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Good Friday worship begins without the usual greeting.  Pastor and the acolyte enter in 
silence, the opening words are read, followed by silent prayer before the hymn.   

Please complete attendance cards found in the pew and pass them to the center aisle.  
Leave them there in the pew for the ushers to pick up at the end of the service. 

Please note that the service ends in darkness and silence.  Remain in the sanctuary for 
silent reflection and prayer, exiting at your own pace.  The congregation leaves in silence, 
meditating on the sacrifice of Christ.  You may gather in the Fellowship Hall for conversation. 
Pastor Squires will come there afterwards if you were hoping to speak with him today. 
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Opening Words  
P: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer;  
  God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, have mercy.  
C:   Amen. 

Silent Prayer 

Opening Hymn                         Jesus, Refuge of the Weary                   LSB 423   
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Sentence and Response  
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
C: O come, let us worship Him. 
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
C: O come, let us worship Him. 
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
C: O come, let us worship Him. 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  I confess to God Almighty, 

before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned 
in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your 
sins. Amen. 

P:  Amen.  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. 

C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers 
and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by 
my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive 
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.          
C:   Amen.  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. 

Gospel Reading – Before the Council                        Luke 22:63-71 (NET) 
63 Now [in the early hours of the morning], the men who were holding Jesus under guard 

began to mock him and beat him. 64 They blindfolded him and asked him repeatedly, 
“Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 They also said many other things against him, reviling him. 

66 When day came, the council of the elders of the people gathered together, both the 
chief priests and the experts in the law. Then they led Jesus away to their council 67 and said, 
“If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and 
if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right 
hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” He 
answered them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, “Why do we need further testimony? 
We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!” 

Prayer    
P: Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at the hands of sinners and endured the 

shame of the cross. Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the way of 
life and peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C:  Amen. 
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Hymn for Meditation        O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken         LSB 439 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

Meditation 
(Pastor will offer brief meditations after some of the readings) 
Gospel Reading – Before Pilate and Herod                Luke 23:1-12 (NET) 

Then the whole group of them rose up and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They began to 
accuse him, saying, “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding us to pay the 
tribute tax to Caesar and claiming that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief 
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 5 But they 
persisted in saying, “He incites the people by teaching throughout all Judea. It started in 
Galilee and ended up here!” 

6 Now when Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 When he 
learned that he was from Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who also 
happened to be in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 
had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 
perform some miraculous sign. 9 So Herod questioned him at considerable length; Jesus 
gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the experts in the law were there, vehemently 
accusing him. 11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. 
Then, dressing him in elegant clothes, Herod sent him back to Pilate. 12 That very day Herod 
and Pilate became friends with each other, for prior to this they had been enemies. 
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Prayer     
P:   Lord Jesus, though fickle Herod would not defend you and ruthless Pontius Pilate declared 

Your innocence before the crowds, You who knew no sin became sin for us. May the 
shame You bore for us on the cross give us the greatest honor so that we might always 
see that only in suffering can we see who You truly are, our glorious King and Savior; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

Hymn for Meditation     O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken  LSB 439 sts. 4-5,7 
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Meditation 

Gospel Reading – Pilate Brings Him Before the Crowd              Luke 23:13-25 (NET)  
13 Then Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to 

them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. When I examined 
him before you, I did not find this man guilty of anything you accused him of doing. 15 Neither 
did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, he has done nothing deserving death. 16 I will 
therefore have him flogged and release him.” 

18 But they all shouted out together, “Take this man away! Release Barabbas for us!” 
19 (This was a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city, 
and for murder.) 20 Pilate addressed them once again because he wanted to release Jesus. 
21 But they kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why? 
What wrong has he done? I have found him guilty of no crime deserving death. I will 
therefore flog him and release him.” 23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud shouts 
that he be crucified. And their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand 
should be granted. 25 He released the man they asked for, who had been thrown in prison for 
insurrection and murder. But he handed Jesus over to their will. 
Prayer                  In the beginning was the Word 

and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. 

By tangled thorns he 
drained himself, 

pouring his 
grace on 

all of 
us. 

 
Led to 

the slaughter, 
bearing our torment, 

wearing our guilt, 
and crushed 

for our 
sins. 

 
Behold 

the 
Son 

      of God. C:   Amen. 
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Hymn for Meditation          My Song Is Love Unknown        LSB 430 sts. 3–5 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Reading – The Crucifixion                                   Luke 23:26-49 (NET) 
26 As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country. They placed the cross on his back and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great 
number of the people followed him, among them women who were mourning and wailing 
for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, 
but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For this is certain: The days are coming 
when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore children, and the 
breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to 
the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For if such things are done when the wood is green, what will happen 
when it is dry?” 

32 Two other criminals were also led away to be executed with him. 33 So when they came 
to the place that is called “The Skull,” they crucified him there, along with the criminals, one 
on his right and one on his left. 34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know 
what they are doing.”] Then they threw dice to divide his clothes. 35 The people also stood 
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there watching, but the leaders ridiculed him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself 
if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the king of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying, “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we rightly so, for we are 
getting what we deserve for what we did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to him, “I 
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 because the sun’s light failed. The temple curtain was torn in two. 46 Then 
Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 
after he said this he breathed his last. 

