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THE GOSPEL OF ST. LUKE SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Luke’s Gospel. 

Luke is the focus of Year C Gospel readings in the Lectionary.   
Anthem      Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella   Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

BRING A TORCH, JEANNETTE, ISABELLA, BRING A TORCH, TO THE CRADLE RUN. 
BRING A TORCH, JEANNETTE, ISABELLA, BRING A TORCH, TO THE CRADLE RUN. 
IT IS JESUS, GOOD FOLK OF THE VILLAGE; CHRIST IS BORN AND MARY’S CALLING. 
AH! AH! BEAUTIFUL IS THE MOTHER!  
AH! AH! BEAUTIFUL IS HER SON! 
 

HASTEN NOW, GOOD FOLK OF THE VILLAGE, HASTEN THE CHRISTCHILD TO SEE. 
YOU WILL FIND HIM ASLEEP IN THE MANGER; QUIETLY COME AND WHISPER SOFTLY. 
HUSH! HUSH! PEACEFULLY NOW HE SLUMBERS.  
HUSH! HUSH! PEACEFULLY NOW HE SLEEPS. CHRIST IS BORN THIS HOLY NIGHT! 
 

BRING A TORCH, JEANNETTE, ISABELLA, BRING A TORCH, TO THE CRADLE RUN.  
HASTEN NOW GOOD FOLK OF THE VILLAGE, HASTEN NOW THE CHRISTCHILD TO SEE. 
IT IS JESUS, GOOD FOLK OF THE VILLAGE; CHRIST IS BORN AND MARY’S CALLING. 
AH! AH! BEAUTIFUL IS THE MOTHER!  
AH! AH! BEAUTIFUL IS HER SON! 
CHRIST IS BORN THIS HOLY NIGHT! 

Invocation (Based on Luke 2:14) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Glory to God in the highest, 
C:  peace to all the Earth, 
P: and goodwill from God in heaven. 
C: Amen. 
  



 

3 

Opening Hymn            Angels from the Realms of Glory                               LSB 367 sts. 1, ref, 2, 5 

 

 

 

 

 
Confession and Absolution  (Song of Zechariah—Luke 1:68-79 (LSB 238), along with Luke 3:7-8,10; 15:21) 
P: John the Baptist was called the prophet of the Most High, for He went before the Lord 

Jesus to prepare His way, confronting the people and us with our sin, saying: 
  “Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 
    Produce fruit that shows you have repented. Produce actions that show you have 

changed your hearts and lives.” The crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
  And we find ourselves asking this same question. 
C: Lord, we have sinned. What then shall we do? 
P: God calls on us to confess our sin and seek His forgiveness and mercy, 
  so that these words from the prodigal son in the parable of Jesus  
  become our own words of confession:  
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C: Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  
 I am no longer worthy to be called your child. 
P: John the Baptist, the prophet, went before the Lord Jesus to give His people knowledge 

of their salvation by the forgiveness of their sin. In the tender compassion of our God, 
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us to shine on those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
C: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
 He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of His servant David. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C:  Amen. 
Gloria in Excelsis  (based on Luke 2:14)        LSB 204 
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Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  O God, You have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light—Jesus, the Christ, Messiah, Savior, our Lord: Grant that we, who have 
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy Him perfectly in eternal life; 
in the Name of Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
Christmas Gospel—the Announcement to Mary   Luke 1:26–38 (ESV) 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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Anthem   All Because of Him           Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

NO OTHER STAR GAVE LIGHT BEFORE. NO LULLABY WAS SO SWEET. 
NO OTHER CORNER SO PLAIN BEFORE EVER SHELTERED A KING. 
NO OTHER NIGHT IS REMEMBERED MORE, WITH VERSES WRITTEN AND SUNG. 
NO OTHER BAB EVER BORN ON EARTH WOULD CHANGE EVERYTHING FOR US. 
 

NOW THERE IS LIGHT FOR THE DARKNESS AND HEALING FOR THE PAIN. 
WRONGS WILL BE RIGHTED AND TEARS WIPED AWAY.  
THERE IS STRENGTH FOR THE BATTLE AND LOVE THAT NEVER DIMS.  
HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD, ALL BECAUSE OF HIM. 
 

