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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
TED & MARGIE TATGENHORST TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND  
 IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 52ND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Matthew’s Gospel. 

Matthew is the focus of Year 1 Gospel readings in the Narrative Lectionary.   

Anthem        Kids of the Kingdom          Cherub Choir 

Opening Hymn  I Love Your Kingdom, Lord   LSB 651 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
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Invocation (Based on Matthew 11:28-30) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Jesus says, “Come to Me all who are weary, and I will give You rest. 
  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me. 
  For I am gentle and lowly in heart.” 
C: For You have promised we will find rest for our souls.  
P: For His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  (Matthew 22:34-40;19:16-26;18:13-14,19-20;20:28) 
P: When asked “Teacher, what is the great commandment in the Law?”, Jesus said, 
C: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
 and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
 And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
P: Jesus said, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 
C: This brings us sorrow, Lord, 
 Because we treasure many things which are not focused on You. 
 Who then can be saved? 
P: Jesus declares, “With people this is impossible, 
  but with God all things are possible.” 
  He rejoices more over finding one lost sheep than over the ninety-nine that 

never went astray. It is not His will that one of you should perish. 
C: For the Lord has promised: 
 Where two or three are gathered in His Name,  
 He is among us with His forgiveness.  
P: Indeed, He is here in the power of His forgiveness for you today. 
  He comes not to be served  
  but to serve, to give His life as a ransom for you.   
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis  (based on Matthew 20:28)        LSB 971, st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Confession of Faith from Matthew 11:2-6; 16:13-16 
P: When John the Baptist heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?”  

C: Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  
 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,  
 lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,  
 and the dead are raised up,  
 and the poor have good news preached to them.  
 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

P: Jesus asked His disciples, using the title “Son of Man” to speak about Himself, 
  “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  
  And the disciples said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,  
  and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
  Then He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
  And I also ask you, disciples here today, “Who do you say that Jesus is?”  

C: Simon Peter replied,  
 and we also say,  
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Amen. 
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                                                  Blessed Be Your Name 
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This Week’s Reading     Matthew 13:24-43 (ESV) 
24 [After telling the crowds the Parable of the Sower, and then explaining it to the 
disciples,] Jesus told them a [second] parable. 
Jesus: The kingdom of heaven is like this: Once there was a farmer who sowed good 

seeds in his field. 25 While the farmer’s workers were sleeping, his enemy crept into 
the field and sowed weeds among all the wheat seeds. Then he snuck away 
again. 26 Eventually the crops grew—wheat, but also weeds. 27 So the farmer’s 
workers said to him, “Sir, why didn’t you sow good seeds in your field? Where did 
these weeds come from?” 

28 “My enemy must have done this,” replied the farmer. 
 “Should we go pull up all the weeds?” asked his workers. 
29 “No,” said the farmer. “It’s too risky. As you pull up the weeds, you would 
probably pull up some wheat as well. 30 We’ll let them both grow until 
harvesttime. I will tell the harvesters to collect the weeds and tie them in bundles 
to be burned, and only then to harvest the wheat and bring it to my barn.” 

31 Jesus told them another parable. 
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Jesus: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a sower took and planted 
in his field. 32 Mustard seeds are minute, tiny—but the seeds grow into trees. 
Flocks of birds can come and build their nests in the branches. 

33 And Jesus told a fourth parable. 
Jesus: Imagine a woman preparing a loaf of bread. The kingdom of heaven is like the 

leaven she folds into her dough. She kneads and kneads until the leaven is worked 
into all the dough. 

34 Jesus gave all these teachings to the crowd in parables. Indeed, He spoke only in 
parables 35 in fulfillment of the prophetic words of the psalms: 
   I will open My mouth in parables; 
   I will tell them things that have been hidden and obscure  
    since the very beginning of the world.  
36 Then Jesus left the crowds and returned to His house. His disciples followed Him. 
[And the disciples said]: 
Disciples: Explain to us the story You told about the weeds. 
Jesus: 37 The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world; 

the good seed represents the children of the Kingdom. The weeds—who do you 
think the weeds are? They are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
threw the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the workers are God’s heavenly messengers. 40 In the parable, I told you the 
weeds would be pulled up and burned—well, that is how it will be at the end of this 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send His messengers out into the world, and they will 
root out from His kingdom everything that is poisonous, ugly, and malicious, and 
everyone who does evil. 42 They will throw all that wickedness into the fiery furnace 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 43 And the righteous will shine 
like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to 

seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to hear His 
call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him forever in His 
kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      C: Amen. 

Anthem   Oh, How I Love Jesus   Junior Choir 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of the Day   Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure LSB 654 
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Text: David W. Rogner, 1960, Tune: Joseph Herl, 1959 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
Tune: © 2003 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Sermon  “Follow the Kingdom”     Matthew 13:24-43 
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Sermon Response       Father, We Thank Thee   LSB 652 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; tr. F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984, Tune: attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory (Based on Matthew 19:28,12:18-21)   LSB 920 sts.2,5; tune: 616 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     

 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: We come together in prayer, 
C: God’s children asking their dear Father. 
P: We praise Him, thank Him, confess sin, and make requests,  
C: always in the Name of Jesus. 
P: When we devote ourselves to prayer, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Matthew 28:18-20) 
P: As Jesus said to His disciples before He ascended into heaven, He says to you, 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

C: Amen. 
Closing Hymn          Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise                       LSB 680 sts. 2–5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009,Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 


