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Invocation and Opening Words 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.        
C:   Amen. 
P: O Lord, open my lips, 
C: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Christ, 
C: have mercy. 
P: O Lord, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Be gracious to us. 
C: Spare us, good Lord. 
P: Be gracious to us. 
C: Help us, good Lord. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: have mercy. 
P: Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C: grant us Your peace. 

The Promise in the Dust                   Genesis 3:8-19 (ESV) 
8And [the man and woman, Adam and Eve, after they had eaten from the tree God 

had said they should not eat from] they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to 
the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
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14The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 
“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
 and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Tonight’s Poem by Tanner Olson  
 (Words in the Handout) 

Imposition of Ashes    If you desire ashes to be placed on your forehead, please 
approach the communion rail on either side—kneeling or standing. Pastor Squires will 
put ashes on your forehead in the shape of the cross saying, “From dust you are, to dust 
you shall return.”  You may then remain for personal reflection or return to your seat.   
 
 

 

Anthem                                                 “Stir the Ashes”                 Adult Choir 
Stir the ashes, make the sign; mark us with the shadowed cross, 
Where our Savior died and suffered, where we gained at his great cost.  

The choir will sing the anthem during this time followed by the congregational hymn. 
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Refrain. . .Give us wisdom, give us courage, give us power to do what’s right. 
And when night’s cold dark is deepest turn our darkness into light. 
Guide us on our Lenten journey as we march toward Easter morn. 
Fill us with the Spirit’s promise: All the lost can be reborn.   Refrain 

Hymn    Savior, When in Dust to Thee   LSB 419 
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What Does This Mean? (by Tanner Olson) 
P: Ash Wednesday rubs reality in your face.  

 It doesn’t sugarcoat the truth or attempt to make you smile.  
Ash Wednesday disregards feelings and simply says it like it is: 
Dust you are and to dust you shall return. 
May the ashes remind you that you are here for now, but not forever.  
May the ashes remind you that you are sinful and death is on the way.  
Yet, as you stare reality in the face may you know this:  
Hope doesn’t let the story end.  
The cross marked on your forehead is a reminder of how you were saved.  
Jesus’ cross and Jesus’ life turns our death into everlasting life.  
Death is coming, but so is Jesus. 

C: Amen.  

Absolution (Assurance of Forgiveness) 
P: At the command of the Lord, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice 

on the mountain; yet, in mercy God the Father provided a ram as a substitute.  
We give thanks to the Father that on Calvary He did not spare His only Son but 
sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.  The God of all grace has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, and He Himself restores, confirms, 
strengthens, and establishes you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. 
According to his great mercy, he has caused you to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Your sins are 
forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 

sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting 
our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full 
pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen.    
 
Song of Response    Create in Me   LSB 192 
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Another Reading About Dust     Genesis 28:11–17 (ESV) 
11And [Jacob, son of Isaac, grandson of Abraham, was traveling, and he] came to a 

certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the 
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12And 
he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending 
on it! 13And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring. 14Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you 
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, 
and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15Behold, I 
am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. 
For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then Jacob 
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know 
it.” 17And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

Responsory         Genesis 12:1-3; John 1:11-13  
P: Even as Abraham went to the land the Father showed him,  
C: Jesus came to the people of His Creation. 
P: Even as God promised to make Abraham a great nation,  
C: Jesus came with His Kingdom of heaven. 
P: Even as God blessed those who blessed Abraham, 
C: Jesus blesses all who receive Him as Savior. 
P: Even as God blessed all generations of the children of Abraham, 
C: Jesus gives us new birth as the children of God. Amen. 
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Anthem    Into Dust 
This is a new song for us. Listen and follow along. As you feel comfortable, join in on the refrain. 
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10 

Sermon   “Dust to Dust. . .to Dust”     Genesis 28:11-17 

 

Offering  

Prayers 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For Synodical President Matthew Harrison, District President Allan Buss, for all 

pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For President Biden, for Governor Pritzker, for Mayor Hood, for all public 

servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be 
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 

every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, 
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await 
from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks 

to the Lord: 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 

another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C: To You, O Lord. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  
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Closing Hymn  We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder          UMH 418 
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