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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
TOM SCHULTZ IN MEMORY OF MERI-BETH 

LENT PROPHETS 
This service draws from the Old Testament prophets  

who call God’s people to repent of their sins and seek His forgiveness.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                           based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
  assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you,  
  “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, 
  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 
Opening Hymn    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  UMH 121
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Confession of Sin and Absolution            based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 
P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away,  
 so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation;  
 I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,  
 and he has become my salvation. 
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Song of Praise              Open the Eyes of My Heart lord 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Matthew 18:15–35 (VOICE) 

Jesus: 15 This is what you do if one of your brothers or sisters sins against you: go to 
him, in private, and tell him just what you perceive the wrong to be. If he listens to 
you, you’ve won a brother. 16 But sometimes he will not listen. And if he does not 
listen, go back, taking a friend or two friends with you (for, as we have learned in 
Deuteronomy, every matter of communal import should be testified to by two or 
three witnesses).[a] 17 Then, if your brother or sister still refuses to heed, you are to 
share what you know with the entire church; and if your brother or sister still 
refuses to listen to the entire church, you are to cast out your unrepentant sibling 
and consider him no different from outsiders and tax collectors. 

18 Remember this: whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 And this: if two or three of 
you come together as a community and discern clearly about anything, My Father 
in heaven will bless that discernment. 20 For when two or three gather together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them. 

Peter: 21 Lord, when someone has sinned against me, how many times ought I forgive 
him? Once? Twice? As many as seven times? 

Jesus: 22 You must forgive not seven times, but seventy times seven. 

(Narrating a parable/story): 23 If you want to understand the kingdom of 
heaven, think about a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 Just 
as the king began to get his accounts in order, his assistants called his attention to 
a slave who owed a huge sum to him—what a laborer might make in 500 
lifetimes. 25 The slave, maybe an embezzler, had no way to make restitution, so the 
king ordered that he, his wife, their children, and everything the family owned be 
sold on the auction block; the proceeds from the slave sale would go toward paying 
back the king. 26 Upon hearing this judgment, the slave fell down, prostrated 
himself before the king, and begged for mercy:  
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Slave:  “Have mercy on me, and I will somehow pay you everything.”  

Jesus (Narrating his story): 27 The king was moved by the pathos of the situation, so 
indeed he took pity on the servant, told him to stand up, and then forgave the debt. 

28 But the slave went and found a friend, another slave, who owed him about a 
hundred days’ wages.  

Slave:  “Pay me back that money!”  

Jesus (Narrating his story): shouted the slave, throttling his friend and shaking him with 
threats and violence. 29 The slave’s friend fell down prostrate and begged for mercy:  

Slave’s Friend:  “Have mercy on me, and I will somehow pay you everything.”  

Jesus (Narrating his story): 30 But the first slave cackled and was hard-hearted 
and refused to hear his friend’s plea. He found a magistrate and had his friend 
thrown into prison  

Slave:  where you will sit until you can pay me back.  

Jesus (Narrating his story): 31 The other servants saw what was going on. They were 
upset, so they went to the king and told him everything that had happened. 

32 The king summoned the slave, the one who had owed so much money, the 
one whose debt the king had forgiven. The king was livid.  

King:  You slovenly scum. You begged me to forgive your debt, and I did. 33 What 
would be the faithful response to such latitude and generosity? Surely you should 
have shown the same charity to a friend who was in your debt. 

Jesus (Narrating his story): 34 The king turned over the unmerciful slave to his brigade 
of torturers, and they had their way with him until he should pay his whole 
debt. 35 And that is what My Father in heaven will do to you, unless you forgive 
each of your brothers and each of your sisters from the very cockles of your heart. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.      
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem                                 Wonderful Words of Life                   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you today. 

Maintain this as meditative time. 

Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life; 
Words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Christ, the blessed one, gives to all wonderful words of life; 
Sinner, list to the loving call, wonderful words of life; 
All so freely given, wooing us to heaven. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Sweetly echo the gospel call, wonderful words of life; 
Offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life; 
Jesus, only Savior, sanctify forever. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to our aid, turning 

us from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit that 
we may attend to Your Word, confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Your Son, offering that same forgiveness to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, and to our neighbors, in the mercy and Name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day              “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843 

 

 

 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt., Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 
 

Children’s Message 

Sermon   “Our Brother Had Mercy On Us”   Matthew 18:13-35   
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Sermon Response        Love in Christ is Strong and Living   LSB 706 

 

 

 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934, Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Offering  

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Confession of Faith         based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 
P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: We devote ourselves to generosity, 
C: bringing tithes and offerings to our God. 
P: We are only able to be generous towards the Lord   
C: because of His amazing generosity toward us. 
P: When we devote ourselves to generosity, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  
                         based on Isaiah 12:3-6 
P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say: 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy,  
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  bless and preserve you.     
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn       Would You Be Free (There is Power in the Blood)  TFBF 76   

 

Announcements 
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    UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, February 26 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 

Lent Midweek Service Wednesday, March 1 
Soup & Salad Supper - 5:00PM 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

 

Sunday, March 5 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 

Lent Midweek Service Wednesday , March 8 
Soup & Salad Supper - 5:00PM 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

 

Sunday, March 12 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
 


