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PSALMS (2023 LITURGIES) 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from the Psalms.  

This combines elements from the three different liturgies created in 2023. 
Opening Hymn  The King of Love My Shepherd Is                    LSB 709, ts. 1, 3, 6 

 

 

 
Invocation (based on Psalms 107:31-32a,35) 
P: Let us give thanks to the LORD for His loyal love, 
  and for the amazing things He has done for people. 
C: Let us exalt Him here in the assembly of the people. 
P: This is what He has done for you, His people: 
  He turned a desert into a pool of water, and a dry land into springs of water. 

He has washed you clean in the water of your baptism: 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Let us exalt Him here in the assembly of the people. Amen. 
Psalm of Praise (Based on Psalm 107:35)  See, the Streams of Living Waters   LSB 648 st. 2 
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Confession of Sins (based on Psalm 42:1-2,5,8,11) 
P: As a deer longs for streams of water, 
C: so I long for you, O God! 
 I thirst for God, for the living God. 
 When will I be able to go and appear in God’s presence?  
P: Why are you discouraged in your soul? Why are you upset?  
  Wait for God! 
C: But I know my sinfulness. 
 I feel as if I am separated from God’s presence. 
P: Why are you discouraged in your soul? Why are you upset?  
  Wait for God! 
C: But I am overwhelmed by my sinfulness. 
 When will I be able to go and appear in God’s presence? 
P:  By day the LORD decrees His loyal love, through the Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
  and by night He gives you a song, a prayer to the God of your life. 
C: Through the cross and resurrection, 
 I will again give thanks to my God for His saving intervention.  

 Father, reveal Your light and Your faithfulness. 
 They will lead me; they will escort me back to Your holy presence. 
 Then I will go to the altar of God, who gives me great joy. 
P: Wait for God and His salvation. 
C: Then I will again give thanks to my God for His saving intervention. 
P: Selah. . .We pause in His presence, 
C: remembering our sins and our need for the Lord’s forgiveness. 

(silent meditation) 
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Absolution (Declaration of Forgiveness) (based on Psalm 49:7,9,15) 
P: Certainly no one can redeem another person from their sin; 
  no one can pay God an adequate ransom price 

so that they might continue to live forever and not experience death.  
 But God Himself will rescue your life from the power of the grave; 
  Jesus Christ took on flesh, paid the price with His own life, 
  so that you will continue to live forever even after death. 

Certainly He will pull you to safety, rescuing you from your sin. 
 Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 

Song of Praise (based on Psalm 25)        tune: LSB 892 

 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer for the 3rd Sunday in Lent) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray.  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 



5 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Today’s Narrative Lectionary Reading                Luke 15:11-32 (NET) 
11 Then Jesus said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 

give me the share of the estate that will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets between 
them. 13 After a few days, the younger son gathered together all he had and left on a journey 
to a distant country, and there he squandered his wealth with a wild lifestyle. 14 Then after he 
had spent everything, a severe famine took place in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and worked for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed pigs. 16 He was longing to eat the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything. 17 But when he came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
workers have food enough to spare, but here I am dying from hunger! 18 I will get up and go 
to my father and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired workers.”’ 20 So he got up 
and went to his father. But while he was still a long way from home his father saw him, and 
his heart went out to him; he ran and hugged his son and kissed him. 21 Then his son said to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Hurry! Bring the best robe, and put it on him! Put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet! 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it! Let us eat and 
celebrate, 24 because this son of mine was dead, and is alive again—he was lost and is 
found!’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field. As he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the slaves and asked what was happening. 27 The 
slave replied, ‘Your brother has returned, and your father has killed the fattened calf because 
he got his son back safe and sound.’ 28 But the older son became angry and refused to go in. 
His father came out and appealed to him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look! These many 
years I have worked like a slave for you, and I never disobeyed your commands. Yet you never 
gave me even a goat so that I could celebrate with my friends! 30 But when this son of 
yours came back, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fattened 
calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything that 
belongs to me is yours. 32 It was appropriate to celebrate and be glad, for your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.’” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Collect (Prayer for the Reading) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, even as You have found many wandering 

from teacher to teacher, searching for the true God. Grant that we and all who seek 
for a deeper knowledge of the sublime wisdom of Your eternal Word may be found 
by You, who sent Your Son to seek and to save the lost; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Hymn of the Day                        Shepherd, Do You Tramp the Hills               SNT #39; tune: LSB 394 

 

Sermon 
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Confession of Faith (Based on Psalm 23, the Apostles’ Creed & the Catechism) 
(spoken in unison) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe the LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 
All this he does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy,  
without any merit or worthiness in me. 

