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THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Matthew’s Gospel. 

Matthew is the focus of Year A Gospel readings in the Lectionary.   

Opening Hymn           O Come, O Come, Emmanuel             LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 3–5 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
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Invocation (Based on Matthew 11:28-30) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Jesus says, “Come to Me all who are weary, and I will give You rest. 
  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me. 
  For I am gentle and lowly in heart.” 
C: For You have promised we will find rest for our souls.  
P: For His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  (Matthew 22:34-40;19:16-26;18:13-14,19-20;20:28) 
P: When asked “Teacher, what is the great commandment in the Law?”, Jesus said, 
C: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
 and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
 And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
P: Jesus said, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 
C: This brings us sorrow, Lord, 
 Because we treasure many things which are not focused on You. 
 Who then can be saved? 
P: Jesus declares, “With people this is impossible, 
  but with God all things are possible.” 
  He rejoices more over finding one lost sheep than over the ninety-nine that 

never went astray. It is not His will that one of you should perish. 
C: For the Lord has promised: 
 Where two or three are gathered in His Name,  
 He is among us with His forgiveness.  
P: Indeed, He is here in the power of His forgiveness for you today. 
  He comes not to be served  
  but to serve, to give His life as a ransom for you.   
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  (based on Matthew 1:21)        LSB 357, st. 6 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. 

 

Anthem                   O Come, O Come Immanuel  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

O come, O come, Immanuel,  
Come now to earth and with Thy people dwell, 
The world awaits from heav’n a holy sign, 
O come and show to us the light divine. 
O come, O come, Immanuel, 
As age to age the prophets did foretell; 
Redeemer, come to save us one and all. 
Be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall. 
For Thy coming we prepare, 
Wisdom from on high, 
Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair; 
Now to us draw nigh.  
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O come, O come, Immanuel, 
And free Thy children, Israel, 
Be now our hope, our comfort from above, 
And bless us all with everlasting love; 
O bless us all with everlasting love. 

Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading                        Matthew 1:18–25 (ESV) 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 
he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Companion Reading                              John 1:1–5, 14, 16–18 (ESV) 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Praise            Emmanuel 

 
Introit (Entrance Verses) for Today        John 1:16-17; antiphon (repeated verses): John 1:1,14 

P: In the beginning You created all things by Your Word, 
  and in the fullness of time  
C: Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
P: From his fullness we have all received  
C: grace upon grace. 
P: For the law was given through Moses;  
C: grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: In the beginning You created all things by Your Word, 
  and in the fullness of time  
C: Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord,  

the anointed for the nations and their Savior: 
C: Come and dwell among us, O Lord our God. 
P: O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord,  

the anointed for the nations and their Savior: 
C: Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
P: O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord,  

the anointed for the nations and their Savior: 
C: Come and return to us, O Lord our God. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day        Immanuel, We Sing Thy Praise          Tune: LSB 358 
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Sermon    “The Title”        Matthew 1:18-25  

 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Faith from Matthew 11:2-6; 16:13-16 
P: When John the Baptist heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?”  

C: Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  
 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,  
 lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,  
 and the dead are raised up,  
 and the poor have good news preached to them.  
 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

P: Jesus asked His disciples, using the title “Son of Man” to speak about Himself, 
  “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  
  And the disciples said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,  
  and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
  Then He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
  And I also ask you, disciples here today, “Who do you say that Jesus is?”  

C: Simon Peter replied,  
 and we also say,  
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory (Based on Matthew 19:28,12:18-21)   LSB 920 sts.2,5; tune: 616 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     

 

Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Matthew 21:1-11; 26:2; 3:17; 17:15; 25:34) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Lord sent His prophet to say to the people of Zion, Jerusalem, 
  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey.’” 
  And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people welcomed Him saying: 
C: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
 Hosanna in the highest!” 
P: The whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said,  
C: “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
P: But Jesus was not just another one of the prophets,  
  as God the Father declared at His Baptism:  
C: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
P: And God the Father reminded the disciples again at His Transfiguration: 
C: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” 
P: Then Jesus reminded the disciples in Jerusalem that “the Passover is coming, 

and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” By His crucifixion, and 
by His Supper, He extends this invitation: “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
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Proper Preface for Matthew             LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You 
have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed 
apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore 
with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant 
Matthew, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus (based on Matthew 26:26–29)               LSB 445, st. 1 & 3, alt. 

