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EVENING PRAYER 
Adapted from the Lutheran Service Book Evening Prayer,  
this liturgy recalls the Old Testament rhythm  
of prayer in the morning and the evening:  
“When you lie down and when you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).  
The liturgy of Evening Prayer, which grows out of the daily devotion of the home,  
has a simple, four-part outline: Service of Light, Psalmody, Readings and Responses, and Prayers. 
The Service of Light began as a daily lamp-lighting service at the setting of the sun in the early 
centuries before gas or electric lights. The image of light in the midst of darkness is easily 
associated with Christ who is our light (John 1:9). We look forward to the day when we will  
no longer need lamp nor sun, for the Lord God will be our light (Revelation 22:5).  
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Opening Hymn      Jesus Sinners Doth Receive               LSB 609 sts. 1–2, 4–6 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 
    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. ~ Wednesday Lenten Worship – 6:30 p.m.  

 Holy Communion:  1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,   

Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Elder:  Bob Souza    Lay Readers:  Randy Gifford, Karen Kozlik 
Disciple Care Elder:  Randy Gifford Ushers: Tom Schultz, Morrie Cook 
Acolyte:  Hillary Fleming 

  

 



 

Opening Words 

P:  The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.          
C:   Amen. 
P: It is good to give thanks to the Lord,    
C: to sing praise to Your Name, O Most High; 
P:  to herald Your love in the morning, 
C: Your truth at the close of the day. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

(Silence for reflection on the sins that trouble us). 
 

Pastor: We begin with me confessing my sin…I confess to God Almighty, before the 
whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 
most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 
your sins. Amen.  

P:  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News. Amen. 
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by 
my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. Amen.  

C:  I thank my heavenly Father for this Good News.  Amen. 

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day) 

P: The Lord be with you. C:   And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    C: Amen. 

Psalm Reading               Psalm 33:12–22 (ESV) 
12Blessèd is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
 the people whom he has chosen as his heritage! 
13The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of man; 
 14from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 
 15he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 
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16The king is not saved by his great army; 
 a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
 17The war horse is a false hope for salvation, 
 and by its great might it cannot rescue. 
18Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, 
 on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
 19that he may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine. 
20Our soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 
 21For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
22Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle (New Testament Letter)    Philippians 3:8–21 (ESV) 
8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, 
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I 
have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything 
you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16Only let us hold true to what we 
have attained. 

17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their 
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20But 
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who 
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him 
even to subject all things to himself. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.    C:   Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel          Matthew 12:10–21 (ESV)  

10[There was] a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked [Jesus], “Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him. 11He said to them, 
“Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold 
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of it and lift it out? 12Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath.” 13Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man 
stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 14But the Pharisees went out 
and conspired against him, how to destroy him. 

15Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, and he healed 
them all 16and ordered them not to make him known. 17This was to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 18“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved 
with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim 
justice to the Gentiles. 19He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in 
the streets; 20a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, 
until he brings justice to victory; 21and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”     

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of the Day        Lord of All Hopefulness       LSB 738 

 

 

 

 
 
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448. 
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Sermon   “The Christian Virtue of Hope” 

Hope is one of the Theological virtues [along with 
faith and charity].  This means that a continual 
looking forward to the eternal world is not (as some 
modern people think) a form of escapism or wishful 
thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to 
do.  It does not mean that we are to [have no impact 
on] the present world as it is.  If you read history you will find that the Christian who 
did most for the present world were [the ones] who thought most [about] the next 
[world]….Aim at Heaven and you will get earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will 
get neither….Most people, if they had really learned to look into their own hearts, 
would know that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this 
world.  There are all sorts of things in this world that offer to give [that something 
more] to you, but they never quite keep their promise (134,135). 
 I must take care, on the one hand, never to despise, or be unthankful for, these 
earthly blessings, and on the other [hand], never to mistake them for the something 
else of which they are only a kind of copy, or echo, or mirage.  I must keep alive in 
myself the desire for my true country, which I shall not find till after death; I must 
never let it get snowed under or turned aside; I must make it the main object of life to 
press on to that other country and to help others do the same (137). 

Offering 

Offertory Prayer 

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 
one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.          

C:   Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

P:  Hear my prayer, O Lord;    
C: Listen to my cry. 
P:  Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
C: Hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 
P:  In righteousness I shall see You; 
C: When I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 
P:   Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that 

we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find our rest in 
You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C:   Amen. 
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P:  Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and drive from them all the snares of the enemy; let 
Your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let Your blessing 
be on us always; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. C:  Amen. 

P:  Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 
permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to You.  
We entrust to You the night; we rest in surety, for You are our help, and You 
neither slumber nor sleep. C:  Amen. 

(Silence for meditation) 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

P:  Guide us waking, O Lord, 
C: and guard us sleeping, 
P:  That awake we may watch with Christ 
C: and asleep we may rest in peace. 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord,  
  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.   
C:   Amen. 
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Closing Hymn        My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less    LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


