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Today’s Guest Pastor

Rev. Dave Sorensen
Pastor Dave Sorensen is a 1977 graduate of Concordia Theological
Seminary. He served parishes in Kansas and Tennessee before moving with
his family to Milwaukee in 1984 to serve as chaplain, first at the Milwaukee
County House of Correction and then at the Lutheran Home and Harwood
Place in Wauwatosa. He served as a chaplain in the Wisconsin Army
National Guard and the Army Reserves for twenty-five years with one
deployment to Iraq in 2004. Most recently he has worked in a community
counseling center and in private practice as a licensed professional counselor. He and his
wife, Nancy, have been married forty-eight years and have two daughters and two
granddaughters.

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MIARK SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Mark’s Gospel.
Mark is the focus of Year 2 in the Narrative Lectionary.

Opening Hymn Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty LSB LSB 901 sts. 1-3
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Invocation (Based on Mark 1:1-8)

P: John the Baptist appeared, baptizing people in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

C: God had announced this through the prophet Isaiah:

P: “Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way,
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”

C: And all the people were going out to be baptized by John in the Jordan River.

They were confessing their sins.

P: And John said, “l have baptized you with water,
but the One who comes after me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

C: This is Jesus, the Son of God, our Lord, the Christ, the Messiah.

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Confession (Mark 1:15,2:17,7:14-23)

P: Jesus began His ministry, preaching and saying,

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;

C: repent and believe in the gospel.”

P: When Jesus knew that some thought they were already righteous, without sin, He said
to them “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

C: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

P: [Jesus] called the people to Him and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.”
And He calls us now, “Hear me, all of you, and understand.”

C: We have come to hear and repent.

P: Jesus says, “There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but
the things that come out of a person are what defile him. For from within, out of the
heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting,
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things
come from within, and they defile a person.”

C: We repent and believe in the Gospel of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins.



Absolution (Forgiveness) (Mark 2:5,10, 5:34; 10:52)
P: And when Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic brought for healing by his friends,
He said, “My son, your sins are forgiven.”
C: Because Jesus has authority on earth to forgive sins!
P: And Jesus said to the woman who reached out to touch Him for healing,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”
And Jesus said to the man born blind but had now received sight,
“Go your way; your faith has made you well.”
Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | say to you: “Your
sins are forgiven, your faith has made you well.” | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Response of Praise (based on Mark 10:52) LSB 551 sts. 1, 4-5
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Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: Letus pray.

Jesus healer of mind and body, we sometimes suffer at the hands of physical, mental, and
spiritual ailments. Quiet our minds, still our hearts, and empower our bodies so that
we may be whole and healed. Amen.

C: Amen.



Anthem Consider the Lilies Adult Choir

® Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you
today. Maintain this as meditative time.

Consider the lilies and how they grow.
Blossoming there in the field,

‘Tis not for their labor they flourish so,
Flowers of beauty to yield.

Through the grace of God above,
Tending all in constant love,

Ev’ry want shall be supplied,

For God the Lord will provide.

Consider a moment the birds in flight,
Ev’rywhere filling the air,

With never a worry they seek the height,
Nourished in bountiful share.

Through the grace of God above,
Tending all in constant love,

Ev’ry want shall be supplied,

For God the Lord will provide.

Store no up in great array

Treasures for the coming day;

In the Kingdom first believe,

And all good things you shall receive.

For more than the lilies that bloom and grow,

More than the birds of the air,

Your Maker forever your need will know

And feed you with heavenly care.

Through the grace of God above,

Tending all in constant love,

Ev’ry want shall be supplied,

For God the Lord will provide,

God the Lord, the loving Lord, will ev’ry blessing provide.



Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Mark 4:1-20 (ESV)

'Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him,
so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea
on the land. ?And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he
said to them: 3“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell along
the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it
did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. °And
when the sunrose it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. ’Other seed
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And
other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” °And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

'“And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the
parables. "And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God,
but for those outside everything is in parables, ?so that

‘“they may indeed see but not perceive,
and may indeed hear but not understand,
lest they should turn and be forgiven.”

BAnd he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand
all the parables? “The sower sows the word. >And these are the ones along the path,
where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the
word that is sown in them. ®And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who,
when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. “And they have no root in
themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they fall away. ®And others are the ones sown among
thorns. They are those who hear the word, "but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. 2°But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the
word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Song of Praise We Fall Down
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CCLI Song # 2437367
© 1998 worshiptogether.com songs
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11157642
Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading (Continued) Mark 4:21-34 (ESV)

2'And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed,
and not on a stand? **For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything
secret except to come to light. 23If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” **And he said to
them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you, and still more will be added to you. *>For to the one who has, more will be given, and
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”

26And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.
*’He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.
28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

3°And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall
we use forit? 3'lt is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth, 3>yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger
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than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can

make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it.

