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The BIG Buzz 

Information for 

the weekly Buzz 

is due in the  

office by  

9:00 a.m.  

Thursday. 

 

Bethel’s Annual Church Picnic 

Sunday, August 21 ~ 11:30 a.m. 
Hastings Lake Forest Preserve—Lake Villa—Shelter A 

 
Mark your calendar, clear your schedules, bring the whole family out and enjoy a few 
hours with our Bethel family. We will continue celebrating our 50th anniversary with 
the picnic. There will be games and activities for all ages (maybe even some that 
would have been played 50 years ago!). The grill will be filled with hamburgers, brats 
and hot dogs. Cups, plates, napkins, utensils, and drinks will be provided. A sign up 
sheet will be posted in the back of church on which you can choose to bring side 
dishes or dessert. 

 “White Elephant” gifts will be needed for game prizes. Please search your attic or 
closet for the perfect item that can be used as a prize.  A “white elephant” treasure is 
defined as a gently used item you can bear to part with!  They can be wrapped 
(newspaper or brown bag works well) or unwrapped when put in the box which will 
be provided by the Hub. 

Hastings Lake Forest Preserve is located at 21155 W. Gelden Road in Lake 
Villa.  From church take Grand Ave. west 3.9 miles.  Turn right on Rt. 45.  Go 2.8 miles, 
turn left on Grass Lake Road continue to Gelden Road, turn left.  Turn left onto Butler 
Lane which is the entrance to the Forest Preserve.  Follow signs to Shelter A. 

There are nice restrooms located in the shelter.  A playground is nearby.  There are 
picnic tables for eating, but if you are more comfortable sitting in a lawn chair, you 
can bring one. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you August 21! 

Update from the Council….. 
We have breezed past the mid-year and we wanted to keep the Congregation updated 
on the status of the Church.  For an update on the Ministry Assessment and Church 
financial position please refer to the President’s message on page 5 & 6. 

As we approach the Fall the Council moves into planning for the coming year.  This 
means budgets will begin to take form in preparation for our Annual meeting in  
October.  The other major activity is to identify volunteers to serve the 
congregation.  There are many opportunities available, please refer to the President’s 
message and consider what roles align with your God given talents.  A fresh rotation of 
ideas and experiences helps ensure a continual renewing of the Church and those 
serving.  

Blessings,     
The Church Council 
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News….. 
 
August is a time for the teachers to start 
preparing for the upcoming school year.  We 
enjoy getting everything cleaned up and 
organized for the start of school.  We have a big 
change going on as both of the classrooms are 
currently being painted.  Please feel free to take 
a moment to peek through the window on our 
doors to see the beautiful new paint.  A special 
thank you goes out to Jeff Ams and the Property 
Board for making it possible to paint this 
Summer!  We know the classrooms will look 
fantastic when we open our doors for our 30th 
year of preschool.   

Our numbers are looking good for the             
2016-2017 school year, Praise God! Our 3 day    
(4 year old class) has reached capacity and our   
2 day (3 year old class) has gained a few more 
students over the summer months.  We still have 
a few openings in our 2 day Wednesday/Friday 
so continue to share the news of our wonderful 
preschool programs!  We are also offering our 
drop in class option again this year.  This class is 
offered on Mondays for 2 ½ to 5 year olds with 
plenty of openings for the Fall! 

We hope you all are enjoying the summer and 
look forward to school starting back up in 
September.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going to hold two Open Houses in 
August.  Please invite your friends with 
preschool aged children.   
 

Wed., August 17 ~ 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.   

Tues., August 30 ~ 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
 

***Special offers will be given at the Open House 
to those who sign up! 

 

Save Your Cans! 
 

Bring your rinsed, empty aluminum cans 
(pop can type) to the marked container 

outside the main entrance doors.  Ed 
Bergmann turns the cans in for cash, which 
purchases apple juice for coffee hour, most of the 
white 8-foot tables in the fellowship hall and many 
other unbudgeted expenses.      

 

THANK YOU ED! 

Rally Sunday is September 11. We are planning 
a fun day for all. Our theme for the year is                     
1 Peter 4:10, Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. Our 
Mission projects will be centered around this 
theme. We look forward to serving others with 
our gifts. 
 

We are still in need of 2 more teachers in our 
preschool age rooms as well as another teacher 
in the middle school class. If you are interested 
or have questions please see:  

Carla Thompson  (carlajothompson@gmail.com ) 

Lynn Barkley  (maggielynnb@gmail.com)  

Diane Sanders  (dsanders7@hotmail.com) 
 

If your child is turning 3 by November 30 and    
is potty trained, they are welcome to 
attend Sunday School starting in September.    
We would like you to think about helping us in 
the preschool class with your child. This is a 
great way to show your children that you 
value Sunday School and it becomes more 
enjoyable for all.  
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C.O.O.L.  
Food of the Month 

 

August ~Pasta & Rice 
 

Place  non-perishable items in the 

box in the sanctuary hallway. 

