After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles for 40 days.
After 40 days, He ascended to the heavens.
ThIS year 40 days past Easter was Thurs, May 29, but we moved our calebratlon to today.
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2K ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY: N3
BETHEL CONGREGATION IN CELEBRATION OF PASTOR SQUIRES 25 YEARS OF MINISTRY e

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY — YEAR 3
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Year 3 of the Narrative Lectionary
from the appointed readings from the Old Testament.

Explanation of the Christ Candle

The Christ Candle was lit on Good Friday, remaining lit through the dark days
of crucifixion and burial of Christ, reminding us that death was not victorious.
The Christ Candle continued to burn on Easter Morning—the Day of
Resurrection. We’ve lit the Christ Candle on the altar each week since iIn
celebration of the same. But today the Christ Candle is removed from the altar,
as a reminder that Christ ascended into heaven and was hidden from the eyes
of the disciples. They awaited His promise to send His Holy Spirit.
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Ascension Refrain Hail Thee, Festival Day LSB 489, ref-a
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Ascension Hail thee, fes-ti-val day! Blest day to be hal-lowed for-ev - er;
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Day when our ris-en Lord Rose in the heav-ens to reign. reign.
Ascension Reading from the Gospel of Luke Luke 24:44-53 (ESV)

#4Then [Jesus] said to [His disciples], “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 4Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 4and said
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. 4*You are witnesses of these things. 99And behold, | am sending the
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on
high.”

5°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. >'While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. >And they worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >3and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P: This is the Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God.

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.



P:

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You
live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

Ascension Verses from 1 Timothy & Removal of the Christ Candle

NITOITOTITOT

Jesus was revealed in the flesh, 1 Timothy 3:16; liturgical verse based on Luke 24:49,53
declared righteous in Spirit,

seen by angels,

proclaimed among the nations,

believed on in the world,

taken up in glory.

Send us Your power from on high through Your Holy Spirit,

So that we may go forth with joy,

proclaiming Your Name. Amen.

Ascension Refrain Hail Thee, Festival Day LSB 489, ref-a
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Day when our ris-en Lord Rose in the heav-ens to reign. reign.

Invocation (based on Hannah’s Song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10)

NIOIOTOTNTOTIDOD

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

My heart rejoices in the LORD;

I rejoice in Your deliverance.

No one is holy like the LorD! There is no other god besides the LoRrD!
There is no rock like our God!

The bows of warriors are shattered,

but those who stumble receive strength.

The well-fed are now desperate for food,

but the hungry are now always full.

The LoRb lifts the weak from the dust;

He raises the poor to a place of honor.

The LORD executes judgment to the ends of the earth.

and exalts the power of His Anointed One: Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Hymn of Praise Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 8215sts. 1-2, 4-5
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Confession and Absolution (Exodus 32:7-9,12)

P: When the Lord brought the people out of Egypt, out of slavery, and when Moses was on
the mountain receiving the Law of God, the people became impatient. So Aaron
made a golden calf and said, “This is the god who brought you out of Egypt.” When
the Lord saw this, He said, “The people have acted corruptly.”

We know ourselves, and we know we are not far from such sin. We also have
acted corruptly in our lives.

C: We confess that we have quickly turned aside from the way of God.

We often are a stiff-necked people, stubborn in our sinful ways.

P: The Lord would be right to let His anger burn against us and destroy us. But even as
Moses pleaded with the Lord on behalf of the people, so now Jesus pleads for us
before the Father. So we are bold to say:

C: Turn Your burning anger away from us for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Remember Your promises of old to bring salvation for Your people.
Rescue us from sin and death for the glory of Your holy Name. Amen.

P: And indeed, the Lord has turned His anger away from you. He will not utterly destroy you.
He has promised to make You to be His people, transformed by His Holy Spirit.
Therefore, based on this promise of God’s steadfast love, in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

Song of Response (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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Anthem We Have Come This Far by Faith Adult Choir
e Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His
truth for you today. Maintain this as meditative time.

We have come this far by faith, gently carried in the arms of love.
We have come this far with confidence, our hope in God alone.
And though the road is long, in His strength we carry on.

We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home.

A simple childlike faith, a tiny mustard seed can change the world
and move a mountain, calm the raging sea, calm the sea.

Blessed are the ones who trust in Christ the Lord,
those who believe in His promises, those who believe in His word,
for great is their reward.

We have come this far by faith, gently carried in the arms of love.
We have come this far with confidence, our hope in God alone.
And though the road is long, in His strength we carry on.

We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home.

We have come this far by faith and faith will lead us home.

The Ascension Story in Acts Acts 1:1-14 (ESV)

'In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God.

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; >for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth.” YAnd when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '’And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, "and said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

2Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a Sabbath day’s journey away. 3And when they had entered, they went up to the upper
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room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the
son of James. "All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

L: Thisis the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 sts. 1, 3-4
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Sermon
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Je - sus, Lamb of God, wor - thy is  Your name! sing stanza 1

& chorus again.

Confession of Faith (based on Daniel 6:26-217)

P: When God saved Daniel from the lion’s den, it bore great witness to the Persian King,
Darius, who then declared that people in his kingdom were to fear and revere the God
of Daniel, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. King Darius may not have fully
understood the truth of his words, but we can declare those words like a creed—for
we do indeed fear and revere the God of Daniel:



C: For Heiis the living God;

He endures forever.

His kingdom will not be destroyed;

His authority is forever.

