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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
STEPHANIE BUNNELL IN CELEBRATION OF SHEILA’S BIRTHDAY 

THE STOLTZMAN AND BILLINGS FAMILIES IN CELEBRATION OF MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
LENT PROPHETS 

This service draws from Old Testament prophets, often part of our Lenten meditations,  
who call God’s people to repent of their sins and seek His forgiveness.  

Entrance Words and Invocation                            based on Joel 2:12-13,15-17 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
P: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people.  
  Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children. 
C: We are gathered. 
 Where is our God? 
P: The LORD declares to you, “Yet even now, return to me with all your heart, with fasting,  
  with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
C: Will He spare us? 
P: Return to the LORD, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
C: He has sent this blessing upon us. Amen. 

Opening Hymn              The King of Love My Shepherd Is                LSB 709 sts. 1, 3, 6 
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Confession of Sin and Absolution                    based on Ezekiel 33:7,10-11,14,16 and Isaiah 12:1-2 
P: The LORD said to His servant Ezekiel,  
  “I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.  
   Whenever you hear a word from my mouth,  
   you shall give them warning from me.” 
  Hear now today, you people of God, 
  His word of warning that still comes to us: 
  “I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die.’” 
C: Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us,  
 and we rot away because of them.  
 How then can we live? 
P: It is true what you have said, but the Lord GOD declares to you: 
  “As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked,  
   but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” 
  Turn back, repent, return to the Lord your God, 
  for with Him there is forgiveness and mercy and grace evermore. 
C: We turn back to You, O Lord;  
 we repent; we have returned to You, Our God. Amen. 
P: And the LORD declares,  
  “None of the sins that you have committed shall be remembered against you.  
    You have done what is just and right; you shall surely live.” 
  For the Lord grants you His righteousness; His new life is yours. 
  Therefore, as His called and ordained servant in Jesus Christ, 
  I forgive you all your sin  
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 I give thanks to You, O LORD, 
 because even though You were angry with me, 
 Your anger turned away, so that You might comfort me. 
 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
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Song of Praise                                  I Love You Lord 
                      

  

Greeting and Collect (Prayer for the 3rd Sunday in Lent) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Anthem                                                I Surrender All                                      Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 

All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee,  
My blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

All to Jesus I surrender; humbly at his feet I bow, 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; take me, Jesus, take me now. 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee,  
My blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 
All to Jesus I surrender; Lord, I give myself to thee; 
Fill me with they love and power; let thy blessing fall on Me. 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee,  
My blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 
All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the sacred flame. 
O the joy of full salvation! Glory, glory to his name! 
I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee,  
My blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

Verse           Hebrews 12:2 

P: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,                       
C: the author and perfecter of our faith, 
P: who for the joy that was set before him  
C: endured the cross, despising the shame, 
P: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

  

 

 

 

 



6 

Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading                Luke 15 (NET) 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the 
experts in the law were complaining,  

Pharisees and experts in the law: This man welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
3 So Jesus told them this parable:  

Jesus: 4 Which one of you, if he has a hundred sheep and loses one of them, would not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go look for the one that is lost until he finds 
it? 5 Then when he has found it, he places it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 Returning home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, telling them,  

Shepherd: Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep that was lost.  

Jesus: 7 I tell you, in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to repent. 
 8 Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search thoroughly until she finds it? 9 Then when she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,  

Woman: Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost. 

Jesus: 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels over one 
sinner who repents. 

[Then Jesus told a third parable]: 

Jesus: 11 A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father,  

Younger Son: Father, give me the share of the estate that will belong to me.  

Jesus: So the father divided his assets between them. 13 After a few days, the younger son 
gathered together all he had and left on a journey to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his wealth with a wild lifestyle. 14 Then after he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and worked 
for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He was 
longing to eat the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 But 
when he came to his senses he said,  

Younger Son: How many of my father’s hired workers have food enough to spare, but here I 
am dying from hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired workers.”  

Jesus: 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way from home his 
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father saw him, and his heart went out to him; he ran and hugged his son and kissed him. 
21 Then his son said to him,  

Younger Son: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.  

Jesus: 22 But the father said to his slaves,  

Father: Hurry! Bring the best robe, and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet! 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it! Let us eat and celebrate, 24 because this son of 
mine was dead, and is alive again—he was lost and is found!  

Jesus: So they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older son was in the field. As he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the slaves and 
asked what was happening. 27 The slave replied,  

Slave: Your brother has returned, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he got 
his son back safe and sound.  

Jesus: 28 But the older son became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
appealed to him, 29 but he answered his father,  

Older Son: Look! These many years I have worked like a slave for you, and I never disobeyed 
your commands. Yet you never gave me even a goat so that I could celebrate with my 
friends! 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your assets with 
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him! 

Jesus: 31 Then the father said to him,  

Father: Son, you are always with me, and everything that belongs to me is yours. 32 It was 
appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost 
and is found. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Collect (Prayer for the Reading) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, even as You have found many wandering 

from teacher to teacher, searching for the true God. Grant that we and all who seek 
for a deeper knowledge of the sublime wisdom of Your eternal Word may be found 
by You, who sent Your Son to seek and to save the lost; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day                        Shepherd, Do You Tramp the Hills               SNT #39; tune: LSB 394 

 

Children’s Message 

Sermon     

Confession of Faith                based on the Apostles’ Creed and Ezekiel 33:12-14 
P: In the 3rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed, we declare: 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
P: Hear this promise from the Lord: 
  “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves,  
   and raise you from your graves, O my people.  
   And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.  
   Then you shall know that I am the LORD;  
   I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
C: Amen, amen.  Yes, yes, it shall be so. 
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Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory           (Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)      LSB 920; tune: 616 

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)     
P: With joy you have drawn water from the wells of salvation, so say:            based on Isaiah 12:3-6 
C: Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples, 
 proclaim that his name be exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth. 
 Shout, and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
  bless and preserve you.       
C:   Amen.  
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Closing Hymn                  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                             LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Announcements 
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Lenten Devotional Worship   
Wednesdays 6:30 – 7:15PM   

  

Join us on Wednesday evenings in Lent for a series of meditative 
worship services through the journey of Lent, journeying with Jesus 
on the way to Jerusalem, the cross, the tomb, and the resurrection.   
   
We will contemplate readings from the Gospel of Luke through the 
series, "Everything In Between", drawing our attention to God's 
Word through poetry and art. The series resources are from  
www.sanctifiedart.org .   

 
 Devotion, artwork, poetry, and series by:   
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EASTER LILIES   

Order Deadline:    
Monday, March 31  

   
  
        As a donation to Bethel Lutheran Church I would like _________ Easter lily 

plant(s) at $14.00 each to be placed in our worship areas for Easter 
services on April 20.  

  
  
                                   __________________________________________________________________________________  

Name and telephone number [please print]  
  
  

Total amount enclosed: $_______________  
  

  

 Checks can be written to “Bethel Lutheran Church” and place check (or cash) 
with the form in an envelope, marked “Easter lilies” and place in the offering 
plate or turn in at the church office. ***Please include your donation when 
you submit your form.  

  
  

Remember to take your lily plant(s)  
Easter Sunday after the service   

or later in the week if you would like to keep it.  
  

 


