
 

~October 2016~  
Monthly communication  

of events and  
reports from  

Bethel Lutheran Church Bethel Lutheran 

Church & Preschool 
5110 Grand Avenue 

Gurnee, IL  60031 
 

 

Church Office 
847-244-9647 

Email: 

office@bethelgurnee.org 

Website:   

www.bethelgurnee.org 
 

Preschool 
 847-244-9672 

preschool@bethelgurnee.org 
 

 

 

Pastor Ben Squires 

Cell Phone: 224-419-5519 

pastor@bethelgurnee.org 
 

 

Carol Cook 

Disciple Care Coordinator 

carol@bethelgurnee.org 
 

Lisa Schwarz 
Office Secretary 

lisa@bethelgurnee.org 
 

Chelsi Todd 
Office Assistant 

chelsi@bethelgurnee.org 
  

Donna Stutzman 
Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

The BIG Buzz 

Information for 

the weekly Buzz 

is due in the  

office by  

9:00 a.m.  

Thursday. 

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting  
 

Save the Date:  November  
 

 

So you think you can cook?? 
 
 

Enter the 

 

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.       
Please register to enter your chili 
into our Chili Cook-Off.  You will 
need to arrive at Bethel at 5:15 p.m. 
with your best pot of chili and this 
year you will get to serve it.  Please 
register near the Hub.  
 

 A prize will be awarded for the 
best chili later in the evening. 

5:30 p.m. — 7: 30 p.m. 
As part of Bethel Fall Fest the Preschool is 
hosting a Silent Auction.  The funds 
raised support the preschool in many 
ways.  In the past items such as 
playground equipment and die cuts have 
been purchased.  Additionally, shortfalls in 
the budget have been supplemented by 
the special fund when enrollment is low, 
which enabled us to pay our teachers 
during lean times. 
           (Continued on page 2) 

 

Chili & Hotdog 

Dinner 
 

5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.   
Fill it, top it anyway you like it. 

Donations will be accepted. 
 

Also, we would like you to taste the 
chili at the Chili Cook-Off and vote 

for your favorite. 
 

Please register near the Hub. 

Trick or Treating & 

Games 
 

6:30 p.m.—7:15 p.m. 
We would love for you to bring a game to 
run at a table in the gym or volunteer to 
help with a game we provide.  Please 
bring candy to share. 
 

Adults and children can wear a fun 
costume, and the kids can trick or treat 
from table to table in the 
gym!  We do ask that you 
do not wear scary 
costumes or masks.  Also, 
no weapons allowed.   

Join us for Fellowship & Fun 
Friday, October 28 

5:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 12th annual Silent Auction & Trick or Treat Party  

 Chili & Hotdog Bar  

 Chili Cook-Off 

 Games and Prizes to Win            

BETHEL 

This is a fundraiser to benefit Bethel’s preschool. 
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Attention 4th and 5th Graders! 
 

F.E.E.T. (Faith Encouraged Every Tuesday) kicks off on Tuesday, 

October 4th, at 6:15 p.m.!  

Our fall session is six weeks long, and we will be studying the Lord’s 

prayer this year. We are looking forward to meeting all of you and 

studying God’s Word together. 

--Michelle & Kevin Kruse 

(Silent Auction continued from page 1) 
 
We are asking for your help with donations 
for auction items.  As in the past, we have 
always gratefully accepted new items and 
gift cards.  However, we encourage your 
creativity, you can make a basket or just 
provide items and we can package!!             
Many donations do not need to cost you any 
money, but instead provide a service or 
share a skill or hobby. Or, team up with 
other families to complete a basket.  Please          
bring items to the Preschool office 
by Sunday, October 16.  Any questions, 
please contact Donna in the Preschool office 
at preschool@bethelgurnee.org, or call    
(847) 244-9672. 
  
Sample ideas: 
  

· Season ticket holders - donate one game 
· Babysitting 
· Fall yardwork - rake leaves, clean gutters 
· Museum passes 
· Lessons - golf, basketball, tennis, voice/
 instrument 
· Share a hobby or help someone finish a 
 project like quilting, scrapbooking, cooking, 
 woodworking, knitting/sewing, music,  or 
 gardening 
· Singing telegram 
· Timeshares 
· Local or homemade items 
· Help someone with a project requiring a 
 handyman 
 

                                                 

                 Preschool News... 
 

It’s been a very busy beginning to our school year.  Our 
classes have had their traditional Brown Bag Picnic where 
families can get to know one another.  Mrs. “O” from the 
Lake County Farm Bureau came for a visit.  She talked 
about apples and even had some apples to taste.  We’ve 
met with Pastor Squires and had our first devotion time 
with him.  We even had a chance to play in the gym already 
due to a couple of rainy days.  New and returning students 
and teachers had fun getting acquainted and learning how 
God makes us each very special individuals.  Praise the 
Lord for new beginnings! 

