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THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN SERVICE 
Worship in a traditional order drawing words from John’s Gospel. 

John is the focus of Year 4 in the Narrative Lectionary.   

Opening Hymn  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing  LSB 475 

 

 

 

Invocation (based on Genesis 1 and John 1:1-5,14) 
P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was fully God. 
C: The Word was with God in the beginning. 
P: All things were created by him. He said, 
C: “Let there be light.” 
P: And there was light. 
C: And the light shines in the darkness, 
P: but the darkness has not mastered it. 
  Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us.  
C: We saw his glory— 
P: the glory of the one and only, 
C: full of grace and truth. 
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P: In him was life, 
C: and the life was the light of mankind. 
P: This life has been given to you by His Word and in your baptism 
  in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

Holy Gospel for Easter           John 20:1-10 (NET) 
Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been moved away from the entrance. 2 So she went 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 Then Peter 
and the other disciple set out to go to the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple ran faster than Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down and saw the 
strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who had been 
following him, arrived and went right into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying 
there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been around Jesus’ head, not lying with the strips of 
linen cloth but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, came in, and he saw and believed. 9 (For they did not yet understand the scripture 
that Jesus must rise from the dead.) 

10 So the disciples went back to their homes.  

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.  C:   He is risen indeed! 
P: Christ is risen.   C:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

Verse of Praise   Christ the Lord Is Risen Today         LSB 469, st. 1 
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Confession of Sin (John 3:17-20) 
P: We confess our sinful condition. 
C: The one who does not believe has been condemned,  
 because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God.  
P: And by our lives, we also show the ways we reject faith in Jesus, 
  turning away from Him by our sinful deeds. 
C: The light has come into the world  
 and we have loved the darkness rather than the light,  
P: because our deeds are evil.  
  And we hate the light, because it will expose our sin.  
  We come to God the Father today in the light of His Christ. 
  Our sin and our need for forgiveness & redemption are on full display. 
C: Amen. 

(silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness) 

Absolution (John 3:16,14,21) 
P: This is the way God loved the world:  
C: He gave his one and only Son,  
 so that everyone who believes in him will not perish 
 but have eternal life. 
P: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn you, 
  but He sent his Son so that you should be saved through him.  
  The one who believes in him is not condemned. 
  Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
  so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
  so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
  Therefore, in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.  
P: And now you go empowered by the Holy Spirit to come to the light. 
  The one who practices the truth comes to the light,  
  so that it may be plainly evident that your deeds have been done in the power of God. 
C: Amen. 
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Verse of Praise   Christ the Lord Is Risen Today         LSB 469, st. 4 

 

 
Anthem   He is the Risen Lord  Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
He is the risen Lord. Sing alleluia to his name. 
He is the risen Lord. Forever he as Lord shall reign, forever he shall reign. 
Even death his will obeyed, For with his love he closed the grave. 
He is Lord. He is King. Every tongue confess and sing. 
He is the risen Lord. Sing alleluia to his name. 
He is the risen Lord. Forever he as Lord shall reign, forever he shall reign. 
He is the risen King. Sing alleluia to his name.  
He is the risen King. Forever he as King shall reign, forever he shall reign. 
The Prince of Death has lost his prey. The King has rolled the stone away. 
He is Lord. He is King. Every tongue confess and sing. 
He is the risen King. Sing alleluia to his name.  
He is the risen King. Forever he as King shall reign, forever he shall reign. 
Forever he shall reign! 

Preparation for God’s Word (John 21:24,20:31) 
L: John is the disciple who testifies about these things and has written these things,  
C: and we know that his testimony is true.  
L: These things are recorded so that you may believe  
C: that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Amen. 
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Easter Gospel continued                    John 20:11-18 (NET) 
11 But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she bent down and looked into 

the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting where Jesus’ body had been lying, one at 
the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” Mary 
replied, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have put 
him!” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” Because 
she thought he was the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will take him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said 
to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus replied, “Do not touch me, for I 
have not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came and informed the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what Jesus had said to her. 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
L: There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one of them were written down,  
C: the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.  
L: But these are recorded so that you may believe  
C: that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Amen. 

