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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
DON HEIDLAUF IN CELEBRATION OF JOANNE’S BIRTHDAY 

COVER PAINTING: 
Salvador Dalí, Out Of Egypt I Have Called My Son (1967) 

EPIPHANY REFRAINS 
An order of service using refrains and hymn verses related to Epiphany and God’s revealing of His Son. 

Opening Refrains  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here      LSB 399 sts. 1–2, 5 
 

 

 

 

Invocation  
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. Alleluia.  
P: Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?            Matthew 2:2b 
C: For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel for the Epiphany           Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
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with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
so it is written by the prophet:  6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 
rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.    
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:    Thanks be to God. 

Introit Refrains (Entrance Verses)  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   LSB 394 sts. 1, 5 
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Introit  (Entrance Verses)        Psalm 45:6–8a, 72:18–19; antiphon (repeated verses): Psalm 45:17 
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 
C: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.  
P: The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 
  you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
C: Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
 Blessèd be his glorious name forever; 
 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.    C: Amen. 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P: As we praise the Father for sending His Son, we are bold and confident to 

approach the Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to His forgiveness…. 
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     C:   Amen. 

Epiphany Versicles        Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving Refrains O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright       LSB 395 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day for Epiphany) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten 

Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the 
fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
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Song of Praise      Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

 

Holy Gospel for the Baptism of Our Lord         Matthew 3:1-17 (ESV) 
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of 
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, 
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‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
L:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:    Thanks be to God. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day for the Baptism of Our Lord) 
P:  Let us pray.  Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Make 
all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and 
inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

Baptism of Our Lord Versicles       Matthew 3:15; Psalm 72:19; Liturgical texts; Mark 1:11b 
P: Jesus fulfilled all righteousness when He was baptized in the Jordan. 
C: He is Christ, our Lord.  
 Blessèd be his glorious name forever; 
 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! 
P: Father God, at the baptism of Jesus,  
 Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son: 
C: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
P: and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ.  
C: He is Christ, our Lord.  
 Blessèd be his glorious name forever; 
 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! 



8 

Hymn of the Day    Jesus, Once With Sinners Numbered  LSB 404, tune: 409 

 

Sermon           “Out of Egypt, Out of the Wilderness”          Matthew 2 & 3 
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The Connecting Story in Matthew’s Gospel              Matthew 2:13-23 (VOICE) 
13 After the wise men left, a messenger of the Lord appeared  
to Joseph in a dream. 

Messenger of the Lord (to Joseph): Get up, take the child and His mother, and 
head to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you it is safe to leave. For 
Herod understands that Jesus threatens him and all he stands for. He is 
planning to search for the child and kill Him. But you will be safe in Egypt. 

14 So Joseph got up in the middle of the night; he bundled up Mary and Jesus, 
and they left for Egypt.  
 16 After a few months had passed, Herod realized he’d been tricked. The wise 
men were not coming back. Herod, of course, was furious. He simply ordered that all 
boys who lived in or near Bethlehem and were two years of age and younger be 
killed. He knew the baby King was this age because of what the wise men told him. 
 17 This sad event had long been foretold by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18 A voice will be heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and wailing and mourning out loud all day and night. 
The voice is Rachel’s, weeping for her children, 
    her children who have been killed; she weeps, and she will not be comforted.  

15 Joseph, Mary, and Jesus stayed in Egypt until Herod died. This fulfilled yet 
another prophecy. The prophet Hosea once wrote, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
 19 And after Herod died, a messenger of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt: 

Messenger of the Lord: 20 You may go home now. Take the child and His mother 
and go back to the land of Israel, for the people who were trying to take the 
child’s life are now dead. 
21 So Joseph got up and took Mary and Jesus and returned to the land of 
Israel. 22 Soon he learned that Archelaus, Herod’s oldest and notoriously 
brutal son, was ruling Judea. Archelaus might not be any friendlier than Herod had 
been. Joseph was simply afraid. He had another dream, and in this dream, he was 
warned away from Judea; so Joseph decided to settle up north in a district called 
Galilee, 23 in a town called Nazareth. And this, too, fulfilled what the prophets 
have taught, “The Savior will be a Nazarene.” 
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Hymn of Response   Father Welcomes       LSB 605 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Confession of Faith      Explanation of Baptism from Luther’s Small Catechism 
P: What is Baptism? 
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God's command and 

combined with God's word. 
P: What benefits does Baptism give? 
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 
P: What does God’s Word in Romans 6 teach us about Baptism? 
C: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
new life.” 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Prayers of the Church 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe, we ask that you wait 
to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who are not 
communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Preface Verses      Let All Together Praise Our God         LSB 389 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you.  
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

First Distribution Hymn      As with Gladness Men of Old      LSB 397 
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Second Distribution Hymn      To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord     LSB 405 

 

 

 
5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of Thanks 

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Benediction 

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                  All Who Believe and Are Baptized LSB 601 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 8 

In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, January 15 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, January 22 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, January 29 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, February 5 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, February 12 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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