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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

 

EPIPHANY REFRAINS 
An order of service using refrains and hymn verses related to Epiphany and God’s revealing of His Son. 

Opening Refrains  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here         LSB 399 sts. 1–2, 5 

 

 

 

Invocation  
P:  In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. Alleluia.  
P: Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?                     Matthew 2:2b 
C: For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel for the Epiphany           Matthew 2:1–12 (ESV) 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod 
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  6“‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
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7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had 
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the 
house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 
by another way.    

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:    Thanks be to God. 

Introit Refrains (Entrance Verses)  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                 LSB 394 sts. 1, 5 
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Introit  (Entrance Verses)                      Psalm 45:6–8a, 72:18–19; antiphon (repeated verses): Psalm 45:17 
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 
C: Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.  
P: The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 
  you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
C: Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
 Blessèd be his glorious name forever; 
 may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P: I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations; 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and ever. 
C: Amen. 

Confession (Admission) of Sin 
P: As we praise the Father for sending His Son, we are bold and confident to approach the 

Lord, admitting our sin, and clinging to His forgiveness…. Almighty God, our maker 
and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  
Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your 
grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy 
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase 
in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 
that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution (Forgiveness) 
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     

C:   Amen. 
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Thanksgiving Refrains O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright                       LSB 395 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day for the Celebration of the Epiphany) 
P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to 

the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your 
divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading   Luke 2:41-52 (VOICE) 
41 Every year during Jesus’ childhood, His parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover 
celebration. 42 When Jesus was 12, He made the journey with them. 43 They spent several 
days there, participating in the whole celebration. When His parents left for home, Jesus 
stayed in Jerusalem, but Joseph and Mary were not aware. 44 They assumed Jesus was 
elsewhere in the caravan that was traveling together. After they had already traveled a full 
day’s journey toward home, they began searching for Him among their friends and 
relatives. 45 When no one had seen the boy, Mary and Joseph rushed back to Jerusalem and 
searched for Him. 
 46 After three days of separation, they finally found Him—sitting among a group of 
religious teachers in the temple—asking them questions, listening to their answers. 
47 Everyone was surprised and impressed that a 12-year-old boy could have such deep 
understanding and could answer questions with such wisdom. 48 His parents, of course, had a 
different reaction. 

Mary: Son, why have You treated us this way? Listen, Your father and I have been sick with 
worry for the last three days, wondering where You were, looking everywhere for You. 

Jesus: 49 Why did you need to look for Me? Didn’t you know that I must be working for My 
Father? 

50 Neither Mary nor Joseph really understood what He meant by this. 51 Jesus went back to 
Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. His mother continued to store these 
memories like treasures in her heart. 52 And Jesus kept on growing—in wisdom, in physical 
stature, in favor with God, and in favor with others. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day for the Reading) 
P: Father, we praise You for sending Your Son to take up human flesh. We especially thank 

You that He was obedient to You in everything and did this in our place. Have mercy 
on us for all of the times we’ve broken Your commandments. Empower us through 
the message of our Brother who was sent for us, so that we might honor You in all 
we do. We ask this is in the Name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day    As with Gladness Men of Old                                       LSB 397 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 
Versicles                 Isaiah 9:2a; John 1:15; Isaiah 9:2b; John 1:14b, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:14 
P: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  but the darkness has not understood it. 
P: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C: We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son  
 who came from the Father. 
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

Sermon          

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory   Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn      LSB 391 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession of Faith      2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed and Luther’s explanation 
P: What do you believe about Jesus Christ? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 

man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering 



9 

and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, 
lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

Prayers of the Church 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  
 
Preface Verses       Let All Together Praise Our God         LSB 389 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you.  
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

First Distribution Hymn   O God of God, O Light of Light                                       LSB 810 sts. 1–3 
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Second Distribution Hymn        The People That in Darkness Sat                       LSB 412 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….          
C:   Amen. 

Prayer of Thanks 

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

Benediction 

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn             Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure                       LSB 533 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
This liturgy written and arranged by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 
Scripture quotations in the liturgy are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
The day’s reading from The Voice Bible © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved. 

CCLI License # 11157642 + Streaming License # 20645594 
Cover Art: “The Boy Jesus in the Temple” by He Qi. © 2013 He Qi. www.heqiart.com. All rights Reserved. Used by permission.  

 


