(Silence for meditation) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C:   Amen. 

Closing Hymn               Abide with Me                    LSB 878 sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
 

  Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Wednesday, December 14  

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 18 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Wednesday, December 21 
In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Saturday, December 24 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, December 25 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 10AM 

Sunday, January 1 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 10AM 

 
 

Contact the office if you have any questions 
about the schedule. Ushers, Readers, and 
various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you 
are interested in volunteering for one of 
those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
 


