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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
DAVE & CHERYL ROSS IN CELEBRATION OF CHERYL’S BIRTHDAY 

THE EPHESIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on words from  

Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Ephesus. 
Opening Hymn       All Glory, Laud, and Honor        LSB 442 

(Children process in during the hymn, and all wave palm branches in celebration.  
All children remain up front for the Gospel Reading).  

 

 

 

 
Invocation and Opening Words (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed  
  surround you with grace and peace. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Processional Gospel for Palm Sunday           Mark 11:1-1 (ESV) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 11th chapter.      
C:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, 
and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie 
it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it 
and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And they went away and found a colt tied at a 
door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those standing there said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6And they told them what Jesus had said, and 
they let them go. 7And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat 
on it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut from the fields.  

9And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

11And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around 
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.         
C:   Praise to You, O Christ.  
 Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Refrain        All Glory, Laud, and Honor       LSB 442 ref 
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Opening Prayers (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P:  God of our Lord Jesus the Anointed, Father of Glory: I call out to You on behalf of Your 

people. Give them minds ready to receive wisdom and revelation so they will truly 
know You.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your truth flood in. Shine Your light on 

the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious riches You are 
preparing as their inheritance.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Let them see the full extent of Your power that is at work in those of us who believe, and 

may it be done according to Your might and power. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Confession (Ephesians 1:3-4,2:1-3) 
P: God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for this 

world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, and 
blameless before Him, not because of anything we have done, but because of what 
He has done for us. But through our foreparents, Adam and Eve, and by our own 
actions, 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
P: You were corpses, dead in life, buried by transgressions, wandering the course of this 

perverse world. You were the offspring of the prince of the power of air—Satan—
oh, how he owned you, just as he still controls those living in disobedience. We were 
all guilty of falling headlong for the persuasive passions of this world; we all have had 
our fill of indulging the flesh and mind, obeying impulses to follow perverse thoughts 
motivated by dark powers. As a result, our natural inclinations led us to be children of 
wrath, just like the rest of humankind. 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
 Lord Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and save us from sin, death, and Satan. 
 Yes, Lord Jesus, be our Savior. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Ephesians 1:5-10) 
P: He destined you to be adopted as His children through the covenant Jesus the Anointed 

inaugurated in His sacrificial life. This was His pleasure and His will for us. Ultimately 
God is the one worthy of praise for showing you His grace; He is merciful and 
marvelous, freely giving you these gifts in His Beloved. Visualize this: His blood freely 
flowing down the cross, setting you free!  

  You are forgiven for your sinful ways by the richness of His grace, which He has 
poured all over you. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thank You, Lord Jesus. 
P: With all wisdom and insight, He has enlightened you to this great mystery of the Gospel 

at the center of His will. With immense pleasure, He laid out His intentions through 
Jesus, a plan that will be fulfilled when the time is right as He returns to create order 
and unity—both in heaven and on earth—when all things are brought together 
under the Anointed’s royal rule on the Last Day.  

C: Thank You, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Response of Praise  (Ephesians 1:7) LSB 551, sts. 1,4-5 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to 

greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may 
ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with 
trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:  Amen. 

Anthem   Fanfare for Palm Sunday    Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

 Lift your heads, ye mighty gates; the King of Glory comes! 
See the people celebrate; sing, “Blessed be the One!” 
Praise Him all ye people of earth. Praise Him with your songs of worth. 
Praise Him with your loud hosannas. Wave your palms with joy! 
 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to Jesus, the King! 
 
Lift your voices all ye children; Jesus is the King! 
Teach us how to give Him glory; let your praises ring! 
 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to the King! 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to Jesus, the King! 
 
Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 
 
Blessed be the Son of David!  Crown Him King of kings! 
Worship, blessing, honor, glory all your praises bring! 
See the wonders He has done; this Jesus, God’s own Song! 
With hosannas let us follow Jesus Christ, our King! 

Later in Holy Week. . .             Mark 14:3–9  (ESV) 
3And while [Jesus] was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at 

table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she 
broke the flask and poured it over his head.  

4There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted 
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like that? 5For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor.” And they scolded her.  

6But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful 
thing to me. 7For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do 
good for them. But you will not always have me. 8She has done what she could; she has 
anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Song of Praise                      Lord I Lift Your Name On High 
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Confession of Faith (Ephesians 1:15-16,2:8-22) 
P: When I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus that is present in you, our connected 

community gathered in this place, and of your great love for all God’s people, I thank 
Him for you, speaking to Him on your behalf in my prayers. Declare your faith now 
and praise Him with His True Word. 

C:  It is by God’s grace that we have been saved.  
  We receive it through faith. It was not our plan or our effort.  
  It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
  We didn’t earn it, none of us did,  
  so our Creed and Confession of Faith isn’t bragging. 
  We are the product of His hand, His workmanship, His poetry,  
  created in the Anointed Jesus,  
  to accomplish the good works God arranged long ago. 

  God gathered us who were so far away from the Lord  
  and brought us near to Him  
  by the royal blood of our Liberating King. 
  And so we are no longer called outcasts and wanderers  
  but citizens with God’s people, members of God’s holy family,  
  and residents of His household.  
  We are being built on a solid foundation:  
  the message of the prophets and the voices of God’s chosen emissaries  
  with Jesus, the Anointed Himself, the precious cornerstone.  
  The building is joined together stone by stone— 
  all of us chosen and sealed in Him,  
  rising up to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
  In Him we are being built together,  
  creating a sacred dwelling place among us  
  where God can live in the Spirit. Amen. 

Children’s Message  
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Hymn of the Day       Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness   LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 

 

 

 



 

10 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Ephesians 3:20-21)   
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)      

 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join us together in unity 
of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy temple, acceptable to you: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   C: Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Ephesians 3:20-21,6:23-24) 
P: Now to the God who can do so many awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, things 

greater than we ever could ask or imagine through the power at work in us. 
C:  To Him be all glory in the Church. 
P: You are brothers and sisters with Christ and with one another. May peace and love with 

faith be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. May His grace 
surround all who love our Lord Jesus the Anointed with a never-ending love. 

C:  To Him be all glory in our lives. Amen. 
Closing Hymn     Ride On, Ride On in Majesty   LSB 441 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 
Announcements 

 

Acknowledgements 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. © 2021. 

Liturgy Scripture passages taken from / adapted from The Voice Bible.  
Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved. 

Other portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Other scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers., Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community): Originally published by the Church of Scotland. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving: Portions adapted from Jan Richardson’s poem “So That You May Know the Hope” 

http://paintedprayerbook.com/2014/11/19/so-that-you-may-know-the-hope/ 
Song of Response: “Now to the God (Ephesians 3:20-21)” Text: © 2021 Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires., Tune: CCLI Song # 19038. Twila Paris 

© 1982 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
Cover photo / design: © 2024 BiCS Pics. www.bicspics.com 

  



 

12 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License # 11157642 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


