Narrative Lectionary—Year 2—Week 10
Hosea, Gomer & The Lord as the Good Husband
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ABOUT THE COVER

Gomer & Hosea

by Cody F. Miller -= Mﬂ@L@H

Charcoal drawing https://www.codyfmiller.com/

Here’s Cody’s description of his drawing: [=]x:4, [=]

Hosea’s wife Gomer had gone and sold herself as a slave. Hosea

found out that she had also been intimate with a number of =

other men along the way. God tells Hosea to “show love to your E

wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress.

Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to

other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” (Hosea 3:1) So he bought her back for
fifteen shekels of sand love the sacred raising cakes.” (Hosea 3:1) So he bought her
back for fifteen shekels of silver and fifteen shekels worth of barley.

They’ve been home for a couple hours and Gomer sits there not knowing what to say
or do. He pauses from his work when he hears her say his name, in this rasping
broken voice. From the way she says it, it’s all he can do to keep from falling to
pieces. Then for the first time in what seems like ages, he touches her. He lets her
know that he’s in this thing for the long haul. At that moment, she knows that in his
heart of hearts this old prophet really does love her.

About Cody Miller:

Cody F. Miller explores the word ‘grace” as a mixed media artist with cut paper,
printmaking techniques and paint. At the Columbus College of Art and Design
Cody began looking at the village of people who cared for him after leaving home
when he was 12 years old. His paintings often show people on a journey, navigating
the interplay between light and darkness, as they try to find their way home. Cody’s
work has been included in numerous exhibitions such as the “Arts Beacon of Light”
at the Riffe Gallery in Columbus, Ohio. He received an Individual Excellence
award in 2002 and 2018 from the Ohio Arts Council, and is represented by the

Sharon Weiss Gallery.
“Gomer & Hosea”, © 2023 Cody F. Miller. Used by permission.
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THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS LITURGY
A traditional order for worship celebrating the Spiritual Gifts
that the Holy Spirit gives to His people for serving the Church and the world.
Anthem We Have Come Into His House Cherub & Junior Choirs
Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 sts. 1-2, 4-5
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1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the -earth;
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.

She waits the

con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more

And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par -takes one ho - ly food,
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
O bless - ed heav’'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.

And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be

That we, like

the Church at rest.

saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.



Invocation (Based on the hymn “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602)

P:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
P:
C.

The gifts Christ freely gives, He gives to you and me
To be His Church, His bride,
His chosen, saved and free!

P: Gifts flow from baptism, Where He calls us His own;
C: There He forgives our sins
With water and His Word;

P: The triune God Himself, Gives you power to call Him Lord.

C: Amen.

. . (Based on the hymns “Lord,
Confession and Absolution Whose Love through Humble
P: Lord, whose love through humble service Service” LSB 848 & “The Gifts
Bore the weight of human need, Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602,
C: Who upon the cross, forsaken, along with collects from LSB)
Offered mercy’s perfect deed,
P: We, Your servants, bring the worship Not of voice alone, but heart,
C: Setting aside for Your purpose
Every gift that You impart.
P: But we confess unto You, Lord, all our sins and iniquities. We acknowledge how we have
neglected the gifts you have given to us—our indifference to Your Word and our
selfishness in not using our spiritual gifts to serve You and others, and so we confess
before You in prayer:
C: Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called me into the work of Your vineyard
and lavished upon me Your grace and all manner of spiritual and eternal gifts. Help me to
live in humility and patience, to hope in Your pure grace and faithfulness, to abide in Your
house, and to praise and magnify Your glorious grace forever; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

P: The gifts of grace and peace, From absolution flow;

C: The pastor’s words are Christ’s
For us to trust and know.

P: Forgiveness that we need Is granted to us here;

C: Blest words that give us life,
His words, let us now hear.

P: Inthe stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
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Song of Praise
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Hosea 11:1-9 (Alter translation, adj.)
'For Israel was a boy and | loved him,
and from Egypt | called to My son.
2But the more | called to Israel,
the more they walked away from Me.
To the Baalim they sacrificed,
and to the idols they burned incense.
3Yet | taught Ephraim to walk,
took him by his arms,
but they did not know that | had healed them.
4| led them with leather cords, cords of kindness,
with ropes of love,
and | became to them
like one who lifts an infant to their cheeks,
and | bent over them and fed them.
>But No! He turned back to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria was his king,
for they refused to come back to Me.
®And the sword shall swoop down on his towns
and destroy his limbs
and devour because they followed their own wisdom.
’And My people cling to rebellion against Me.
When they call out to Baal,
he does not rise up.
8How can | give you up, Ephraim,
surrender you, Israel?
How can | make you like the destroyed city Admah,
or treat you like that other destroyed city, Zeboiim?
My heart churns within me,
My compassion altogether is stirred.
ol will not act in My blazing wrath,
| will no more destroy Ephraim.
For | am God and not a man,
the Holy One in your midst—
and | will not come in wrath!