34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he

explained everything.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast LSBLSB 577
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Sermon ""The Sacred Seasons of Our Lives" (Mark 4:26-29)

Confession of Faith from Mark 8:27-30, 9:31,10:33-34,12:10-11,16:6-7

“You are the Christ.”

vTOITND

8

When Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” Peter answered:

meaning the Messiah, the Anointed One, coming to save God’s people.
Did Jesus come with His glory and power?
No, not during His first coming. He told the disciples many times how the Lord’s salvation



would be accomplished: “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of
men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.”

And again: “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered
over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and
deliver him over to the Gentiles. 3#And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog
him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”

This fulfills Psalm 118 which says:

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”

So we believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus just as He told us and as the angel
declared to the women when they went early to the tomb on Easter: “Do not be
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here.
See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”

This is our Resurrection hope.

Jesus has told us that He will return again

to take us to be with Him forever.

We will see Him, just as He told us. Amen.

Offering Preface (based on Mark 10:42-45,12:41-44)

P:

RY

Come, now, and offer your lives in service to the Lord. Jesus said, “You know that those
who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.”

But it shall not be this way among us!

Whoever would be great among us must be a servant to others,

and whoever would be first among us must be servant of all.

For even Jesus did not come to be served but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.

When you come to bring financial offerings to the ministry of the Lord,

remember what the Lord Jesus taught while watching the poor widow come to the
Temple with her offering. She came and put in two small copper coins, which adds up
to a penny.

Jesus said this widow put in more offering than all the others.

The others gave out of their abundance, their extra wealth,

But out of her poverty,

the widow put in everything she had,

all she had to live on.

Come, give to the Lord from your heart and as a servant. Amen.
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Offering

Offertory (Based on Mark 10:42-45) LSB 857 sts. 1, 4
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001267
Prayers

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution

Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute the wine—with individual cups or
common cup. The individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in the center of each
tray in the purple cups.

Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the communion rail, row by row, starting
with the front.

Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in starting with the outside wall towards
the center.

Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at
your own pace.

Return to your seat using the outside aisle. Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for
communion, sing the hymns as prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Mark 12:28-34,14:34-36,41-42,61-62,15:39)

NIODO
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

The Lord is God, the Lord is One,

and there is no other god besides Him.

May we love Him with all our heart

and with all our soul and with all our strength.

This is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.

Truly in Jesus He has brought us close to the kingdom of God.

Jesus prayed in great sorrow: “Abba, Father, remove this cup of suffering from Me. But
not what | will, but what You will.”

Jesus, the Son of Man, was betrayed into the hands of sinners.

On trial, the high priest asked Jesus, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”

And Jesus said, “I AM.”

And when He had been crucified and died, a centurion there at the cross said:

: “Truly, this man was the Son of God!”

Proper Preface for Mark LSB “Apostles and Evangelists”

P:

C:

Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made
known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal
nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Amen
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Sanctus (inspired by Mark 14:34-36) LSB 981 sts. 1-2
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB “Apostles and Evangelists”

P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by the
apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving promise fulfilled in
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, being instructed in the doctrine
of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may faithfully eat His body and drink His blood
and declare His salvation to all the world.

C: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Mark (14:22-25)
P: 22And as [Jesus and His disciples] were eating, [Jesus] took bread, and after blessing it

broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And he took a cup, and
when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. >#And he said to
them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. *>Truly, | say to
you, | will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new in

the kingdom of God.”

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

First Distribution Hymn Take Our Bread UMH #640
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Second Distribution Hymn Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB #620
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Post-Communion Prayer (Based on Mark 13:24-21)

P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You have told us that in the last days, after tribulation, the sun will
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. But we take hope from Your
Gospel, confirmed to us in Your body and blood given to us, that we will see You, the
Son of Man, coming in clouds with great power and glory. And You will send out the
angels and gather us, Your elect, from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven, to be with You for eternity.

C: Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Mark 5:34; 10:52)
P: As you have already heard this day, the words of Jesus which He spoke to others while
here on Earth, these are words which He speaks to you as well today:
“My children, your sins are forgiven.”
“Go your way; your faith has made you well.”
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Acknowledgements

This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2020.

Other portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 0000134438.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Cover photo: copyright of Jan van't Hoff of Gospelimages.com via FreeBibleimages.org

15



Closing Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing LSB LSB 643
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Announcements
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