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THE EPHESIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on words from  

Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Ephesus. 

Proclamation  
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
Anthem          Christ Is Risen, Alleluia!                         Adult Choir 

(refrain)  Christ is risen, alleluia! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Christ is risen, alleluia! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
Christ is risen, alleluia! Christ is risen, alleluia!   
 
The strife is o’er, the battle is done, 
Let voices sing on high. 
The victory of life is won for He shall never die.  (refrain) 
 
Take all our sin and guilt away; our souls He now will save. 
From death to life, from earth to sky, He rises from the grave. (refrain) 

Invocation and Opening Words (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed  
  surround you with grace and peace. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P:  God of our Lord Jesus the Anointed, Father of Glory: I call out to You on behalf of Your 

people. Give them minds ready to receive wisdom and revelation so they will truly 
know You.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your truth flood in. Shine Your light on 

the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious riches You are 
preparing as their inheritance.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Let them see the full extent of Your power that is at work in those of us who believe, and 

may it be done according to Your might and power. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                         LSB 457 

 

 

 

 
  



4 

Holy Gospel for Easter             Mark 16:1-8 (ESV) 
1When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4And looking up, they 
saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6And 
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8And they went 
out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have 

overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of 
sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C:  Amen. 

Anthem    He Is the Risen Lord  Adult Choir 
(refrain)  He is the risen Lord. Sing alleluia to his name. 
He is the risen Lord. Forever he as Lord shall reign, forever he shall reign. 
 
Even death his will obeyed, For with his love he closed the grave. 
He is Lord. He is King. Every tongue confess and sing. (refrain) 
 
The Prince of Death has lost his prey. The King has rolled the stone away. 
He is Lord. He is King. Every tongue confess and sing. (refrain) 
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Confession (Ephesians 1:3-4,2:1-3) 
P: God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for this 

world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, and 
blameless before Him, not because of anything we have done, but because of what 
He has done for us. But through our foreparents, Adam and Eve, and by our own 
actions, 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
P: You were corpses, dead in life, buried by transgressions, wandering the course of this 

perverse world. You were the offspring of the prince of the power of air—Satan—
oh, how he owned you, just as he still controls those living in disobedience. We were 
all guilty of falling headlong for the persuasive passions of this world; we all have had 
our fill of indulging the flesh and mind, obeying impulses to follow perverse thoughts 
motivated by dark powers. As a result, our natural inclinations led us to be children of 
wrath, just like the rest of humankind. 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
 Lord Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and save us from sin, death, and Satan. 
 Yes, Lord Jesus, be our Savior. Amen. 

Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Ephesians 1:5-10) 
P: He destined you to be adopted as His children through the covenant Jesus the Anointed 

inaugurated in His sacrificial life. This was His pleasure and His will for us. Ultimately 
God is the one worthy of praise for showing you His grace; He is merciful and 
marvelous, freely giving you these gifts in His Beloved. Visualize this: His blood freely 
flowing down the cross, setting you free! You are forgiven for your sinful ways by the 
richness of His grace, which He has poured all over you. Therefore, in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thank You, Lord Jesus. 
P: With all wisdom and insight, He has enlightened you to this great mystery of the Gospel 

at the center of His will. With immense pleasure, He laid out His intentions through 
Jesus, a plan that will be fulfilled when the time is right as He returns to create order 
and unity—both in heaven and on earth—when all things are brought together 
under the Anointed’s royal rule on the Last Day.  

C: Thank You, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
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Response of Praise  (Ephesians 1:7) LSB 551, sts. 1,4-5 

 

 

 

Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join us together in 
unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy temple, acceptable to 
you: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Confession of Faith (Ephesians 1:15-16,2:8-22) 
P: When I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus that is present in you, our connected 

community gathered in this place, and of your great love for all God’s people, I thank 
Him for you, speaking to Him on your behalf in my prayers. Declare your faith now 
and praise Him with His True Word. 

C:  It is by God’s grace that we have been saved.  
  We receive it through faith. It was not our plan or effort.  
  It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
  We didn’t earn it, none of us did,  
  so our Creed and Confession of Faith isn’t bragging. 
  We are the product of His hand, His workmanship, His poetry,  
  created in the Anointed Jesus,  
  to accomplish the good works God arranged long ago. 