Collect (Prayer of the Day) 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You 

have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, 
who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the 
death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C: Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Hymn of the Day  I Know That My Redeemer Lives         LSB 461, sts. 1-2,5-6  
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Sermon   

Anthem                    He Lives                                       Adult Choir 
 Use the anthem’s music and words to help you to meditate on God’s Word and His truth for 

you today. Maintain this as meditative time. 
I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today; 
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say. 
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer, 
And just the time I need him, he’s always near.   
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart. 
Rejoice, rejoice O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find; 
None other is so loving, so good and kind. 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart. 
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Confession of Faith (based on the “I Am” Statements of Jesus) 
P: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”                                  John 6:35 
C: Here I am, one who comes to Him, 
 and I will never go hungry and will never be thirsty. 
P: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”                   John 8:12 
C: Here I am, one who follows Him. 
 I will never walk in darkness,  
 but I will have the light of life. 
P: Jesus said, “I am the door for the sheep.”               John 10:1-18 
C: Here I am, a sheep of Jesus,  
 I listen to His voice, 
 and He calls me by name. 
 I will enter into eternal life through Him. 
P: Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.” 
C:  Here I am, a sheep of Jesus. 
 He laid down His life for me.  
P: Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the truth and the life.”           John 11:25-27 
C: Here I am, one who believes in Him. 
 I will be raised to new life, 
 because Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who has come into the world. 
P: Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”                     John 14:6 
C: Here I am, one who comes to the Father through Jesus, 
 I will follow His way, 
 and He promises to keep me on His path. 
P: Jesus said, “I am the vine.”                         John 15:5 
C: Here I am, a branch in the vine. 
 I will remain in Him, 
 and I will bear much fruit,  
 good works to serve the neighbor and glorify God. Amen. 
Offering & Prayer Requests  
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are additional 
requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others. 
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Offertory        Christ the Lord Is Risen Today         LSB 469, st. 6 
(we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)    

 

 

Prayers 

Preparation for the Lord’s Supper     
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed  
 are invited to receive Communion with us  
 if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,  
 and the wine is the blood of Christ,  
 truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.   
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,  
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk.  We invite those who 
are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a blessing from the Lord.  

Communion Distribution 
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the Elders 

distribute the wine—with individual cups or 
common cup.  The individual trays also contain 
alcohol-removed wine in the center of each tray in 
the purple cups. 

 Each side will be ushered from the center aisle to 
the communion rail, row by row, starting with the 
front.   

 Go to the rail on your side of the sanctuary, filling in 
starting with the outside wall towards the center.   

 Once you have received the elements, you may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at 
your own pace.   

 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.   
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as prayers to 

God, and maintain this as meditative time. 
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Preface of the Lord’s Supper (based on John 1:23,29,34; 1:41,44) 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C:   And also with you. 
P: John the Baptist was the prophesied voice in the wilderness shouting, 
C: “Make straight the way for the Lord.” 
P: When John saw Jesus coming to Him, he said, 
C: “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
P: And John testified, 
C: “This Jesus is the Chosen One of God.” 
P: And indeed, He is the Messiah, the one Moses about wrote in the law,  
  and the one the prophets spoke of.  
Preface Prayer                         
P: We pray: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of 
the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

C: Amen. 
Sanctus (Lamb of God, Pure and Holy – based on John 1:35)          LSB 434, st. 1 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord) 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C:   And also with you. 
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”) 
 

Distribution Song    Allelu 
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Distribution Hymn          Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                                  LSB 465 
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Common Dismissal 
P:   Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….         C:   Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer  
P: O Jesus, have mercy. Thank You that You deliver us from all sin, from all error, from all 

evil; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from everlasting death. And You 
have done this by the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 
baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 
passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and 
ascension; by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; and by sharing of Your 
body and blood with us in this holy meal. For You are Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world, 

C: grant us Your peace. Amen. 

Benedicamus (“Let us bless the Lord”) (based on John 13:34-35) 
P: Jesus has given you a new commandment: 
C: love one another.  
P: Just as He loves you, you also 
C: love one another. 

P: Everyone will know by this that you are disciples of Jesus—because you  
C: love one another. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing) (based on John 20:21-22,29,31) 
P: Peace be with you. 
  Just as the Father sent His Son, Jesus, 
  so He is sending you, 
  filled with the Holy Spirit, 
  to be His witnesses in the world. 
  Blessed are you who have not seen Him, and yet have believed, 
  and by believing have life in His Name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn           Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                    LSB 457 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
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