Mobile Clothing Closet  
is Coming to Bethel 

Week of August 21st 
 
Donations of Children’s Clothing Needed 

Have your children grown like weeds over the 
summer?  Do you need space for new school clothes 
or the next size up for your infant?  Those clothes can 
help a family in need! Bethel will again be hosting a 
Mobile Clothing Closet.  Love INC has eliminated adult 
clothes as of June so this time the focus is on clothes 
for children. We need clothing donations from infant 
through teen sized clothing to add to the Love INC 
inventory.  Please drop off your donations at the 
church office by Sunday, August 21.   

 

Volunteers Needed - Week of August 21 

On Monday, August 22 at 9:00 a.m. we will go into 
Love INC to pick up the clothes and bring them to 
Bethel, so several volunteers are needed.   

**Monday and Tuesday many volunteers are 
needed to set up “the store” and sort the clothing. 

**Wednesday and Thursday morning, afternoon 
and evening we will serve the families so “personal 
shoppers” are needed.  

**Friday the remaining items will be packed up 
and returned to Love INC.   

Please prayerfully consider this volunteer 
opportunity to have a park bench experience here in 
our church gym.  Some of the volunteer time is 
working in the background setting up; other 
experiences involve directly working with our guests. 

Sign up sheets are available in the church office and 
on the hub.  Or you may contact Dave 
Ross at 847-244-2809 or email him at 
daveross945@comcast.net.   

Sunday 
Morning  

Fellowship  
 

September will be here before you 
know it.  The sign up to host coffee 
hour on Sunday mornings is in the 
back of church.  Grab a friend and host         
together.  If you have any questions 
contact Fellowship Chairman, Janet 
Jones at   Janetfindshouses@msn.com. 

Youth Fall  

Kickoff 
Party  

and Roll Call 
   
The High School Youth grades 9-12 
(and PARENTS if you can stay) are 
invited to the Youth Fall Kickoff Party 
and Roll Call.  Join us on Sunday, 
August 7 from 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.,  
for our kick off for the Youth Church 
Year. Together we will play a few 
volleyball games, have fellowship, eat 
lunch, and begin designing the 
calendar of events for the year. 
Together, we will create a fun, 
meaningful, and spirit filled group. 
Parents, we need your help and ideas. 
Help us kick off a SPECTACULAR year! 
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Holy Baptism 

Fenton Cash Billings, 
son of Daniel and Sabrina (Stoltzman), 

 baptized July 12. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
  

Volunteers needed! Help Bernie's Book Bank prepare quality 
books for at-risk children throughout Chicagoland!  

Drop-in during our scheduled volunteer hours or we can 
organize a convenient time for your religious, civic, corporate or 
social group to help sort, sticker and package quality books for at
-risk children. 

Sign up to volunteer:  
-  Attend any of our regular drop in sessions.   
 No reservation necessary.   
-  Sign up to attend a Special Summer Session:   
 http://signup.com/go/JZTQWm  
-  Organize a group session.  Contact Andy below. 

Questions? Contact Andy Donovan at 847-780-7323 or 
andy@berniesbookbank.org. 

More information available at:   
http://berniesbookbank.org/volunteer/  

Church picnics….. 

     through the years. 













To: 

The BIG BUZZ     

  October  2012 

Church office hours 

 

Monday, Tuesday & 

Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

 

Pastor’s weekly hours 

are posted outside his 

office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

5110 Grand Ave. 

Gurnee, IL  60031 

Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 
or 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion:  
1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays  

and the Thursday  
prior  

 
Please join us the third Tuesday of each month! 

Worship at Heritage Woods and Gurnee Meadows 
 

What we Do:   
On the third Tuesday of each month, Pastor Squires leads hymn singing, prayer, and 
conversation at Heritage Woods Assisted Living and Gurnee Meadows. 
 

We would love for you to join us for conversation with the residents at each location.  
Even if you cannot commit to coming every month, we’d love for you to join us  
whenever you can. 
 

How you can help: 
We need one or two readers each month at each location.  If you don’t mind reading 
a few sections of Scripture, please let Chelsi (Chelsi@bethelgurnee.org) know.  If you 
would like to help greet the residents, that’d be great too! 
 

 
 

Service begins at 10:00 a.m. 
Heritage Woods Assisted Living 
3775 Grand Ave. 
Gurnee, IL  60031 

Service begins at 11:00 a.m.  
Gurnee Meadows 
1380 Pauly Drive (Coffee Room) 
Gurnee, IL 60031 