 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving          LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by the 

apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving promise 
fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, being 
instructed in the doctrine of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may faithfully 
eat His body and drink His blood and declare His salvation to all the world. 

C: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 26:17a, 20–21, 26–30 
P: 17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread,…20when it was evening, [Jesus] 

reclined at table with the twelve [to eat the Passover meal]. 21And as they 
were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 26[Then] 
Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I 
tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30And when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
1st Distribution Hymn        Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love                                 LSB 900 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 
Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 
Burst their fetters and are saved. 
 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 
Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee 
Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
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2nd Distribution Hymn   The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns    LSB 348 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
 

Post-Communion Prayer (Based on Matthew 1:22-23; 2:5-6; 3:17; 3:16)  
P: Let us pray. Lord, all this has taken place to fulfill what You had spoken by the 

prophet, “They shall call His Name Immanuel—God with us.” And it was also 
written, “From Bethlehem…shall come a ruler who will shepherd My people 
Israel.” Jesus came preaching, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” and now we are the people dwelling in darkness who have seen a great 
light, those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, and on us a light has 
dawned in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in His body and blood given to us. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Matthew 28:18-20) 
P: As Jesus said to His disciples before He ascended into heaven, He says to you, 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn    Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338; tune: 700  
 

 

Announcements 
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Thank You for Beautifying our Worship Areas with Poinsettias 
Norm Balliet – To the glory of God; 

Sheila Bunnell – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Ralph & Donna Danielsen – In memory of their parents; 

Jim Franz – (3 plants) In memory of his mother, father, brother, sister and grandparents; 

Chris Mason – (2 plants) In memory of mother-in-law Helen Mason and mother Christine 
Roberts; 

Ted & Margie Tatgenhorst – To the glory of God; 

Tom Schultz – (2 plants) In memory of Martha, Norman & Meri-Beth Schultz; 

Paul & Linda Groh - (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Wayne Henkel – In memory of his mother Mavis Henkel; 

John & Karen Kozlik – (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Maria Kube – (2 plants) In memory of husband Calvin and to the glory of God;  

Patty & Bob Livingston (2 plants) – In appreciation of their granddaughters and in memory 
of Phillip F. Svehla; 

LeAnna Herstowski – In memory of LeRoy Burandt; 

Holly Traynor - (2 plants) To the glory of God; 

Lynda Oesterreich – In memory of Bill Oesterreich; 

Nickolas Kazarian – (2 plants) In memory of Grace Gibson and Patricia Rasmussen; 

Lance Rasmussen – (3 plants) In memory of Patricia Rasmussen, Art & Evelyn 
Rasmussen, and to the glory of God;  

The Souza Family – (2 plants) In memory of Bill & Alice Souza, Mark Souza and  

Patricia Souza-Rasmussen; 

Teresa Flowers – (2 plants) In memory of her parents Norman & Patricia; 

Joan Blasko – (3 plants) In memory of Elizabeth & Edward Yarusinsky, Michael Yarusinsky 
and to the glory of God; 

The Squires Family - (2 plants) In memory of Susan’s mother Sam Nicks Foster and 
Pastor’s grandparents Palmer & Mary Mickelson; 

David & Cheryl Ross – (4 plants) In memory of Gordon & Carol Gillings  

and George & Jean Ross; 

Dawn Werfelmann – (2 plants) To the glory of God. 

Your Poinsettia’s will be available for pickup after the Christmas day worship service or 
arrange to pick them up with the church office the following week. Contact the church 
office at 847-244-9647 with any questions.  