And I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
Jesus has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,  
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
I believe He prepares a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
He anoints my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth,  
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead,  
and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. Amen. 

Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Hymn                I Waited for the Lord (Psalm 40)       adapted from text by Barnby; tune: LSB: 560 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar) 

Prayers of the Church (Based on Psalms 68:4,19-20; 45:6-7a,17; 68:5-6a,9-10) 
P: Sing to God! Sing praises to His name. 
  Exalt the One who rides on the clouds.  
C: For Yahweh is His name. 
 Rejoice before Him. 
P: The Lord deserves praise. 
  Day after day He carries our burden, the God who delivers us. 
  Selah. . .pause in His presence. 

 (we offer our silent thanks to God) 

  Our God is a God who delivers; 
C: Yahweh, the Lord-Over-All-Things, can rescue from death. 
P: (…Pastor offers thanksgivings. . .) 
  As the psalm declares: Your throne, O God, is permanent. 
  The scepter of Your kingdom is a scepter of justice. 
C: You love justice and hate evil. 
P: We will proclaim Your greatness through the coming years, 
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C: then the nations will praise You forever. 
P: (…Pastor prays for the world and the nation. . .) 
  As the psalm declares: God is a father to the fatherless 
  and an advocate for widows. 
C: God rules from His holy dwelling place. 
P: God settles in their own homes those who have been deserted; 
C: He frees prisoners and grants them prosperity. 
P: O God, You cause abundant showers to fall on Your chosen people. 
  When they are tired, You sustain them, for You live among them. 
C: You sustain the oppressed with Your good blessings, O God. 
P: (…Pastor prays for specific needs. . .) 
  As the psalm declares: The Lord deserves praise.   
  Day after day He carries our burden, the God who delivers us. 
  Sing to God! Sing praises to His name. Exalt the One who rides on the clouds.  
C: For Yahweh is His name. 
 Rejoice before Him. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (based on Psalm 40:1-4a) 
P: You waited patiently for the Lord; 

  and he turned toward you and heard your cry for help. 
  He lifted you out of the watery pit, out of the slimy mud. 
  May he place your feet on a rock and give you secure footing. 
  He has given you reason to sing a new song, praising our God. 
C: May many see what God has done, 
 so that they might swear allegiance to him and trust in the Lord. 
P: How blessed are you who trust in the Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn                                       God Loves Me Dearly            LSB 392, sts. 1, ref, 3–5 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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Lenten Devotional Worship   
Wednesdays 6:30 – 7:15PM   

  

Join us on Wednesday evenings in Lent for a series of meditative 
worship services through the journey of Lent, journeying with Jesus 
on the way to Jerusalem, the cross, the tomb, and the resurrection.   
   
We will contemplate readings from the Gospel of Luke through the 
series, "Everything In Between", drawing our attention to God's 
Word through poetry and art. The series resources are from  
www.sanctifiedart.org .   

 
 Devotion, artwork, poetry, and series by:   
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EASTER LILIES   

Order Deadline:    
Monday, March 31  

   
  
        As a donation to Bethel Lutheran Church I would like _________ Easter lily 

plant(s) at $14.00 each to be placed in our worship areas for Easter 
services on April 20.  

  
  
                                   __________________________________________________________________________________  

Name and telephone number [please print]  
  
  

Total amount enclosed: $_______________  
  

  

 Checks can be written to “Bethel Lutheran Church” and place check (or cash) 
with the form in an envelope, marked “Easter lilies” and place in the offering 
plate or turn in at the church office. ***Please include your donation when 
you submit your form.  

  
  

Remember to take your lily plant(s)  
Easter Sunday after the service   

or later in the week if you would like to keep it.  


