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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: 
CHRIS MASON AND SUE WALKER IN MEMORY OF THEIR FATHERS BIRTHDAY 

THE EPHESIANS SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing on words from  

Paul’s Letter to the Christians in Ephesus. 
Opening Hymn           You Are the Way; through You Alone                                    LSB 526 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3 

Invocation and Opening Words (Based on Ephesians 1:2,17-19) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: May God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed  
  surround you with grace and peace. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P:  God of our Lord Jesus the Anointed, Father of Glory: I call out to You on behalf of Your 

people. Give them minds ready to receive wisdom and revelation so they will truly 
know You.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your truth flood in. Shine Your light on 

the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious riches You are 
preparing as their inheritance.  

C: Yes, Lord Jesus. 
P: Let them see the full extent of Your power that is at work in those of us who believe, and 

may it be done according to Your might and power. 
C: Yes, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Confession (Ephesians 1:3-4,2:1-3) 
P: God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for this 

world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, and 
blameless before Him. But through our foreparents, Adam and Eve, and by our own 
actions, 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
P: You were corpses, dead in life, buried by transgressions, wandering the course of this 

perverse world. You were the offspring of the prince of the power of air—Satan—
oh, how he owned you, just as he still controls those living in disobedience. We were 
all guilty of falling headlong for the persuasive passions of this world. As a result, our 
natural inclinations led us to be children of wrath, just like the rest of humankind. 

C: We have sinned against the Lord. 
 Lord Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us and save us from sin, death, and Satan. 
 Yes, Lord Jesus, be our Savior. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)  (Ephesians 1:5-10) 
P: He destined you to be adopted as His children through the covenant Jesus the Anointed 

inaugurated in His sacrificial life. This was His pleasure and His will for us. Ultimately 
God is the one worthy of praise for showing you His grace; He is merciful and 
marvelous, freely giving you these gifts in His Beloved. Visualize this: His blood freely 
flowing down the cross, setting you free!  

   You are forgiven for your sinful ways by the richness of His grace, which He 
has poured all over you. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Thank You, Lord Jesus. 
P: With all wisdom and insight, He has enlightened you to this great mystery of the Gospel 

at the center of His will. With immense pleasure, He laid out His intentions through 
Jesus, a plan that will be fulfilled when the time is right as He returns to create order 
and unity—both in heaven and on earth—when all things are brought together 
under the Anointed’s royal rule on the Last Day.  

C: Thank You, Lord Jesus. To You be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Song of Response (Ephesians 3:20-21)    
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Collect (Prayer of the Connected Community – based on Ephesians 2:20) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have built your Church on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. Join us together in 
unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may become a holy temple, acceptable to 
you: through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

Anthem     LET’S JUST PRAISE THE LORD  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for you 

today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
 

LET’S JUST PRAISE THE LORD! PRAISE THE LORD!  
LET’S JUST LIFT OUR HANDS TO HEAVEN AND PRAISE THE LORD! 
LET’S JUST PRAISE THE LORD! PRAISE THE LORD! 
LET’S JUST LIFT OUR HANDS TO HEAVEN AND PRAISE THE LORD! 
 

O WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS, WE THANK YOUR FOR YOUR LOVE, 
WE HAVE BEEN IN HEAVENLY PLACES, FELT BLESSINGS FROM ABOVE; 
WE’VE BEEN SHARING ALL THE GOOD THINGS, THE FAMILY CAN AFFORD, 
LET’S JUST TURN OUR PRAISE TOWARD HEAVEN AND PRAISE THE LORD. 
 

JUST THE PRECIOUS NAME OF JESUS IS WORTHY OF OUR PRAISE,  
LET US BOW OUR KNEES BEFORE HIM, OUR HANDS TO HEAVEN RAISE;  
WHEN HE COMES IN CLOUDS OF GLORY, WITH HIM WE’LL EVER REIGN, 
SO LET’S LIFT OUR HAPPY VOICES AND PRAISE HIS NAME. 
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Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading       Luke 6:1-16 (ESV) 
Jesus was going through the grain fields on a Sabbath, and his disciples picked some heads 
of wheat, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. 2 But some of the Pharisees said,  

Pharisees: Why are you doing what is against the law on the Sabbath?  
3 Jesus answered them,  

Jesus: Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry— 4 how 
he entered the house of God, took and ate the sacred bread, which is not lawful for any 
to eat but the priests alone, and gave it to his companions? 5 …The Son of Man is lord of 
the Sabbath. 

6 On another Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogue and was teaching. Now a man was 
there whose right hand was withered. 7 The experts in the law and the Pharisees watched 
Jesus closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they could find a reason to 
accuse him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, 

Jesus: Get up and stand here.  

So the man rose and stood there. 9 Then Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: I ask you, is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil, to save a life or to 
destroy it?  

10 After looking around at them all, he said to the man,  

Jesus: Stretch out your hand.  