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, what amazing love You have for Your people, for Your
Church, the Bride of Christ. Thank You for the life of Hosea and the picture it paints of

the never-failing love and mercy You show toward Your people. Let me never forget

how You rescued me from the slave-market of sin. | rejoice to know Your plan of

redemption will one day be completed, when Jesus returns as Israel’s Messiah, the

Bridegroom coming to bring His Bride, the Church, to the marriage feast in His

forever kingdom. Help us to display Your mercy and love and compassion to all those

who cross my path, pointing to our hope in You. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.

C: Amen.
Children’s Message
Hymn Verse of the Day Alleluia! Let Praises Ring LSB 822, st. 1
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Sermon

Hosea 11:1-9

Response Verse Alleluia! Let Praises Ring LSB 822, st. 1
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Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 sts. 1, 6
. (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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own vo-ca - tion, Un - til that day when you pos - sess His
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glo - rious robe of righ-teous-ness Be-stowedon you for-ev - er!
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New Member Welcome & Confession of Faith
Today’s Confession asks our new members and all of the congregation to affirm that
we are Disciples/Followers of Jesus, committed to one another as a gathering of believers.

P: At Bethel, our mission is to help people be Disciples—life-long learners & followers of
Jesus Christ. Discipleship means God awakening Disciples from head knowledge of
the faith to “heart life”. Are you a disciple of Jesus?

C: 1am through the grace of God.

P: As a gathering of disciples, do you trust that Bethel is seeking to teach faith in Jesus
according to God's Word as best expressed in Lutheran theology according to the
Lutheran Confessions, knowing that even if you have trouble understanding every
teaching, Bethel seeks God’s truth and not our own truth?

C: Ido.

P: Are you asking to be shepherded (cared for in your faith) and be held accountable in
your life as a believer in Jesus?

C: lam.

P: Do you commit yourself to encourage fellow believers at Bethel in their faith?

C: Ido.

P: Will you serve the community around us—God's Kingdom—in partnership with this
gathering of believers?

C: 1 will.

P: Will you support the mission of the congregation to bring the Gospel to those who need
Jesus?

C: I will. I am a disciple of Jesus.

We are a gathering of His followers by His grace. Amen.

Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Acknowledgements

This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2019.

Portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448.,

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House., LSB 848: Text: © Oxford University Press.

LSB 497: Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House., LSB 602: Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Today’s reading adapted from Robert Alter’s translation in The Hebrew Bible: Volume 2, Prophets (New York: Norton, 2019).
Collect: Adapted from https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Hosea/1
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Benediction (Blessing) (Based on the hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” LSB 497)
P: May the holy Light, guide divine,

Now cause the Word of life to shine

In You, His people, taught to know our God aright

And call Him Father with delight.

From every error may the Lord keep you free;

Let none but Christ your master be

That you in living faith abide,

In Him, our Lord, with all your might confide.

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Closing Hymn Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise LSB 917 sts. 1-2, 4
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1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise
2 Grant us Thy peace up - on our home - ward way;
4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With  one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Our balm in SOr - TOW and our stay in strife;
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Once more we  bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
f) 4
2
%ﬂl 7~ & i
A3V = | |
Q) O
Then, low - ly  bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy  name.
Call us, O Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.

Announcements
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

eRAY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 %
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN GYM) — 9AM
FELLOWSHIP 10-10:30AM
EDUCATION HOUR 10:30-1 1:30AM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN GYM w/ COMMUNION) — 9AM
FELLOWSHIP 10-10:30AM
EDUCATION HOUR 10:30-1 1:30AM
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THANKSGIVING EVE, NOVEMBER 22
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY W/ COMMUNION) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN GYM) — 9AM
FELLOWSHIP 10-10:30AM
EDUCATION HOUR 10:30-1 1:30AM

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
IN-PERSON WORSHIP (IN GYM w/ COMMUNION) — 9AM
FELLOWSHIP 10-10:30AM
EDUCATION HOUR 10:30-1 1:30AM

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SCHEDULE. USHERS,
READERS, AND VARIOUS OTHER VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED FOR IN-PERSON

WORSHIP AND COMMUNION. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING FOR ONE OF

THOSE ROLES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT OFFICE@BETHELGURNEE.ORG.
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