After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles,
“appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).
After 40 days, He ascended to the heavens.

This year 40 days past Easter was Thurs, May 9, but we moved our celebration to today.
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NARRATIVE LECTIONARY — YEAR 2
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 2 of the Narrative Lectionary from the
appointed readings from the Old Testament, Acts, and 1 Corinthians.

Anthem Apple-Red Happiness Cherub & Junior Choirs

Explanation of the Christ Candle

The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark days
of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not victorious.
The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the Day of
Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week since in
celebration of the same. But today the Christ Candle is removed from the altar,
as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden from the eyes
of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy Spirit.
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Day when our ris-en Lord Rose in the heav-ens to reign. reign.
Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke Luke 24:44-53 (ESV)

44Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 99And
behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.”

>°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.
>'While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 5*And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >>and were continually in the
temple blessing God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.



Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P:

The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not
without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the
Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle

P: Jesus was revealed in the flesh, 1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53

C: declared righteous in Spirit,

P: seen by angels,

C: proclaimed among the nations,

P: believed onin the world,

C: taken upin glory.

P: Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit,

C: So that we may go forth with joy,

proclaiming Your Name. Amen.
Ascension Refrain Hail Thee, Festival Day LSB 489, ref-a
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Invocation (based on Deuteronomy 6:4-6)
P: Inthe name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Years ago Moses said, “Hear, O Israel.” Today | say, “Hear, O people of God.”
C: We hear!
P: Then declare the words of faith which God gave to your ancestors through Moses:
C: The LORD is our God,
the LORD is one!
We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength.
P: Keep these words in mind today even as we enter into His presence in worship.
C: The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!

We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

LSB 821 sts. 1-2, 4-5
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Confession and Absolution (Hosea 11:1-9)
P: The Lord spoke to His people through the prophet Hosea:
“The more | summoned them, the farther they departed from Me.
They sacrificed to the Baal idols and burned incense to images.”
C: We, too, are confronted with our sin:
God took us by the arm,
but we did not acknowledge that He has saved us.
God lifted the yoke of sin from our necks,
placing the burden on Jesus,
but we have often refused to repent!
We look for help in ourselves and in others and in false things.
We know we continue to turn away from the Lord God.
Forgive our sinful hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ who died and rose again. Amen.
P: Again the Lord spoke to His people through the prophet Hosea,
and He speaks these words of His enduring love to us:
“How can | give you up? How can | surrender you?
How can | treat you like a people destined for destruction?
How can | make you like a city wiped off the face of the Earth?
| will show you mercy, pulling back the punishment that you deserve.
All My tender compassions are aroused.
| will not carry out My fierce anger!
| cannot totally destroy you!
Because | am God—the Holy One among you—
| will not come in wrath!”
Therefore, based on this promise of God’s steadfast love, in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.




Song of Praise (based on Hosea 11:8-9) Tune: LSB 816
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Text: The Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires © 2023
pastorsquires@gmail.com

Children’s Message




Song of Praise Glorify Thy Name
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CCLI Song # 1383
© 1976, 1981 CCCM Music | Maranatha! Music
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11157642

The Ascension Story in Acts Acts 1:1-14 (ESV)

'In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God.

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; >for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°’And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, "and said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” ;
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2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,

a Sabbath day’s journey away. 3And when they had entered, they went up to the upper
room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. "All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Ascension

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

LSB 493 sts. 3—4
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Sermon

Hymn of the Day Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven LSB 477
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Al-le - lu-1ia, al - le-lu - ia To the tri - une Maj - es - ty!

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.—I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (Based on Genesis 2 and Isaiah 11:2) LSB 500 sts. 1, 3
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers
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The Lord’s Prayer

P:

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) (based on Deuteronomy 6:4-8)

P:

C
P:
C

Hear, O people of God.

We hear!

Declare the words of faith which God gave to your ancestors through Moses:

The LORD is our God,

the LORD is one!

We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength.

Keep these words in mind as you go from this place. Teach them to your children and
speak of them as you sit in your house, as you walk along the road, as you lie down,
and as you get up. May the Lord God keep these words of faith in your heart in the
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The LORD is our God,

the LORD is one!

We love the LORD our God with all our soul and all our heart and all our strength. Amen.
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Closing Hymn A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 sts. 1, 5-6
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Announcements
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