2nd Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2016
BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
5110 Grand Avenue, Gurnee, Illinois 60031 – (847) 244-9647

Pastor Ben Squires
Cell phone: 224-419-5519 or email: pastor@bethelgurnee.org
Website: www.BethelGurnee.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he
has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to
hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.
Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give
to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching
Jesus gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are
forgiven, we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His
true body and blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:2628, “Take and eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these
beliefs are invited to receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing.
Wine can be taken by common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice.
Please address questions to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored
cups.
NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is
down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the
youth room at the far end of the gym.
SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS
Craig Johnsen in memory of wife Donna J. Wheeler Johnsen,
the Kozlik family in celebration of Kateryna’s 3rd birthday (2/21), and
the Souza family in celebration of Jay’s 13th birthday (2/18).
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LENT LECTIONARY
This service carries the themes of the Lent Lectionary—the selected readings for this season in the Church Year, as we
gather in sorrow over our sin, recognize our need for a Savior, and anticipate His salvation accomplished
through the cross and resurrection.

Opening Hymn

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
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LSB 708 sts. 1–2

Invocation and Call to Worship
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
Hebrews 12:2
C: the author and perfecter of our faith,
P: who for the joy that was set before him
C: endured the cross, despising the shame,
P: and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
C: Now is the time of God's favor; now is the day of salvation.
2 Corinthians 6:2b
P: Turn us again, O God of our salvation,
Psalm 85:4, 4:6, 37:6, 113:7
C: that the light of Your face may shine on us.
P: May Your justice shine like the sun;
C: and may the poor be lifted up.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Verse for the Season

Joel 2:13b

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.
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Confession and Absolution
1 Peter 5:6-11, 1:3-5
P: Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God
so that at the proper time he may exalt you.
Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.
Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.
Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering
are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.
C: We humble ourselves before the Lord.
We confess that we have sinned against heaven and earth,
against the Lord, His Creation, and one another.
Please come to us, Lord, and forgive. Amen.
P: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
1 John 2:1
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Mark 10:33
P: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Psalm 32:1
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
P: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Amen.
Silence for meditation on our need for Christ’s forgiveness.
P: At the command of the Lord, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice
on the mountain; yet, in mercy God the Father provided a ram as a substitute.
We give thanks to the Father that on Calvary He did not spare His only Son but
sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. The God of all grace has called
you to his eternal glory in Christ, and He Himself restores, confirms,
strengthens, and establishes you. To him be the dominion forever and ever.
According to his great mercy, he has caused you to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Your sins are
forgiven in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Song of Thanksgiving

Mighty to Save
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Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your
mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Jeremiah 26:8–15 (ESV)
8And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him
to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid
hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the
LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.
10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s
house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of
the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to
all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied
against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.”
12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent
me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13Now
therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God,
and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14But as
for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you.
15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood
upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me
to you to speak all these words in your ears.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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New Testament Letter
Philippians 3:17—4:1 (ESV)
17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to
the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction,
their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly
things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
thus in the Lord, my beloved.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Anthem

“Cradle Me Lord”

Adult Choir

Holy Gospel
Luke 13:31–35 (ESV)
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here,
for Herod wants to kill you.”
32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform
cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33Nevertheless, I
must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that
a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city
that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
would not! 35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Responsory
John 4:23a; 3:16
P: The hour is coming, and is now here,
C: when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.
P: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
C: that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go

LSB 920; tune: 616

“Speaking the Truth in Love. . .in the Grip of Hatred and Fear”
Jeremiah 26:8-15

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.
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Offertory
Create in Me
Sung as our Offerings are brought forward to the Altar

LSB 192

Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a
blessing from the Lord.
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Communion Distribution
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
 Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
 Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
 Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
Preface Verses Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed
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LSB 560 sts. 1,2

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We greet one another in peace saying “God’s peace” or “The Lord be with you.”)
First Distribution Hymn

Lamb of God

LSB 550

Refrain
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© 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Second Distribution Hymn

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Public domain
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Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, enable us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
You overcame the assaults of the devil and gave Your life as a ransom for
many so that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate
the eternal feast when You come again with Your Kingdom.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart

Announcements
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SAVE THE DATE:

Summit #2

Sunday, March 13 ~ Noon - 4PM.
***Please note: March 13 is the correct date.
Please check your calendars because the wrong date was used
in a few advertisements that went out.***

The goal for Summit #2 will be to walk away with 2-3 specific
ways to focus on developing our initiatives. This might include
the sketching out of plans to develop current mission activities,
the beginning of describing a new staff position, etc.
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