The preschool will have several special events during 
October.  First, the Bookmobile will come to visit the 
preschool on Wednesday, October 12.  We are thankful that 
the Warren Newport Public Library includes the preschool 
on their Bookmobile schedule.  The children always enjoy 
picking out books for the classroom.   

October is Fire Safety Month so the Gurnee Fire 
Department will come visit the preschool on Friday, 
October 14.  One of the Firemen will get dressed in full gear 
to show the children how a fireman looks and sounds 
different when dressed in their uniform.  Sometimes the 
children can be afraid of the full uniform and this visit 
hopes to help alleviate that fear.   We always enjoy our visit 
with the Gurnee Fire Department.   

Mrs. “O” from the Lake County Farm Bureau will return 
with a presentation on Pumpkins Wednesday,     October 
26.  Finally the classes will have their traditional orange 
parties on Friday, October 28.  Students wishing for 
additional fall fun can join us Friday, October 28th in the 
evening for the Bethel Fall Fest! 

Our themes for the month of October will focus on the 
beautiful season of fall that God created.  We learn about 
apples, pumpkins, squirrels, and fall colors.  October is one 
of our favorite months.   

God’s Blessings from the Preschool  
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Love INC Dinner/
Auction   

Friday, October 28 is the 
Love INC Dinner and Auction. 
As part of the auction, the 

churches are asked to provide an auction 
item.  Bethel's "Food and Fun" basket has 
done so well the last two years we will do it 
again for our donation.  We are looking for 
items to add to the gift basket that relate to 
this theme - examples:  favorite restaurant 
gift card, bowling gift card, movie gift cards, 
favorite item found around our area such as a 
special olive oil, a homemade related item. 
Use your imagination! You may also give a 
cash donation for us to purchase items.            
All items need to be in the church office 
by October 2. If you have any            
questions, contact Carol Cook 
(carol@bethelgurnee.org). Tickets for the 
event can be purchased on the Love INC 
website—loveinclakecounty.org.   

 

Fuller Road Clean Up   
Fuller Road is in need of a good fall 

cleaning.  Wear your walking shoes 

and come out to help spruce up our 

adopted road on Sunday, October 9, 

from 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  Anyone 

age 10 years and older is welcome to help.  If 

you have any questions contact John Kozlik 

(karenkozlik@gmail.com) the coordinator. 
 

Bethel Fall Clean up 
Join the Bethel Property Board on October 29 

as we prepare the building and grounds for 

the upcoming winter months. There will be a 

variety of chores both inside and out. Lists 

will be posted so you can see what you might 

want to do. We’ll start at 8:30 a.m. with 

prayer, coffee and donuts and then get to it.  

Rain date will be November 5th.  Watch for 

Buzz announcements as we get closer to the 

date.  Many hands make light the work! 

Bible Study for Moms 

Hey Moms!  There is a new Bible Study 

starting on October 11 just for you.  The 

study is called, “Becoming a Woman 

Whose God is Enough" by Cynthia 

Heald.  This Bible Study is for moms of all 

ages.  We will take a look at how we grow toward 

peace with God, grow in the joy of loving others, 

wait on God with hope, and trust Him fully.  We 

hope you can join us every 2nd and 

4th Tuesday of each month.  We will meet 

at 10:15 a.m. for fellowship and start the study, 

facilitated by Sue Best, at 10:30 a.m.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Karen Leicht 

(johnleicht@comcast.net).  

When Helping Hurts   
We have offered When Helping Hurts at Bethel 
twice, and several people tell me they               
hope everyone will take it because it is so 
perspective-changing. A new class begins on 
Tuesday evenings October 4 - November 8,         
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  This 6-week group study 
investigates the crisis of poverty and the church’s 
role in alleviating it. Poverty is not just about 
material things and it is not “their” problem. We 
are all poor, we all have resources to share, and 
we all need Jesus to save us and heal us. This is a 
video-based study. There is no required reading.  
Register online at livingjustly.us/register/, or 
contact  Susan Squires (susan@livingjustly.us)  
Please join us!  

YFM Gift Cards 
The Bethel Youth Ministry 

continues to sell gift cards through 

out the year.  Our new administrator will be Sue 

Best.  If you have any questions feel free to 

contact her (snsbest@gmail.com).  Thanks for 

supporting our youth. 

