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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
DAWN WERFELMANN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

Entrance Words and Invocation                           based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; 
  assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you,  
  “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, 
  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 
Opening Hymn      Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LSB 528 sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt., Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829 

 



3 

Confession of Sin and Absolution            based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 
P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 because even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away, so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
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Song of Praise                  There Is a Redeemer 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Melody Green, 1946, alt. 

Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267 

Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading            Matthew 20:1–16 (VOICE) 
Jesus: The kingdom of heaven is like a wealthy landowner who got up early in the 

morning and went out, first thing, to hire workers to tend his vineyard. 2 He agreed 
to pay them a day’s wage for the day’s work. The workers headed to the 
vineyard while the landowner headed home to deal with some paperwork. 3 About 
three hours later, he went back to the marketplace. He saw some unemployed men 
standing around with nothing to do. 

Landowner: 4 Do you need some work? Go over to my vineyard and join the crew there. 
I’ll pay you well. 

Jesus (as Narrator): So off they went to join the crew at the vineyard. 5 About three 
hours later, and then three hours after that, the landowner went back to the market 
and saw another crew of men and hired them, too, sending them off to his vineyard 
and promising to pay them well. 6 Then finally late in the afternoon, at the cusp of 
night, the landowner walked again through the marketplace, and he saw 
other workers still standing around. 

Landowner: Why have you been standing here all day, doing nothing? 
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Workers: 7 Because no one has hired us. 

Landowner: Well, you should go over to my vineyard and work. 

Jesus (as Narrator): And off the workers went. 8 When quitting time arrived, the 
landowner called to his foreman. 

Landowner: Pay the workers their day’s wages, beginning with the workers I hired 
most recently and ending with the workers who have been here all day. 

Jesus (as Narrator): 9 So the workers who had been hired just a short while before 
came to the foreman, and he paid them each a day’s wage. 10 Then other workers 
who had arrived during the day were paid, each of them a day’s wage. Finally, the 
workers who’d been toiling since early morning came thinking they’d be paid 
more, but the foreman paid each of them a day’s wage. 11 As they received their 
pay, this last group of workers began to protest. 

First Workers: 12 We’ve been here since the crack of dawn! And you’re paying us the 
exact same wage you paid the crew that just showed up. We deserve more than 
they do. We’ve been slogging in the heat of the sun all day—these others haven’t 
worked nearly as long as we have! 

Jesus (as Narrator): 13 The landowner heard these protests. 
Landowner (to a worker): Friend, no one has been wronged here today. This isn’t 

about what you deserve. You agreed to work for a day’s wage, did you not? 14 So 
take your money and go home. I can give my money to whomever I please, and it 
pleases me to pay everyone the same amount of money. 15 Do you think I don’t 
have the right to dispose of my money as I wish? Or does my generosity somehow 
prick at you? 

Jesus (as Narrator): 16 And that is your picture:  
The last will be first and the first will be last. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.     
C:   Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem                              Jesus Paid It All                                Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His 

truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness watch and pray, Find in Me thine all in all.” 

Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

For nothing good have I, Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white, In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. 

Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

And when before the throne,  I stand in Him complete; 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” My lips shall still repeat. 

Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  Generous God, you have promised to open your kingdom to all people, 

no matter their circumstances, no matter when in their lives they show up to 
be part of your Kingdom. Bring us close to you, and help us to proclaim the 
goodness of your generosity. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

C: Amen. 

Church Imitating Christ             Based on Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)  

P: Bethel as a congregation seeks to be a 
C: Church imitating Christ. 
P: We devote ourselves to living winsomely in Jesus, 
C: reflecting His love, grace, and hope. 
P: We will enjoy the good will of the community    
C: because of the winsomeness of God at work through us. 
P: When we devote ourselves to winsomeness, we are a 
C: Church imitating Christ. Amen. 



7 

Hymn of the Day           Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB 827 

 

 

 

 

Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (sts. 2–4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955, Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001267 
 

Sermon  “The Work Still Needed to Be Done”   Matthew 20:1-16           
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Confession of Faith         based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 
P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are 
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory    Create in Me          LSB 159 
(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)   
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Prayers 

The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite 
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing 
from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the 

wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the 
center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and 
leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as 

prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper 

Preface             Jeremiah 26:11,14-15 

P: The prophet Jeremiah, around 600 years before Christ, heard the same 
condemnation which our Lord Himself would face. The priests and the 
prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man [Jeremiah] 
deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city.”  

C: Just as they condemned Jeremiah, 
 So they condemned Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 But we are the ones deserving the sentence of death. 
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P: Jeremiah said to them, “Behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good 
and right to you. Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will 
bring innocent blood upon yourselves.”   

C: Just as Jeremiah gave himself into their hands, 
 So Jesus let Himself be arrested and put to death. 
 But Jesus is the innocent One— 
 And He covers us with His innocent blood. 
P: So that you have received His innocence and righteousness, 
  Granting you eternal life, and welcoming you into His throne room, 
  Where we will sing with the prophet Isaiah: 

Sanctus (“Holy, Holy Holy”)  God Himself Is Present   LSB 907 st. 2 based on Isaiah 6:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you.  
 (We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

First Distribution Hymn   Jesus, Refuge of the Weary LSB 423 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 
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2nd Distribution Hymn     In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872, Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          C:   Amen. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving          LSB 1115 
P: Most High God, we owe You great thanks that in the sacred mystery of the 

Supper You feed us with the body and blood of Your Son. May we recall this 
heavenly meal with true faith, firmly convinced that this body we have 
received is the one given into death for us and that the blood we received is 
the blood shed for our sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)  
                         based on Isaiah 12:3-6 
P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say: 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
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P: The almighty and merciful Lord,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 bless and preserve you.       
C:   Amen.  

Closing Hymn          Christ, the Life of All the Living    LSB 420 sts. 1–2, 7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605–81; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt 
 

Announcements 
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    UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, March 5 

In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Lent Midweek Service Wednesday , March 8 
Soup & Salad Supper - 5:00PM 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, March 12 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Lent Midweek Service Wednesday , March 15 
Soup & Salad Supper - 5:00PM 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, March 19 
In-Person Worship (In Gym w/communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

Lent Midweek Service Wednesday, March  22 
Soup & Salad Supper - 5:00PM 

In-Person Worship (In Sanctuary) – 6:30PM 

Sunday, March 26 
In-Person Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10 -10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30AM -11:30AM 

 
Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. 
Ushers, Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed 
for in-person worship and communion. If you are interested in 
volunteering for one of those roles, please contact the office at 
office@bethelgurnee.org. 
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EASTER LILIES 
Order Deadline:   
Friday, March 24 

 

As a donation to Bethel Lutheran Church I would like _________ Easter lily 
plant(s) at $12.00 each to be placed in our worship areas for Easter 
services on April 9. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name and telephone number [please print] 

 
 

Total amount enclosed: $_______________ 
 

 

 Checks can be written to “Bethel Lutheran Church” and place check (or 
cash) with the form in an envelope, marked “Easter lilies” and place in 
the offering plate or turn in at the church office. ***Please include your 
donation when you submit your form. 

 
 

Remember to take your lily plant(s) 
Easter Sunday after the service  

or later in the week if you would like to keep it. 
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