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Chapter 6: Passover 
 

A. How does Jesus show Himself to be the source for the Paschal meal? 
 

 
B. What demonstrates that Jesus will be the restorer of the nation? 

 

 
C. The Hebrews at the first Passover had to believe in God’s Word and protection and 

abide (remain) in their homes as the Angel of Death passed over them.  
How does Jesus point to the necessity of entering into believing and abiding in Him 
for participation in the restored community? 
 

D. For you…and for people you know…what seems to be the most difficult for people 
to keep as part of their faith in God? 

• Jesus as source for protection, salvation, redemption 
• Jesus as restorer of the Kingdom of God 
• The necessity of remaining in Jesus for participation in His Kingdom 

 
 
 
THE ROLE OF JEWISH FEASTS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL, Gerald Wheaton 
Thesis, PhD., University of St. Andrews, 2009 
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Hanukkah 
 

Navarre Commentary states:  
  
This feast commemorates an episode in Jewish 
history (cf. 1 Maccabees 4:36–59; 2 Mac 1–
2:19; 10:1–8) when Judas Maccabeus, in the 
year 165 B.C., after liberating Jerusalem from 
the control of the Seleucid kings of Syria, 
cleansed the temple of the profanations of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (1 Mac 1:54). From then onwards, on the twenty-fifth day of 
the month of Kislev (November–December) and throughout the following week, all 
Judea celebrated the anniversary of the dedication of the new altar. It was also 
known as the “festival of lights” because it was customary to light lamps, a symbol 
of the Law, and put them in the windows of the houses (cf. 2 Mac 1:18). 
  
Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture (1953, edited by Bernard Orchard) adds: 
  
As commemorating the renewal of worship in the temple in 165 B.C., after the 
profanations of Antiochus Ephiphanes, it held an important place in the festal 
calendar.  
  
John Calvin, in his Commentaries, also acknowledges this: 
  
The Greek word (ἐγκαίνια) which we have translated dedication, properly signifies 
renovations; because the temple, which had been polluted, was again consecrated 
by the command of Judas Maccabaeus; and at that time it was enacted that the 
day of the new dedication or consecration should be celebrated every year as a 
festival, that the people might recall to remembrance the grace of God, which had 
put an end to the tyranny of Antiochus. 
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Chapter 10b: Hanukkah 

 
Read John 10:22-42. 

 
• What is significant about Jesus walking in the “Colonnade of Solomon”? 

 
 

• The Jews ask Jesus if He is the Christ. How is that question, perhaps, 
especially on their minds as they recall Judas Maccabeus? 

What kind of Messiah would that have been led them to seek? 
 
 

• Why does Jesus specifically quote Psalm 82 and what does He mean? 
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The debate with the Jews that follows is intended to link with the division that has just occurred. 
Some think Jesus has a demon, others point out that He cannot liberate the oppressed if He 
has a demon. By implication, the dichotomy is between being part of demonic oppression or 
fighting against demonic oppression. The dialogue that follows is then set in the light of the 
Feast of Dedication, or Hannukah. The Jews accuse Jesus of making Himself out to be God. In 
other words, He is a New Antiochus, who named himself Epiphanes, or “God manifest.” Jesus 
responds by quoting Psalm 82, which is an address by God to the wicked members of the 
divine council, promising that they will one day be cast from the council so that God might 
inherit all the nations. 

Jesus’ use of this passage is important. The true defilement in Israel is demonic. Jesus is not 
the New Antiochus, instead, He is the one whom the Father “consecrated and sent into the 
world.” He is the true high priest who cleanses the world from its demonic impurity, and He 
fulfills the words of Psalm 82 because the Father is active in His deeds. This then answers the 
division which immediately preceded this passage. Jesus is not possessed by a demon. He 
fulfills the prophecy (the phrase “Scripture cannot be broken” indicates that Jesus understood 
that Psalm 82 was prophetic and was not a back-reference to Israel at Sinai, but a reference to 
the divine council) of Psalm 82 where the demonic members of the council are destroyed. He is 
not Antiochus Epiphanes, He is the one who cleanses the Temple. 
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The Bible Project – John – Week #3 - p. 7 

 