The man did so, and his hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with mindless rage and 
began debating with one another what they would do to Jesus. 
 12 Now it was during this time that Jesus went out to the mountain to pray, and he spent 
all night in prayer to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples and chose twelve of 
them, whom he also named apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), and his brother 
Andrew; and James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 
Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas the son of James, and Judas 
Iscariot, who became a traitor. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Collect (Prayer for the Reading) 
P: Eternal God, Your Son Jesus Christ is our true Sabbath rest. Help us to keep each day holy 

by receiving His Word of comfort that we may find our rest in Him, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Song of Praise                 Praise the Father, Praise the Son 
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Confession of Faith (Ephesians 1:15-16,2:8-22) 
P: When I heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus that is present in you, our connected 

community gathered in this place, and of your great love for all God’s people, I thank 
Him for you, speaking to Him on your behalf in my prayers. Declare your faith now 
and praise Him with His True Word. 

C:  It is by God’s grace that we have been saved.  
  We receive it through faith. It was not our plan or effort.  
  It is God’s gift, pure and simple.  
  We didn’t earn it, none of us did,  
  so our Creed and Confession of Faith isn’t bragging. 
  We are the product of His hand, His workmanship, His poetry,  
  created in the Anointed Jesus,  
  to accomplish the good works God arranged long ago. 
  God gathered us who were so far away from the Lord  
  and brought us near to Him  
  by the royal blood of our Liberating King. 
  And so we are no longer called outcasts and wanderers  
  but citizens with God’s people, members of God’s holy family,  
  and residents of His household.  
  We are being built on a solid foundation:  
  the message of the prophets and the voices of God’s chosen emissaries  
  with Jesus, the Anointed Himself, the precious cornerstone.  
  The building is joined together stone by stone— 
  all of us chosen and sealed in Him,  
  rising up to become a holy temple in the Lord.  
  In Him we are being built together,  
  creating a sacred dwelling place among us  
  where God can live in the Spirit. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day            O Day of Rest and Gladness                                                   LSB 906 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon   
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Ephesians 1:7)        LSB 551, sts. 1,4-5  
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)      

 

 

 

Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  
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Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray 
in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to 
the communion rail, row by row, starting with 
the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling 
in starting with the outside wall towards the 
center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at 
your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
Preface of the Lord’s Supper (Ephesians 1:19-23,2:4-7) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Father used His might and resurrection power in the Anointed One to raise Him from 

the dead and to position Him at His right hand in heaven.  
C: There is nothing above the Lord Jesus.  
P: He’s above all rule, authority, power, and dominion; over every name invoked, over every 

title bestowed in this age and the next. God has placed all things beneath His feet. 
C: There is nothing above the Lord Jesus.  
P: God anointed Him as the head over all things for His church. This church is His body, the 

fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
C: We are His body. We are His Church. 
P: God, with the unfathomable richness of His love and mercy focused on us, united us with 

the Anointed One and infused our lifeless souls with life—even though we were buried 
under mountains of sin—and saved us by His grace. He raised us up with Him and 
seated us in the heavenly realms with our beloved Jesus the Anointed, the Liberating 
King He did this for a reason: so that for all eternity we will stand as a living testimony 
to the incredible riches of His grace and kindness that He freely gives to us by uniting 
us with Jesus the Anointed. 

C: We are His body. We are His Church. Amen. 
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Sanctus (Inspired by Ephesians 2:4-5)         LSB 504, sts. 1,4; tune: 950 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Inspired by Ephesians 1:18)         

P: Almighty God, thank You for sending Your dear Son to die on the cross and rise again for 
us, sharing His body and blood with us in this meal for the forgiveness of our sins and 
strengthening of our faith. By this, may we know the hope that is not just for someday 
but for this day—here, now, in this moment that opens to us: hope not made of wishes 
but of substance, hope made of flesh and blood, hope that has breath and a beating 
heart, hope that knows how to sing when there seems little cause, hope that raises us 
from the dead—not someday but this day, every day, again and again and again, until 
that Last Day when we shall be raised once for all and for ever. Amen. 

C: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     
C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 
First Distribution Hymn      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                  LSB 549 sts. 1–3, 6 
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Second Distribution Hymn   The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord       LSB 634 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Common Dismissal  (When all have received the Supper and returned to their seats) 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 
Post-Communion Prayer (Collect adapted; Inspired by Ephesians 2:19)  
P: Let us pray. O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith through this 

gift of Your Son’s body and blood, so that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, 
we may ever be defended by Your mighty power and be strengthened in our 
connection to You and to one another as Your Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Benediction (Blessing) (Ephesians 3:20-21,6:23-24) 
P: Now to the God who can do so many awe-inspiring things, immeasurable things, things 

greater than we ever could ask or imagine through the power at work in us. 
C:  To Him be all glory in the Church. 
P: You are brothers and sisters with Christ and with one another. May peace and love with 

faith be yours from God the Father and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. May His grace 
surround all who love our Lord Jesus the Anointed with a never-ending love. 

C:  To Him be all glory in our lives. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                          Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                                                    LSB 643 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 

Sunday, February 2  
 Worship (In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30-11:30AM 

 

Sunday, February 9  
 Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30-11:30AM 

 

Sunday, February 16  
 Worship (In Gym w/Communion) – 9AM 

Fellowship 10-10:30AM 
Education Hour 10:30-11:30AM 

 

Sunday, February 23  
 Worship (In Gym) – 9AM 
Fellowship 10-10:30AM 

Education Hour 10:30-11:30AM 
 
 

Contact the office if you have any questions about the schedule. Ushers, 
Readers, and various other volunteers are always needed for in-person 
worship and communion. If you are interested in volunteering for one of 
those roles, please contact 
 

 
 