47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he praised God and said, “Certainly 
this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when 
they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all those who 
knew Jesus stood at a distance, and the women who had followed him from Galilee saw 
these things. 

Prayer     
P:  Let us pray.  Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered 

Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed 
with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.     

C:   Amen. 
(1PM) Hymn for Meditation                         Were You There LSB 456 sts. 1–3 
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(6:30PM) Anthem          He Suffered and Died            
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
The soldiers found him in dark Gethsemane. 
Before a mob he was tried. 
They took our Jesus and nailed him to a tree. 
He suffered and died, He suffered and died. 
A crown of thorns they would place upon his head. 
And then our Lord was crucified. 
Upon the cross Jesus hung until he bled. 
He suffered and died, He suffered and died. 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
He raised his head and he cried. 
And with those words, Jesus made his final plea, 
He suffered and died, He suffered and died. 
He suffered and died. 

Meditation 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethel’s Use of A Sanctified Art Resources 
Resources for the “everything [in] between” series are produced by  

A Sanctified Art (www.sanctifiedart.org).  
Use of the series, authors, and resources does not imply complete 

theological agreement with A Sanctified Art.  
However, Bethel trusts that God can use many voices to help us 

seek His Truth in His Word. Bethel remains committed to our 
biblical teaching as best expressed in the Lutheran Confessions. 
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Gospel Reading – His Burial                                         Luke 23:50-56 (NET) 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph who was a member of the council, a good and 

righteous man. 51 (He had not consented to their plan and action.) He was from the Judean 
town of Arimathea, and was looking forward to the kingdom of God. 52 He went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and placed 
it in a tomb cut out of the rock, where no one had yet been buried. 54 It was the day of 
preparation and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had accompanied Jesus from 
Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they returned 
and prepared aromatic spices and perfumes. 

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
Prayer     
P:   Let us pray.  O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your 

dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with 
him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   

C:   Amen. 
Meditation Hymn                          Lamb of God, Pure and Holy  LSB 434 
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Prayers     
P: There are days when we feel like crying out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Yet, even on those days, we can still express our heart’s longing in prayer. So, we pray to 
our God of love and hope by offering, “O God, receive our prayer.” 

C: O God, hear our prayer. 
P: Loving God, you are the creator and the ruler of the universe, and yet you have chosen to 

appear in Jesus and suffer and die on the cross. In Christ, you experienced the sorrow 
and pain of living a human life here on earth. When we experience all the hardships of 
life, you are with us. When we grieve at the injustices, you cry with us. When we lose 
courage in the presence of hopelessness, you despair with us. Remind us that you are 
indeed with us even as we want to cry in the nighttime of our fear: “Why have you 
forsaken me?” O God, receive our prayers. 

C: O God, hear our prayer. 
P: O Christ, we mourn with you as we witness you being crucified even to this day. We notice 

you sacrificed on the high altar of mighty profit. We notice you hanging on a tree of 
racism. We witness you nailed to the cross of hatred. We witness you sleeping on the 
concrete pavement in the city of affluence. We notice your wounded body in the 
crowded emergency wards and desolate alleys. We notice you wounded and dying in 
war-torn countries. O God, who suffered on the cross, how much longer will you simply 
cry with us? Instill in us a sense of hope and courage to act with compassion, even as we 
wait for Your glorious return to make all things new. O God, receive our prayers. 

C: O God, hear our prayer. 
P: O Holy Spirit, comfort our hearts as they mourn for the world that is not what we would like 

it to be. Nourish those who are hungry for food, for love, and for justice. Comfort those 
who are having a hard time with life. Bring healing to those who are suffering from ill 
health and mental anguish, as well as those who live in spiritual emptiness. May your 
Spirit of life penetrate into our hearts, our bodies, and our souls. By our living, may we 
proclaim with confidence that you are live and reign with the Father and the Son. O God, 
receive our prayers. 

C: O God, hear our prayer. 
P: Trusting in your goodness and your unfailing love for all of us, we pray all this in the name of 

Jesus, and in the way in which He taught us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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The candles are extinguished and the lights dimmed as a reminder 
that Christ, the Light of the world, gave up His life for us.   
The cross (1 pm) and the Christ candle (6:30 pm) exit to the Narthex 
to remind us that Christ goes ahead of us into death.   

   They remain in the Narthex until Easter Sunrise. 
Responsory 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
C: Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
P: You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
C: Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C: Into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

The slamming sound reminds us that when Christ died, “the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom.  The earth shook, the rocks were split” (Matt. 27:51). 

1:00 PM Service is concluded. You may remain in the sanctuary for silent reflection and 
prayer, exiting at your own pace.  The congregation leaves in silence, meditating on the 
sacrifice of Christ.  You may gather in the Fellowship Hall for conversation. 

6:30 PM service continues… 
Song of Simeon 
P: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping  
 that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
 My own eyes have seen the salvation  
 which you have prepared in the sight of ev'ry people:  
 a light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping 
 that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

You may remain in the sanctuary for silent reflection and prayer, exiting at your 
own pace.  The congregation leaves in silence, meditating on the sacrifice of 
Christ.  You may gather in the Fellowship Hall for conversation. 