HE LEFT HIS THRONE FOR A PAUPER’S BED, TRADED HIS CROWN FOR A CROSS. 
HE LIVED TO COMFORT, TO HEAL AND BLESS OUT OF LOVE FOR US. 
WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE ONE MORE SONG TO SING, AND STORIES WE TELL AGAIN. 
ABOUT THAT NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM AND EVERY NIGHT SINCE THEN. 
 

NOW THERE IS LIGHT FOR THE DARKNESS AND HEALING FOR THE PAIN. 
WRONGS WILL BE RIGHTED AND TEARS WIPED AWAY. 
THERE IS STRENGTH FOR THE BATTLE AND LOVE THAT NEVER DIMS. 
HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD ALL BECAUSE OF HIM. ALL BECAUSE OF HIM. 

Versicles            Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:5; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:4 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  
 but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory,  
 the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Holy Gospel              Luke 2:1-20 (ESV) 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
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was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  

7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 peace to all the Earth, and goodwill from God in heaven!” 

P: The song the angels sang has now become our song of praise to Jesus: 
C: Glory to God in the highest, 
 peace to all the Earth, 
 and goodwill from God in heaven! 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of the Day                 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                     LSB 393 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Message 

Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 

Hymn of Response             On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  LSB 377 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession of Faith from Luke 24:26-27,32; 4:21; 24:44–49 
We confess that Jesus interpreted for us the things written about Himself in all the 
Scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets, so that our hearts burn 
within us when He opens the Scriptures to us by His Holy Spirit to reveal His grace and 
mercy. ——As Jesus declared, “Today these words have been fulfilled in your hearing.”——
He has opened our minds to understand the Scriptures, and shown us, “Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you—the Holy Spirit.” Amen. 
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Offering & Carols 

It Came upon the Midnight Clear           LSB 366 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful        LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2 
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Prayers of the Church 
P: Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the wonder 

and majesty of the incarnation. The Savior of the nations has come, and with joy we 
greet our newborn King. Let the proclamation of His birth sound forth throughout 
the whole Church on Earth. May our prayer be answered through 

C: the power of the Most High. 
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new creation; while we still 

live in a world wracked by the ravages of sin, we know that the final victory is Yours. 
Watch over all who face dangers and terror and oppression this night. May our 
prayer be answered through 

C: the power of the Most High. 
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit 

those who are lonely, sick, recovering or near death. Let Your presence be a comfort 
to them, and give them perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, 
deliverance and peace. May our prayer be answered through 

C: the power of the Most High. 
P: In the birth of Your Son, and by His death and resurrection, You have reconciled the 

world to Yourself. Keep us ever mindful that Jesus is for all people, every single 
person we will ever meet. And give us opportunity to tell others the good news of His 
coming so that they can join in the praise of Your holy name. May our prayer be 
answered through 

C: the power of the Most High. 
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the Body of 

Christ that is the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who have gone 
before us, especially those who have been with us during Christmases past and are 
now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your promise of resurrection and eternal 
life, and bring us at last together with them into Your presence at the full coming of 
Your kingdom. May our prayer be answered through 

C: the power of the Most High, and through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Amen. 



 

12 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Lighting of the Candles   (The Pastor lights the candles of the people at the center aisle who will 
pass the flame to the others in the row.  Please turn the unlit candle sideways to receive the light; do not 
turn lit candles on their side.  When all have received the light, the service continues with the liturgy.) 
P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  
C:   the light no darkness can overcome. 
P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,  
C:   and the day is almost over. 
P:  Let Your light scatter the darkness  
C:   and illumine Your Church. 
Closing Hymn               Silent Night, Holy Night                     LSB 363, sts. 1-2 
1 Silent night, holy night!  

All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace, 
    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 
    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Benediction                          based on Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
P: To you a child is born, to you a son is given; 
  and the government is upon his shoulder. 
  And his name is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  Sing to the Lord a new song, 
  for he has done marvelous things for you, 
  in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   C: Amen. 
Silent Night, Holy Night                 LSB 363, st. 3 
3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 


