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A LITURGY OF DOUBT AND HOPE 
Worship in a traditional order with words of doubt and hope  

from Scripture, poets, and writers. 
Opening Hymn                   Christ, the Life of All the Living                   LSB 420 sts. 1, 6–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Invocation                        Jude 1-2,20-22,25 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
  May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
C: To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,  
 before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
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P: We come to be built up in our most holy faith, 
  building one another up through the Word of God. 
  God the Father calls on us to have compassion on one another: 
C: “Have mercy on those who doubt.” 
P: God the Son calls on us to support one another  
  as we wait for His mercy that leads to eternal life: 
C:  Jesus is able to keep us from stumbling  
 and to present us blameless before the presence of his glory  
 with great joy. Amen. 
Confession of Sins                         Based on “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not fine? 
C: Because I’m not fine, and you’re not fine. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re afraid? 
C: Because I’m afraid, and you’re afraid. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have doubts? 
C: Because I have doubts, and you have doubts. 
P: Can we just admit together that we’re not free? 
C: Because I’m not free, and I want to be. 
P: If you’re not free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 We humbly call out Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe, 
 Emmanuel. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
P: Can we just admit together that we have failed? 
C: Because I have failed, and you have failed. 
P: Can we just admit that our hands aren’t clean? 
C: And our hearts aren’t clean, and they’ll never be. 
P: Until we’re freed, and mercy sings. 
C: Emmanuel, God with us today, 
 We desperately cling to Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, As near as our need, 
 As close as the air that we breathe.  
 Emmanuel. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
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Absolution (Forgiveness)                  Based on liturgy by Bernie Seter and “Emmanuel” by Aaron Niequist 
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, 

which means He does not desire your death. But rather He calls you to turn from your 
wicked ways and find life in the life of Christ. He has had mercy upon you. He graciously 
forgives your sins through the death and resurrection of your Lord Jesus Christ. He 
strengthens you by the power of the Holy Spirit to amend your sinful lives according 
to His will, and will keep you in His grace until that day when He will take you to be with 
Him for eternity. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, in His stead 
and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel, 
 Who came near so we are freed, 
 As close as the Word that we hear. 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. 
P: Now we can admit together that we’ve failed, 
C: Because I am forgiven, and you are forgiven. 
P: Now we can admit together that our hands aren’t clean, 
C: Because Jesus made me clean, and He made you clean. 
P: If you’re now free, then call out to God with me: 
C: Emmanuel, 
 God with us today, 
 In thanksgiving we praise Your Name: 
 Emmanuel. 
 The Lord has had mercy on us. Amen.    
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Collect (Prayer for the 2nd Sunday in Lent) 
P: Let us pray.  O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 

defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
Today’s Reading          Luke 13:1-9,31-35 (NET) 
 Now there were some present on that occasion who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 He answered them, “Do you think these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered these 
things? 3 No, I tell you! But unless you repent, you will all perish as well! 4 Or those eighteen 
who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them, do you think they were worse 
offenders than all the others who live in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you! But unless you 
repent you will all perish as well!” 
 6 Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the worker who tended the vineyard, 
‘For three years now, I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and each time I inspect it I 
find none. Cut it down! Why should it continue to deplete the soil?’ 8 But the 
worker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year too, until I dig around it and put 
fertilizer on it. 9 Then if it bears fruit next year, very well, but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 31 At that time, some Pharisees came up and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, because 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 But he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I am casting out 
demons and performing healings today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete 
my work. 33 Nevertheless I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the next day, 
because it is impossible that a prophet should be killed outside Jerusalem.’ 34 O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who are sent to you! How often I have 
longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you would have none of it! 35 Look, your house is forsaken! And I tell you, you will not see 
me until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
Collect (Prayer for the Reading) 
P: Lord our God, blessed is the One who comes in Your name! Gather us in Your gentle 

presence as a hen shelters her brood beneath her wings. Finish the work You have 
begun in us so that we may show Your glory; through Jesus Christ, our peace.   

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day          Just as I Am, without One Plea                                    LSB 570 sts. 1, 4–6 

 

 

 
Devotion 
Confession of Faith (adapted from the Apostles’ Creed)            First Nations Version 
Our Father and Creator, the One Above Us All,  
 made all things in the world above and the earth below. 
Jesus, his special born Son,  
 was fathered by the Holy Spirit  
 and was born into this world through a virgin named Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, a ruler of the Roman people,  
 who had him nailed to a tree pole, the cross, where he bled to death. 
He was buried and then went down to the world of the dead. 
On the third day he came back to life, never to die again. 
He returned to his Father in the world above  
 and sat down at his powerful right hand.  
One day he will return to this earth to make the final decision  
 about the eternity of the living and the dead. 
After he went to the world above,  
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to us from the Father,  
 to live in and through us. 
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There is only one holy and world-wide group of believers in Jesus 
 —a Sacred Family called his Church.  
All of the Holy Spirit’s holy people sit together equally in this Family  
 and share his Sacred Food at his table. 
He has forgiven us and set us free from all of our broken ways,  
 and all who trust in him, even though they cross over to death,  
 will be brought back to life again,  
 to a life that will never end. Amen. 

Offering 

Offertory     Create in Me     LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Church     based on Langston Hughes’ poem “Prayer [2]” 
P: Gather up 
  in the arms of your mercy 
C: The sick, the depraved 
 The desperate, the tired, 
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P: All the scum 
  of our weary city. 
  Gather up 
C: In the arms of your mercy. 
P: Gather up 
C: In the arms of your love— 
P: Those who expect 
C: No love from above. 
P: For them—for us— 
C: We pray now.       Pastor then offers the Prayers of the Church 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)        Colossians 1:19-20 
P: God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus Christ, and through Him to reconcile 

to Himself all things, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross. You are 
reconciled to God the Father, through the work of God the Son, and kept in this faith 
by God the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
Closing Hymn                           Abide, O Dearest Jesus                                                  LSB 919 sts. 1–2, 5–6 

 

 

Announcements 
 

* Jesus reached out to people considered 
by others to be “scum”. We reach out to 
all people. And we ourselves may even 
feel like “scum” sometimes.  

     But look at how God responds with love. 