  God gathered us who were so far away from the Lord  
  and brought us near to Him  
  by the royal blood of our Liberating King. 
  And so we are no longer called outcasts and wanderers  
  but citizens with God’s people, members of God’s holy family,  
  and residents of His household.  
  We are being built on a solid foundation:  
  the message of the prophets and the voices of God’s chosen emissaries  
  with Jesus, the Anointed Himself, the precious cornerstone.  
  The building is joined together stone by stone— 
  all of us chosen and sealed in Him,  
  rising up to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
  In Him we are being built together,  
  creating a sacred dwelling place among us  
  where God can live in the Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day         He’s Risen, He’s Risen    LSB 480 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Message  

Sermon    
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Verse of Response    He’s Risen, He’s Risen       LSB 480 st. 5 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering 

Offertory (Ephesians 3:20-21)    
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)      
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Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders distribute 

the wine—with individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-removed wine in 
the center of each tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to the 
communion rail, row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain 
at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (Ephesians 1:19-23,2:4-7) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Father used His might and resurrection power in the Anointed One to raise Him from 

the dead and to position Him at His right hand in heaven.  
C: There is nothing above the Lord Jesus.  
P: He’s above all rule, authority, power, and dominion; over every name invoked, over every 

title bestowed in this age and the next. God has placed all things beneath His feet. 
C: There is nothing above the Lord Jesus.  
P: God anointed Him as the head over all things for His church. This church is His body, the 

fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
C: We are His body. We are His Church. 
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P: God, with the unfathomable richness of His love and mercy focused on us, united us with 
the Anointed One and infused our lifeless souls with life—even though we were buried 
under mountains of sin—and saved us by His grace. He raised us up with Him and 
seated us in the heavenly realms with our beloved Jesus the Anointed, the Liberating 
King He did this for a reason: so that for all eternity we will stand as a living testimony 
to the incredible riches of His grace and kindness that He freely gives to us by uniting 
us with Jesus the Anointed. 

C: We are His body. We are His Church. Amen. 
Sanctus (Inspired by Ephesians 2:4-5)        LSB 504, sts. 1,4; tune: 950 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Inspired by Ephesians 1:18)         

P: Almighty God, thank You for sending Your dear Son to die on the cross and rise again for 
us, sharing His body and blood with us in this meal for the forgiveness of our sins and 
strengthening of our faith. By this, may we know the hope that is not just for someday 
but for this day—here, now, in this moment that opens to us: hope not made of wishes 
but of substance, hope made of flesh and blood, hope that has breath and a beating 
heart, hope that knows how to sing when there seems little cause, hope that raises us 
from the dead—not someday but this day, every day, again and again and again, until 
that Last Day when we shall be raised once for all and for ever. Amen. 

C: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

1st Distribution Hymn    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today   LSB 469 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 
Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
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2nd Distribution Hymn        Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  LSB 487 

 

 

 

 
Common Dismissal  (When all have received the Supper and returned to their seats) 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer (Collect adapted; Inspired by Ephesians 2:19)  
P: O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith through this gift of Your 

body and blood, so that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be 
defended by Your mighty power and be strengthened in our connection to You and to 
one another as Your Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 
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Benediction (Blessing) (Ephesians 3:20-21,6:23-24) 
P: Now to the God who can do so many awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, things 

greater than we ever could ask or imagine through the power at work in us. 
C:  To Him be all glory in the Church. 
P: You are brothers and sisters with Christ and with one another. May peace and love with 

faith be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. May His grace 
surround all who love our Lord Jesus the Anointed with a never-ending love. 

C:  To Him be all glory in our lives. Amen. 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Closing Hymn     Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven   LSB 477 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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Easter Lily Donations  

  

We thank the following for 
Beautifying our worship area 

with the donation of Easter lilies:  
  

  

Rayos Family  
Karen & Lou Kailer 

Pamela Doyle 
Norman Balliet 

Don & Joanne Heidlauf 
Midge & Bill Ratzburg (2) 

Robert & Patricia Livingston (2) 
Holly Traynor (2) 
Joan Blasko (2)  

Sheila Bunnell (2) 
Maria Kube (2) 

Paul & Linda Groh (2) 
John & Karen Kozlik (2) 
Lance Rasmussen (2)  

Jim Franz (3) 
Dawn Werfelmann (3) 

David & Cheryl Ross (4) 
  
  

Please take your lily plant(s) Easter Sunday after the service 
 or later in the week if you would like to keep it. 

 


