Celebrating a new well in Northern Ghana—
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With joy, you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Holy Communion: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
Becky Lanzito & Karen Leicht - Organists, Ann Souza - Music Director,
Mandi Stilson – Choir/New Music Accompanist
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he
has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to
hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.
Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give
to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.
HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching
Jesus gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are
forgiven, we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His
true body and blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:2628, “Take and eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these
beliefs are invited to receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing.
Wine can be taken by common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice.
Please address questions to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored
cups.
NURSERY
We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is
down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the
youth room at the far end of the gym.
SERVING TODAY

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Dawn Werfelmann to the Glory of God.
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NEHEMIAH SERVICE
Worship in a traditional order that uses portions of the book of Nehemiah.

Opening Hymn

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy
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LSB 590

Invocation (Based on selections from Nehemiah 8)
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: All the people gathered into the square.
And they told Ezra the scribe,
C: Bring the Book of the Law of Moses,
Bring the Word of the Lord to us.
P: And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, and as he opened it all
the people stood. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people
answered,
C: Amen, Amen.
P: They lifted up their hands.
They bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord.
This day is holy to our Lord.
C: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Amen.
(10:45) Baptism of Elise Melanie Harvey

Daughter of Bob & Dana Harvey

Confession and Absolution (Based on selections from Nehemiah 1)
P: O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and
steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments,
C: let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear the prayer of Your servants
that we now pray before You day and night, confessing the sins we have
committed against You. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not
kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded.
P: Lord, remember the word that You gave to Your servant Moses, “If you are
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.”
C: But Lord also remember that You promised: “If you return to Me, even though you
are outcasts, I will gather you and bring you to the place that I have chosen, to
make My Name dwell there.”
P: God has indeed heard your prayers and remembers His promise to gather you
again to Himself, so that you may dwell with Him for eternity. By His Holy
Spirit, you are the Lord’s servants and His people, whom God has redeemed
by His great power and by His strong hand, by the death and resurrection of
His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Your sins are forgiven in the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen! Thanks be to God!
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Song of Praise

As the Deer

Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Anthem

“Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You”
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Adult Choir

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 12:1–6 (ESV)
1You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.”
3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
4And you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Old Testament Canticle (sung three times)

from LSB # 261

Epistle (New Testament Letter)
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 (ESV)
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. 18All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Verse for the Season

Joel 2:13b

LSB 157

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.

Holy Gospel
Luke 15:1–3a, 11–32 (ESV)
1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.”
3So he told them this parable: 11“There was a man who had two sons. 12And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is
coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything.
17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18I will arise and go to
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
19I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
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I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to
celebrate.
25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father
has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28But
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found.’”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(8AM) Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.—And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. —I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day

Sermon

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

“Those Who Draw Water from Wells are Thirsty”
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LSB 686

Isaiah 12:1-6

Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory

On My Heart Imprint Your Image

LSB 422

(Sung as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)

Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you. (We share a greeting of peace with one another).
First Distribution Hymn

Children of the Heavenly Father

© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 725

Second Distribution Hymn

5

Jesus Comes Today with Healing

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.
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© David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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LSB 620

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….
C: Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may,
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benedicamus Domino (“Let us bless, the Lord”) & Benediction (Blessing)
P: Rise up and bless the Lord your God
(Based on Nehemiah 9:5 & Psalm 126:3,6)
from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Blessed be Your glorious name, O Lord;
Your Name is exalted above all blessing and praise.
P: The Lord has done great things for us;
Those who come before the Lord weeping
shall now go with shouts of joy,
because of the Lord’s great mercy, love, and strength.
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

13

Closing Hymn

5

Preserve Your Word, O Savior

Preserve in wave and tempest
Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,
May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot,
And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor
In Your eternal light.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.

Announcements
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LSB 658 sts. 1, 4–5

Vacation Bible School 2016
June 13 - 17 ~ 9:00 a.m. – Noon

Jump into a VBS that's all about Jesus
Volunteers and Students can register at:
http://www.bethelgurnee.org/upcoming-events.html
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reAssess Summit #2
Sunday, March 13 - Noon-4PM
Please register now for Summit #2 as we continue to see where God is leading
Bethel in the ministry He has given to us.
REGISTER AT: tinyurl.com/bethelsummit2

Our facilitator, Gary Janetzke, returns for the second phase of our
reFocusing/reAssess process, and we build upon what we gathered from
Summit #1 and the Brainstorming Sessions. Youth are encouraged to take part
in the Summit.

 Everyone is welcome to attend--even if you haven't attended
previous sessions.

 Lunch will be provided.
 Bring your children! Stephanie Bunnell is once again leading
our childcare team.
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