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ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:  
DAVE & CHERYL ROSS IN CELEBRATION OF THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from Matthew’s Gospel. 

Matthew is the focus of Year 1 Gospel readings in the Narrative Lectionary.   
Opening Hymn    I Love Your Kingdom, Lord                                                      LSB 651 

 

 
Invocation (Based on Matthew 11:28-30) 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Jesus says, “Come to Me all who are weary, and I will give You rest. 
  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me. 
  For I am gentle and lowly in heart.” 
C: For You have promised we will find rest for our souls.  
P: For His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. 
C: Amen. 
Confession and Absolution  (Matthew 22:34-40;19:16-26;18:13-14,19-20;20:28) 
P: When asked “Teacher, what is the great commandment in the Law?”, Jesus said, 
C: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
 and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
 And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
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P: Jesus said, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 

C: This brings us sorrow, Lord, 
 Because we treasure many things which are not focused on You. 
 Who then can be saved? 
P: Jesus declares, “With people this is impossible, 
  but with God all things are possible.” 
  He rejoices more over finding one lost sheep than over the ninety-nine that never went 

astray. It is not His will that one of you should perish. 
C: For the Lord has promised: 
 Where two or three are gathered in His Name,  
 He is among us with His forgiveness.  
P: Indeed, He is here in the power of His forgiveness for you today. 
  He comes not to be served  
  but to serve, to give His life as a ransom for you.   
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
Gloria in Excelsis  (based on Matthew 20:28)        LSB 971, st. 2 
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Holy Gospel                 Matthew 11:2–15 (ESV) 
 2When John [the Baptist] heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who 
is not offended by me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 
to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 
houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 
    ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
       who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John 
the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the 
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you 
are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Hymn of the Day                          Seek Ye First                                                                           LSB 712 
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 Sermon 
Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
P: The Lord invites us to pray saying: 
C: Thy kingdom come. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer,  
 but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 
P: How does God’s kingdom come? 
C: God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit,  
 so that by His grace we believe His holy Word  
 and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Song of Praise   We Will Glorify 

 
 

Acknowledgements 
This liturgy arranged and written by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin C. Squires; 

with the assistance of the Pastors of Circuit 1 of the Northern Illinois District (LCMS). 
Portions used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 000013448. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



 

6 

Confession of Faith from Matthew 11:2-6; 16:13-16 
P: When John the Baptist heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples and said to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?”  

C: Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  

 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk,  
 lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,  
 and the dead are raised up,  
 and the poor have good news preached to them.  
 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

P: Jesus asked His disciples, using the title “Son of Man” to speak about Himself, 
  “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  

  And the disciples said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,  
  and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
  Then He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
  And I also ask you, disciples here today, “Who do you say that Jesus is?”  

C: Simon Peter replied,  
 and we also say,  
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Amen. 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 

Offertory (Based on Matthew 19:28,12:18-21)   LSB 920 sts.2,5; tune: 616 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)     
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Prayers 
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the 

Elders distribute the wine—with 
individual cups or common cup.  The 
individual trays also contain alcohol-
removed wine in the center of each 
tray in the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the 
center aisle to the communion rail, 
row by row, starting with the front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the 
sanctuary, filling in starting with the 
outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, 
you may remain at the rail for prayer 
and leave at your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on Matthew 21:1-11; 26:2; 3:17; 17:15; 25:34) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: The Lord sent His prophet to say to the people of Zion, Jerusalem, 
  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey.’” 
  And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people welcomed Him saying: 
C: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  
 Hosanna in the highest!” 
P: The whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said,  
C: “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
P: But Jesus was not just another one of the prophets,  
  as God the Father declared at His Baptism:  
C: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
P: And God the Father reminded the disciples again at His Transfiguration: 
C: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” 
P: Then Jesus reminded the disciples in Jerusalem that “the Passover is coming, and the Son 

of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” By His crucifixion, and by His Supper, He 
extends this invitation: “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 

Proper Preface for Matthew             LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily 
governed and protected Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and 
evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and 
prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your servant Matthew, and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 
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Sanctus (based on Matthew 26:26–29)               LSB 445, st. 1 & 3, alt. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving          LSB “Apostles and Evangelists” 
P: You once proclaimed Your saving promise through the prophets of Israel, and by the 

apostles and evangelists You published the good news of Your saving promise fulfilled in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Grant that we, being instructed in the doctrine 
of the blessed apostles and evangelists, may faithfully eat His body and drink His blood 
and declare His salvation to all the world. 

C: Amen. 
Words of Institution as in the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 26:17a, 20–21, 26–30 
P: 17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread,…20when it was evening, [Jesus] reclined at 

table with the twelve [to eat the Passover meal]. 21And as they were eating, he said, 
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 26[Then] Jesus took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 
27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
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of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30And when they 
had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 

(Thursday)   Use the distribution time for meditation and prayer. 

Distribution Song   In Christ Alone 
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Distribution Hymn                 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                                         LSB 643 
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Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 
Post-Communion Prayer (Based on Matthew 1:22-23; 2:5-6; 3:17; 3:16)  
P: Let us pray. Lord, all this has taken place to fulfill what You had spoken by the prophet, 

“They shall call His Name Immanuel—God with us.” And it was also written, “From 
Bethlehem…shall come a ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.” Jesus came 
preaching, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” and now we are 
the people dwelling in darkness who have seen a great light, those dwelling in the 
region and shadow of death, and on us a light has dawned in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and in His body and blood given to us. 

C:  Amen. 
Benediction (Blessing) (Based on Matthew 28:18-20) 
P: As Jesus said to His disciples before He ascended into heaven, He says to you, 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  
 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
 And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

C: Amen. 
Closing Hymn         All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                     LSB 549 sts. 1, 6–7 

 

 

 


