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Our Church Speaks 
series by Ben Lansing, an artist & illustrator from Richmond, VA.  
These illustrations feature the words of Christians from around 
the globe, across traditions, and throughout the centuries. Each 
saint in this series is commemorated in the Book of Common 
Prayer tradition, in the global Anglican communion’s calendar of 
saints. C.S. Lewis called for Christians to "keep the clean sea breeze of the centuries 
blowing through our minds." Our Church Speaks aspires to open the perspective of 
modern Christians to this clean breeze of the witness of the historic church. Our Church 
Speaks is an ongoing project, currently at over 250 portraits, with new work every week. 
www.ourchurchspeaks.com Parents of John the Baptist used by kind permission. © Our Church Speaks. 
 

Christmas Refrains Liturgy 
 
Opening Anthem          As Mary Sleeps                Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
As Mary sleeps on Christmas morning, angels gather in heaven above. 
The sing about the beautiful dawning of a world filled with peace and love. 
Alleluia, how the heavens ring. Alleluia, how the angels sing. 
Alleluia to the newborn King, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
As Mary sleeps on Christmas morning, baby Jesus lies safe in the hay. 
Above His head a bright golden awning tells the Savior is born today. 
Alleluia, how the heavens ring. Alleluia, how the angels sing. 
Alleluia to the newborn King, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
As Mary sleeps on Christmas morning, shepherds travel from far and wide. 
When they arrive a new day is dawning as they kneel at the baby’s side. 
Alleluia, how the heavens ring. Alleluia, how the angels sing. 
Alleluia to the newborn King, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Call to Worship           Psalm 51:15, liturgical text 
P:  O Lord, open my lips, 
C:  and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. Alleluia, alleluia! 
P: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship Him.  
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Opening Hymn      Angels from the Realms of Glory                     LSB 367 sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

  

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

 

Introit  (Entrance Verses)      Psalm 98:1–4; antiphons (repeated verses): Psalm 98:1 & Isaiah 9:6 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;   
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
P: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

 The LORD has made known his salvation;   
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.   
 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  for he has done marvelous things! 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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Opening Hymn (continued)  Angels from the Realms of Glory LSB 367 sts. ref, 4–5 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Introit (continued) 
P: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
  break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
  Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
C: Oh sing to the LORD a new song: 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 Oh, sing a new song! 
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature 

upon him, and to be born miraculously this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who 
have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be 
renewed by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and 
the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 

The Gospel That Leads to Christmas (1st Part)               Luke 1:5-17  (ESV) 
 5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division 
of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And 
they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
advanced in years. 
 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the 
Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the 
hour of incense. 11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side 
of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon 
him. 13But the angel said to him,  
 “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not 
drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go 
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared.” 
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The Gospel That Leads to Christmas (2nd Part)   Luke 1:18-25 (ESV) 
 18And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years.” 19And the angel answered him,  
 “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to 
bring you this good news. 20And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day 
that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time.”  
 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in 
the temple. 22And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that 
he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 
23And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
 24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself 
hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take 
away my reproach among people.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from  
The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
 



7 

The Gospel That Leads to Christmas (3rd Part)   Luke 1:18-25 (ESV) 
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her neighbors 

and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him 
Zechariah after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61And 
they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62And they made signs to his 
father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet and 
wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And fear came on all their 
neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66and 
all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For 
the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
of his public appearance to Israel. 
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Confession and Absolution  
     (Based on the Song of Zechariah—Luke 1:68-79 (LSB 238), along with Luke 3:7-8,10; 15:21) 
P: John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High, 
  for He went before the Lord Jesus to prepare His way, 
  confronting the people and us with our sin, saying: 
  “Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 
    Produce fruit that shows you have repented. 
    Produce actions that show you have changed your hearts and lives.” 
  The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
  And we find ourselves asking this same question. 
C: Lord, we have sinned. What then shall we do? 
P: God calls on us to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness and mercy, 
  so that these words from the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus  
  become our own words of confession: 
C: Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  
 I am no longer worthy to be called your child. 
P: John the Baptist, the prophet, went before the Lord Jesus 
  to give His people knowledge of their salvation 
  by the forgiveness of their sin. 
  In the tender compassion of our God, 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
  to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
 He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of His servant David. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day       Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   LSB 386 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent. 

 

Versicles          Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory,  the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Sermon     
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Anthem               In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born      Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

 In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
A Child of low degree 
All wrapped in swaddling clothes 
He lay upon His mother's knee 
All wrapped in swaddling clothes He lay 
The Word made flesh on earth 
While all the stars came dancing 
'Round to celebrate His birth 
Gloria, gloria to celebrate His birth 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
As prophets once foretold 
He left behind Him all the joys 
Heaven's gates could hold 
He left behind Him all the joys 
And all He knew so well 
To take the form of man 
And with us all to dwell 
Gloria, gloria and with us all to dwell 

In Bethlehem a Babe was born 
Upon a Christmas day 
And all who came to see the Babe 
Fell on their knees to pray 
And all who came to see the Babe 
Asleep and unaware 
Would hear the angels happy song 
And feel God's presence there 
Gloria, gloria and feel God's presence there 

 

 

 

 



11 

Offering 
 
Offertory    Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn     LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers  We offer our thanks to God for His blessings and that we can return thanks with our offerings.  
We also lift up our prayers to God for immediate thanksgivings and needs. 

 Pastor prays then leads into this printed prayer. . . 

Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to be born of the 
blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless our keeping of this Christmastide, 
remembering the wonders of that sacred birth, so that we may ponder and adore the 
mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake in His divine grace unto life 
eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
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Confession of Faith                          Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.—And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preface Verses      Let All Together Praise Our God         LSB 389 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you.  
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
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Carols During Distribution 

First Carol                           Away in a Manger                                                         LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905 

 

Second Carol     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   LSB 380 
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Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 
Prayer of Thanks 

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
Benediction 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn    Joy to the World      LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 


