(feq s 1aY10N)) Szoz ‘N hepy
1a1se] jo hepung ¥

Hlustration from an Ethiopian Bible manuscript

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 - (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org

Cindy Daluga, Disciple Care Coordinator Ben Sanders, Mission Facilitator
Cindy.daluga@bethelgurnee.org office@bethelgurnee.org

Website: www.BethelGurnee.org




2K ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: N

£ JIM FRANZ IN MEMORY OF HIS MOTHER A
NARRATIVE LECTIONARY — YEAR 3
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 3 of the Narrative Lectionary
from the appointed readings from the Old Testament.
Anthem Jes us Loves the Little Children Children’s Choirs
Opening Hymn All Christians Who Have Been Baptized LSB 596 sts. 1, 4-5
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1 All Chris-tians who have been bap-tized, Who know the God of
4 In Bap-tism we now put on Christ— Our shame is ful - ly
5 O Chris-tian, firm-ly hold this gift And give God thanks for -
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heav - en, And in whose dai - ly life is prized The name of
cov - ered With all that He once sac-ri-ficed And free - ly
ev - er! It gives the pow -er to up- lift In all that
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Christ once giv - en: Con - sid - er now what God has done, The
for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
you en - deav - or. Whennoth-ing else re - vives your soul, Your
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gifts He gives to ev - ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!

makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’'n-ly Fa - ther.
Bap - tism stands and makes you whole And then in death com - pletes you.
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Invocation (based on Hannah’s Song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10)
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

My heart rejoices in the LORD;

I rejoice in Your deliverance.

No one is holy like the LorD! There is no other god besides the LoRD!
There is no rock like our God!

The bows of warriors are shattered,

but those who stumble receive strength.

The well-fed are now desperate for food,

but the hungry are now always full.

The Lorb lifts the weak from the dust;

He raises the poor to a place of honor.

The LorD executes judgment to the ends of the earth.

and exalts the power of His Anointed One: Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution (Exodus 32:7-9,12)

P:

When the Lord brought the people out of Egypt, out of slavery, and when Moses was on
the mountain receiving the Law of God, the people became impatient. So Aaron
made a golden calf and said, “This is the god who brought you out of Egypt.” When
the Lord saw this, He said, “The people have acted corruptly.”

We know ourselves, and we know we are not far from such sin. We also have
acted corruptly in our lives.

We confess that we have quickly turned aside from the way of God.

We often are a stiff-necked people, stubborn in our sinful ways.

The Lord would be right to let His anger burn against us and destroy us. But even as
Moses pleaded with the Lord on behalf of the people, so now Jesus pleads for us
before the Father. So we are bold to say:

Turn Your burning anger away from us for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Remember Your promises of old to bring salvation for Your people.

Rescue us from sin and death for the glory of Your holy Name. Amen.

And indeed, the Lord has turned His anger away from you. He will not utterly destroy you.
He has promised to make You to be His people, transformed by His Holy Spirit.
Therefore, based on this promise of God’s steadfast love, in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Hymn of Praise “As Surely As I Live,” God Said LSB 614, sts. 1,7 (alt.); tune: 580
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1 “As  sure - ly as I live,” God  said, “T would not
7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be For ab - so
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rich - est grace; This gift for -gives us in this place.

This Week’s Narrative Lectionary Reading Acts 8:26-39 (VOICE)
26 A heavenly messenger (an angel) brought this short message from the Lord to the deacon
Philip during his time preaching in Samaria:

Messenger of the Lord: Leave Samaria. Go south to the Jerusalem-Gaza road.

The message was especially unusual because this road runs through the middle of uninhabited
desert. 2” But Philip got up, left the excitement of Samaria, and did as he was told to do. Along
this road, Philip saw a chariot in the distance. In the chariot was a dignitary from Ethiopia (the
treasurer for Queen Candace), an African man who had been castrated. He had gone north
to Jerusalem to worship at the Jewish temple, 8 and he was now heading southwest on his

way home. He was seated in the chariot and was reading aloud from a scroll of the prophet
Isaiah. 22 Philip received another prompting from the Holy Spirit:

Holy Spirit: Go over to the chariot and climb on board.

3°So he started running until he was even with the chariot. Philip heard the Ethiopian
reading aloud and recognized the words from the prophet Isaiah.

Philip: Do you understand the meaning of what you’re reading?

The Ethiopian: 3'How can | understand it unless | have a mentor?



Then he invited Philip to sit in the chariot. 3> Here’s the passage he was reading from the
Hebrew Scriptures:

Isaiah Scripture: Like a sheep, He was led to be slaughtered.
Like a lamb about to be shorn of its wool,
He was completely silent.
33 He was humiliated, and He received no justice.
Who can describe His peers? Who would treat Him this way?
For they snuffed out His life.