The deadlines for the remainder of the year are:   

 Tuesday, November 1st 

 Sunday, November 27th 

  (earlier for Christmas orders) 

mailto:carol@bethelgurnee.org
http://loveinclakecounty.org/
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   COOL  
Fundraiser  

 

Support COOL (Christian Outreach of Lutherans) 
by purchasing Yankee candles during their current 
fundraiser. COOL receives 40% of every dollar 
purchased.  Delivery is 2-4 weeks  from receipt of 
orders.  To purchase online, go to 
www.yankeecandlefundraising.com and use    
group number: 990099961.  Online sale continues 
until January.  

 
 

Service Roster Notes  
 

Early service servers are listed in regular type and 
late service servers are italic.  
 
Greeters, the first person listed for a service is 
at the front door. In early service, the front door is 
the one closest to the gym. In late it is the door by 
the sanctuary. For both services, the back door is 
the door by the church office. Your name tag will be 
in the basket near the bulletins. Arrive at least 15 
minutes before the service starts. 
 
Readers, Lisa sends the readings out usually on 
Tuesday before the Sunday you read. There is an 
attachment with the reading that gives directions 
and if there is anything out of the normal for 
that Sunday.  She will ask that you reply to the 
email so she knows the reading is covered. 
 
If you are unable to serve on a Sunday you are 
assigned, try to switch with someone or contact the 
church office. If you switch with someone, let the 
church office.  
 
If you currently are not an usher or lay reader and 
would like to be put in the rotation, contact Carol 
Cook  at the church office - 847-244-9647 or 
carol@bethelgurnee.org . 

 
 

Sunday School 
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.           1 Peter 4:10 
 

This is our theme for Sunday School this year. At 
Bethel we strive to model this verse. We want our 
students to learn this from a young age. When 
looking for a mission project that would help us 
use our gifts. Bethel has been helping PADS clients 
with showers so it seemed a natural fit for our 
mission project to add to this gift. All offerings will 
be going to help make Bethel Care Bags for PADS 
to give out. You can see examples on 
the Sunday School bulletin board. 
 

We are studying the Old Testament from the 
Israelites entering the Promised Land through 
David becoming king. Look for weekly updates in 
the weekly Buzz. Any questions or concerns can be 
directed to: 

Carla Thompson (carlajothompson@gmail.com) or 

Diane Sanders (dsanders7@hotmail.com). 

 

Crop Walk 

Sunday, October 16 

  

Bethel has been participating in the CROP Walk for 

over 25 years.  Our team of walkers will be helping 

to end hunger one step at a time by 

participating  in this year's CROP Hunger Walk 

on October 16.  

Please support us by joining in the walk, or by 

making a donation to support the team. As always 

your prayers for the team and all of the other 

walkers are greatly appreciated! 
  
We have a team site set up at:  
www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil/
bethellutherangurnee 

On the team site you can learn more about the 
walk, sign up to walk, or make donations. 
 

Please contact Morrie Cook 
(morrie.cook@gmail.com) if you have any 
questions. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil/bethellutherangurnee
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil/bethellutherangurnee
mailto:morrie.cook@gmail.com
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Financials 
 

Both August month and YTD are favorable 
driven by lower than planned budget expenses 
(primarily YFM salary and benefits related).   

 
August Month Results: 
 Church:  Favorable $4,080 
 Preschool:  Unfavorable $2,155 
 Total:  Favorable: $1,925 
 
Aug YTD Results: 
 Church:  Favorable $39,366 
 Preschool:  Favorable $30 
 Total:  Favorable: $39,396  
 

 
LWML Zone 1 Fall Workshop 

 

This workshop will be held at Beautiful Savior in Antioch on 

Saturday, October 15 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The workshop 

will include devotion, music, business meeting, project and 

salad luncheon.  The project will be to tie quilts for Lutheran 

Work Relief!  Bring a sewing scissors and large eye needles if 

you are able.  Ingathering:  If you would like to donate flat 

sheets for quilt backs, it would be appreciated!  Contact Kathy 

Schwartz (kathyschwartz123@gmail.com) if you have 

questions. 

 

 

Bernie's Blessing 
 

We will again this year be collecting coats and 

blankets for Bernie to distribute on the streets of Chicago on 

Christmas Eve. For over 20 years the people of Bethel have 

donated many, many coats and blankets that are given to the 

homeless who are out in the cold and bad weather. He shares 

the love of Christ with them while providing them warmth. As 

the weather turns cold and you realize a new coat would be 

nice, bring the old one for Bernie's blessings. Or, if you see a 

good deal on a new coat, we would gladly accept it also. 

Blankets of all kinds will be accepted. You may bring them to 

Bethel starting the first of December. 

