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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
MARIA KUBE IN MEMORY OF CAL 

 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY – YEAR 1 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 1 of the Narrative Lectionary 

from the appointed readings from the Old Testament, Acts, and Romans. 

Opening Hymn  Christ, the Lord of Hosts, Unshaken  LSB 521 sts. 1, 4–6 
  

 

 

 

 
Text: Peter M. Prange, 1972 

Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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Invocation (based on Genesis 1:1-3) 
P: In the beginning, God created everything:  
C: the heavens above and the earth below.  
P: At first the earth was totally empty,  
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be light. 
P: In the beginning of our lives, God created us: 
C: awesomely and wonderfully made.   
P: At first we were without knowledge and hope in God. 
C:   And the Spirit of God hovered over our baptism waters. 
P: Then there was the voice of God. He said: 
C: Let there be faith. 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
Confession and Absolution  (Exodus 20:2,19:1-3, Psalm 44:26, Galatians 3:13-14) 
P: The Commandments which God gave to His people through Moses  
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God,  
 who brought you out of the land of Egypt,  
 out of the house of slavery. 
P: God reminded them of His love and commitment to them and to us. He said: 
  “You saw how I snatched you from the bonds of slavery and carried you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. Now if you will hear My voice, obey 
what I say, and keep My covenant, then you will be My treasured people. You 
will be My kingdom of priests, a nation holy and set apart.” 

C: Yes, He is the Lord our God, 
 who brings us out of slavery to sin. 
 But we have not kept His commandments. 
 We are not holy. 
 Rise up, Lord God;  
 come to our help!  
 Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love! Amen. 
P: The Commandments which God gave to us and which we have broken 
  begin with a promise: 
C: I am the Lord your God. 
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P: Hear now this promise which redeems you, buys you back from slavery to sin: 
  The Anointed One, the Liberating King, has redeemed you from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for you. This is what God had in mind all along: the 
blessing He gave to Abraham might extend to all nations through the Anointed 
One, Jesus; and you are the beneficiaries of this promise of the Spirit that 
comes only through faith in your Redeemer. Therefore, in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. He has redeemed us for the sake of His steadfast love. Amen. 
Song of Praise (based on Psalm 44:26 & Exodus 20:2)        TBF 272 

Anthem   Jesus Is Lord of All    Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

All my tomorrows, all my past, Jesus is Lord of all. 
I’ve quit my struggle, contentment at last, Jesus is Lord of all. 
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all; 
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all. 
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All of my conflicts, all my thoughts, Jesus is Lord of all. 
His love wins the battles I could not have fought, Jesus is Lord of all. 
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all; 
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all. 

All of my longings, all my dreams, Jesus is Lord of all. 
All of my failures His power redeems, Jesus is Lord of all. 
King of kings, Lord of lords, Jesus is Lord of all; 
All my possessions, and all my life, Jesus is Lord of all. 

This Week’s Reading                             Matthew 4:1–17 (ESV) 
The Spirit then led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 Jesus fasted for 
40 days and 40 nights. After this fast, He was, as you can imagine, hungry. 3 But He was 
also curiously stronger, when the tempter came to Jesus. 

Devil: If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread. 

Jesus (quoting Deuteronomy): 4 It is written, “Man does not live by bread alone. 
Rather, he lives on every word that comes from the mouth of the Eternal One.”  

5 Then the devil took Jesus to the holy city, Jerusalem, and he had Jesus stand at the 
very highest point in the holy temple. 

Devil: 6 If You are the Son of God, jump! And then we will see if You fulfill the Scripture 
that says, “He will command His heavenly messengers concerning You, 
         and the messengers will buoy You in their hands 
     So that You will not crash, or fall, or even graze Your foot on a stone.”  

Jesus: 7 That is not the only thing Scripture says. It also says, “Do not put the Eternal 
One, your God, to the test.”  

8 And still the devil subjected Jesus to a third test. He took Jesus to the top of a very 
high mountain, and he showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in all 
their splendor and glory, their power and pomp. 

Devil: 9 If You bow down and worship me, I will give You all these kingdoms. 

Jesus: 10 Get away from Me, Satan. I will not serve you. I will instead follow Scripture, 
which tells us to “worship the Eternal One, your God, and serve only Him.”  