The Ethiopian: 34 Here’s my first question. Is the prophet describing his own situation, oris he
describing someone else’s calamity?

35 That began a conversation in which Philip used the passage to explain the good news of
Jesus. 3® Eventually the chariot passed a body of water beside the road.

The Ethiopian: Since there is water here, is there anything that might prevent me from being
ceremonially washed through baptism and identified as a disciple of Jesus?

38 He commanded the charioteer to stop the horses. Then Philip and the Ethiopian official
walked together into the water. There Philip baptized him. 32 When they came out of the
water, Philip was immediately caught up by the Holy Spirit and taken from the sight of the
Ethiopian, who climbed back into his chariot and continued on his journey, overflowing with

joy.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Collect for the Reading and Collect (Prayer of the Day)

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Almighty and everlasting God, we give thanks to You for Your servant Philip the Deacon.
You called him to preach the Gospel to the peoples of Samaria and Ethiopia. Raise up
in this and every land messengers of Your kingdom, that Your Church may proclaim
the immeasurable riches of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.



Song of Praise Living Waters
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s 1)Are you thirst-y, are you emp-ty? Come and drink these liv-ing wa-ters.
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2)Christ is call-ing to find re-fresh-ing at the cross of liv-ing wa-ters.
i 3)Spir-it mov-ing, mer cy wash-ing, heal-ing in these liv-ing wa-ters.
’ 4)Are you thirst-y? Are you emp-ty? Come and drink these liv-ing wa-ters.
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Lay your life down, all the old gone, rise up inthese liv-ing wa-ters. There's a
Lead your chil-dren to the shore-line, life is in these liv-ing wa-ters.
18 Love, for-give-ness, vast and bound-less, Christ, He is our liv-ing wa-ters.
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hope is se-cure, do not fear an-y-more, praise the Lord of liv-ing wa-ters.
Sermon



Hymn of the Day O Gracious Lord, With Lord Draw Near LSB 599, sts. 1-4; tune: 634

) . ] ; ! :
%E ——¢ .
1 O gra - cious Lord, with love draw near To these, Your
2 Sus - tain the work You have be - gun In these u -
3 De - liv - er them from ev - -’ry wile, From all that
4 Lord, keep them firm in their in - tent To  You, Your
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them re- new: The gift of  faith that clings to  You.
- tis - mal flood They have been cleansed by Je - sus’ blood.
Sa- tan’s  lies, That they may not Your Word de - spise.
faith to share And make them strong, each cross to bear.

Confession of Faith (based on Daniel 6:26-217)

P: When God saved Daniel from the lion’s den, it bore great witness to the Persian King,
Darius, who then declared that people in his kingdom were to fear and revere the God
of Daniel, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. King Darius may not have fully
understood the truth of his words, but we can declare those words like a creed—for
we do indeed fear and revere the God of Daniel:

C: For He is the living God;

He endures forever.

His kingdom will not be destroyed;

His authority is forever.

He rescues and delivers

and performs signs and wonders

in the heavens and on the earth.

He rescued Daniel from the power of the lions!

P: And brothers and sisters in Christ, you know these words point to the far greater miracle
of what the Lord brought about on Good Friday and Easter:
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C: For Jesus is the living Son of God;
He died on the cross, but death could not hold Him.
He rose again to conquer the grave for us.
He endures forever.
His kingdom will not be destroyed;
His authority is forever.
He rescues and delivers
and performs signs and wonders
in the heavens and on the earth.
He rescues us from the power of sin, death, and the devil. Amen.

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (Based on 1 Kings 17:17-24) LSB 814, sts. 1,5
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all with - in me  join
5 He fills the poor with good; He gives the suf - f’rers rest.
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And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.

The Lord hath judg-ments for the proud And jus-tice  for the op-pressed.

Children’s Message
Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
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C: Amen.

Closing Hymn For All the Faithful Women LSB 855 sts. 1-2, 6, 4
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I For all the faith-ful wom - en Who served in days of old,
2 To Han-nah, pray-ing child - less Be - fore Your throne of grace,
A4 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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To You shall thanks be giv - en; To all, their sto - ry told.
You gave a  son andcalled him To serve be - fore Your face.
All  praise the Ho-1ly Spir - it, Who binds the Churchin one!
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They served with strength and glad - ness In tasks Your wis-dom gave.
Grant us her per - se - ver - ance;Lord, teach us how to pray
" With saints who went be - fore us, With saints who wit-ness still,
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To You their lives bore wit-ness, Pro-claimed Your pow’r to save.
And trust in Your de - liv’r-ance When dark - ness hides our way.
We sing glad Al-le - lu - ias And strive to do  Your will
Announcements