 
 

Purchase Holiday Meal 
Boxes Today 

to  help a needy family 
for the Holidays 

 
Fall is here!!  That means that the 
holidays are not far behind!  COOL Food 
Pantries are getting ready for the 
thousands of people in Lake County who 
will come to the pantries seeking food 
assistance for the Thanksgiving & 
Christmas holidays.  This holiday season 
COOL is offering two ways to feed our 
families.   

1. Holiday Food Boxes are available for 
only $20 each. This box is loaded 
with a 12-16 pound turkey, 4 cans of 
vegetables, 2 cans of fruit, a           
beverage, potatoes, gravy & dessert. 
Checks can be placed in the offering 
plate made out to Bethel and 
marked “Holiday Gift Basket” on the 
memo line.  

2. If you prefer to do your own      
shopping COOL is happy to            
distribute your holiday gift to a 
needy family.  The list of items will 
soon be available on the Hub and 
non-perishables can be placed in a 
the rubber tub outside the            
sanctuary.  If you have perishables, 
contact COOL at 847-662-1230 to 
schedule a drop off . 

Deadline for Bethel drop off:  
Thanksgiving is November 13 
Christmas holiday is December 11 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

http://coolministries.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Holiday-Dinner-clipart1.jpg
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C.O.O.L. Food  
of the Month  

  

  

Breakfast Items 
 

Place non-perishable items in the 
box in the sanctuary hallway. 

 

 

Baby Shower Ministry  
 

(formerly known as  
Layette Ministry) 

 

We are changing the name but the ministry is the 
same! Many people did not know what layette 
means so Love INC started calling it the Baby 
Shower Ministry. Bethel's Care in Community 
committee decided we would start calling it by 
that name also so it is consistent. We team with 
Love INC to deliver a "baby shower" to families 
with a new baby who have been through the 
Love INC intake process and have a verifiable 
need. 
 
We have been blessed with many donations from 
the community this past year. All of the items 
have been cleaned, sorted and labeled (a big 
thank you to Diane Swanson!) At this time, the 
items we are in short supply of are pack and play 
sheets (biggest need right now), baby 
thermometers (I have purchased the basic ones 
at Walmart for around $5), sleepers and winter 
clothes (especially for boys from 3 - 9 months), 
fragrance free laundry soap, burp cloths, and 
socks. Contact Carol Cook if you have any 
questions about the items. Thank you for your 
support of this Bethel Ministry. 
 

In Today’s Prayers 
 

In our weekly Worship Prayers, 
we lift up praises, thanksgivings, 

requests, and concerns to our Lord. Specific 
prayer requests can be submitted to Pastor or 
the office prior to Sunday, or you can also write 
them down on the Prayer Stations as you arrive 
for worship. During the Offering, Pastor also 
pauses to see if there are any other requests. 
 
In order to help us pray to God about the 
wholeness of our lives in the world, we have a 
new schedule for when we will focus on specific 
areas for prayer. Any immediate needs will 
always take priority, but in general, we will 
follow this schedule. Please note that this means 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month, Pastor 
will speak the names of everyone on our health 
concerns list, but on other Sundays, this will be 
lifted up only as a general prayer for health and 
healing. 

 
1st Sunday of Month 
Missionaries 
Prayers for Justice 
Our local partners: COOL, PADS, A Safe Place,… 
Congregation: Care in Community 

2nd Sunday of Month 
Health Concerns (full list of names) 
Armed Forces 
Our District partners: Northern Illinois District, 
Walcamp,… 
Congregation: Discipleship 

3rd Sunday of Month 
Government & police/fire 
Local concerns 
Congregation: Spiritual Conversation 

4th Sunday of Month 
Health Concerns (full list of names) 
Local churches (GO! Together and Circuit) 
Congregation: Missional Living 

5th Sunday of Month 
“Praise and Thanksgiving” stations 
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To: 

The BIG BUZZ        October  2012  

Church office hours 

 

 
Monday, Tuesday & 

Thursday 
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday & Friday 
9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

 
Pastor’s weekly hours 
are posted outside his 

office door. 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
5110 Grand Ave. 
Gurnee, IL  60031 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m.  

 

Holy Communion:  
1st, 3rd, & 5th  

Sundays 

Important Dates—Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Sunday, November 6 Daylight Saving Time Ends at 2:00 a.m. 
                 Fall back one hour 
 

Sunday, November 6 Voters’ Meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

                 

      
 
 

Mark Your Calander for the  Annual 5/10 K—Run/Walk.    
Saturday, November 26 in Libertyville at Old School Forest Preserve, 
Shelter C.  Race begins at 9:30 AM.   

 
For more information or to register online visit getmeregistered.com. 

https://secure.getmeregistered.com/get_information.php?event_id=124615