He rescues and delivers

and performs signs and wonders

in the heavens and on the earth.

He rescued Daniel from the power of the lions!
P: And brothers and sisters in Christ, you know these words point to the far greater miracle

of what the Lord brought about on Good Friday and Easter:

C: For Jesus is the living Son of God;

He died on the cross, but death could not hold Him.

He rose again to conquer the grave for us.

He endures forever.

His kingdom will not be destroyed;

His authority is forever.

He rescues and delivers

and performs signs and wonders

in the heavens and on the earth.

He rescues us from the power of sin, death, and the devil. Amen.

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (Based on 1 Kings 17:17-24) LSB 814, sts. 1,5
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.
The Lord hath judg-ments for the proud And jus-tice  for the op-pressed.

Prayers



Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed

are invited to receive Communion with us

if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,

truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.

If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite those who
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.

Communion Distribution

Pastor distributes the bread, and the Altar
Elders distribute the wine—with
individual cups or common cup. The \

J [
individual trays also contain alcohol- F <L:\|\, ’/’i> Q
removed wine in the center of each tray in /L'J N \J\/
the purple cups. ﬁ ]
Each side will be ushered from the center L U \J CiD

aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.

Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.

Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.

Return to your seat using the outside aisle.

Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to
God, and maintain this as meditative time.

Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Exodus 12:7,12-13; Psalm 136:26)

P:
C:
pP:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

When the Lord meant to free His people from slavery in Egypt, He sent plagues against
Pharoah and the people. The final plague was the Death of the Firstborn. But He
provided a way to keep His people safe.

They took lamb’s blood and put it on the doorframe of their houses.

Then the Lord passed through the land of Egypt and attacked all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both humans and animals, and He said, “On all the gods of Egypt | will
execute judgment. | am the Lord.”
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But for the people of Israel,

it was the Lord’s Passover.

The blood was a sign on their houses,

so that the Lord passed over them,

and this plague did not bring death to their families.

When the Lord Jesus meant to free all people from slavery to sin through His death on
the cross as the true Passover Lamb, He gathered His disciples around the Passover
meal. He gave them His body to eat and His blood to drink for the forgiveness of sins.

They took the bread and the cup,

they ate and drank,

and the blood of Christ marked them as the Lord’s.

And this meal is to be kept forever in remembrance of Jesus.

We eat and drink,

and the blood of Christ marks us as the Lord’s.

The blood of Christ covers you with His righteousness, so that when the Lord sees the
blood, the plague of eternal death will not destroy you.

Give thanks to the God of heaven,

: for his loyal love endures!
: Amen.

Sanctus (connect to Exodus 12:7,12-13)

LSB 478 sts. 1, 3
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The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)

First Distribution Hymn On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build LSB 492
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know His mem - bers are to dwell When Christ will come and call them.
all my thoughts will ev-er soar To still their deep-est yearn-ing.

me de - part in joy and peace In an-swer to my plead-ing.
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Second Distribution Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns LSB 525
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I Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb wup - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir- gin’s Son, The God 1n - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns All  mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, In beau - ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whomis giv’n The won-drousname of Love.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But
His glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - mi - ty.

root whence mer - cy

died e - ter-nal life

ev - er flows, The
down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At

to bring And
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For

babe of Beth-1le - hem.
mys -ter - ies so bright.
lives that death may die.
He 1is king of all
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Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord.... C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer (based on Exodus 12 and the accounts of the Last Supper)
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, Your time has come, for You have traveled to Jerusalem
for the Passover from death to life. Help us to live knowing that the time of our
redemption is at hand as You continue to dwell among us at the feast of Your very
body and blood, a foretaste of the feast to come; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. LSB 1149
C: Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) (based on Isaiah 61:1-4,9)

P: The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon Jesus,
who has come to encourage the poor, to help the brokenhearted,
to decree the release of captives, and the freeing of prisoners,
to announce that the Lord will show his favor to those who follow His Son,
the day when our God will seek vengeance against all evil, to console all who mourn.
By giving You His Holy Spirit, you will be called oaks of righteousness,
trees planted by the Lord to reveal his splendor.
All who see you will recognize that the Lord has blessed you
in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn
f)

Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise

LSB 680 sts. 1-2, 4
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2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly Thine the
4 Thine the king - dom Thine the prize Thine the
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prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
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Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail-ing gone the
Then the jus-tice of Thy ways Thine the glo - ry Thine the
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sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the plead-ing gone the cry Gone the
sto - ry Then the wel -come to  the least Then the
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vine-yard then the cup is lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift-ed high.
won-der all in - creas -ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.

Announcements
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PRAY PRAY
N SUNDAY, JUNE 1 N
% &  WORSHIP (IN GYM W/ COMMUNION) —9AM % &
N CELEBRATION FELLOWSHIP 10AM "

THURSDAY, JUNE 5
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 8
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 9AM

THURSDAY, JUNE 12
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
WORSHIP (OUTSIDE AT BETHEL) — 9AM

THURSDAY, JUNE 19
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 9AM

THURSDAY, JUNE 26
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 6:30PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
WORSHIP (IN SANCTUARY) — 9AM

CONTACT THE OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SCHEDULE. USHERS,

READERS, AND VARIOUS OTHER VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED FOR IN-PERSON

WORSHIP AND COMMUNION. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING FOR ONE OF
THOSE ROLES, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT OFFICE@BETHELGURNEE.ORG.
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