11 Then the devil left Jesus. And heavenly messengers came and ministered to Him. 
 12 It was not long until powerful people put John in prison. When Jesus learned this,  
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He went back to Galilee. 13 He moved from Nazareth to Capernaum, a town by the sea 
in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 He did this to fulfill one of the prophecies of 
Isaiah:     15 In the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
   the road to the sea along the Jordan in Galilee, the land of the outsiders— 
  16 In these places, the people who had been living in darkness saw a great light. 
  The light of life will overtake those who dwelt in the shadowy darkness of death. 
17 From that time on, preaching was part of Jesus’ work. 

Jesus: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  God of strength, your son Jesus withstood many temptations 

because his love for you was greater than his earthly desires. Make our love 
for you so strong, that we might withstand anything that threatens to stand 
between us and your love. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Song of Praise                          Lord Be Glorified 
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Confession of Faith (spoken in unison) 
We have come to the mountain of the LORD God,  

that he may teach us his ways  
and that we may walk in his paths.        Isaiah 2:3 
Far be it from us  
that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,   
for it is the LORD our God  
who brought Israel, our forefathers in the faith,  
up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,              Joshua 24:16-17 
And it is the LORD our God  
who sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to us,  
who did those great signs in the sight of all the people  
and now preserves us in His Way. 
We are confident that Jesus is the Prophet,           
and that there is no God who exists in the entire world like the True God.         2 Kings 5:8,15 
Since we have been acquitted and made right through faith,  
we are able to experience true and lasting peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One, the Liberating King.  

Jesus leads us into a place of radical grace  
where we are able to celebrate the hope of experiencing God’s glory.  
We also celebrate in seasons of suffering  
because we know that when we suffer we develop endurance,  

and we learn what it means to hope and anticipate God’s goodness.  

And hope will never fail to satisfy our deepest need  
because the Holy Spirit that was given to us  
has flooded our hearts with God’s love. Amen.             Romans 5:1-5 
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Hymn of the Day        The People That in Darkness Sat          LSB 412 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 

Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 

Sermon “Christmas in Zebulun & Naphtali 
    After Temptation in Wilderness”   Matthew 4 

Hymn of Response               The People That in Darkness Sat         LSB 412 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt., Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Micah 6:8)    
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    

  

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: In worship and teaching and devotion, 
C: We devote ourselves to the Scriptures. 
P: Jesus Christ is the Word of God in the flesh. 
C: We devote ourselves to Him. 
P: When we devote ourselves to the Scriptures, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 

Prayers 
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  
Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the 

wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The individual 
trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the center of each 
tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in starting 
with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Romans 8:11,15-17,20-21) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Spirit of the One who resurrected Jesus from the dead  
C: lives inside of us,  
P: so then you can be sure that He who raised Him  
  will cast the light of life into your mortal bodies  
C: through the life-giving power of the Spirit. 
P: The Spirit you have received adopts you and welcomes you into God’s own family.  
  That’s why you may call out to Him, “Abba! Father!”  
C: “Abba! Father!” 
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P: You are His children, which means we are His heirs along with the Anointed, 
Jesus, set to inherit everything that is His. If we share His sufferings, we know 
that we will ultimately share in His glory. 

C: “Abba! Father!” 
P: He has placed within you a deep and abiding hope that creation would one day be 

liberated from its slavery to corruption and experience the glorious freedom 
of the children of God. 

C: This hope lives inside of us by His Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sanctus (based on Romans 8:16)        LSB 504, sts. 1,4; tune: 950 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
1st Distribution Hymn  I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table   LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
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2nd Distribution Hymn    Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared    LSB 622 sts. 1, 4–6 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
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Post-Communion Prayer (based on Romans 8:23-24)  
P: Let us pray. Eternal One, Father of our Brother Jesus, who sacrificed Himself on the 

cross for our sins and has given us His body and blood for the forgiveness of 
our sins; in this meal we have already tasted the firstfruits of the Spirit, yet we 
are longing for the total redemption of our bodies that comes when our 
adoption as children of God is complete; for we have been saved in this hope 
and for this future. Strengthen us in faith until that day when You redeem us 
and Your whole Creation to the praise and glory of Your Name, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, we pray. 

C:  Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (based on Acts 10:34-36,43; Romans 1:16-17) 
P: It is clear to us that God doesn’t play favorites,  

  that God accepts every person whatever their culture or ethnic background,  
  that God welcomes all who revere Him and His Way.  

  God sent You a message of peace  
  through Jesus the Anointed—who is King of all people.  
  Receive the forgiveness of sins through His name. 
  In His Good News, God’s restorative justice is revealed. 
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn    Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

 

 

Announcements 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, January 15 

In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, January 22 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, January 29 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, February 5 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, February 12 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Sunday, February 19 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
 

 


