
 

 
Each year we ask our 
confirmands to write a 
brief faith story—the 
kind of story you might 
tell someone briefly—
and then write a longer 
explanation of the story 
based on Scripture.    
In this way,  
the confirmands are 
modeling for all of us how to tell a life story that may lead to a 
spiritual conversation with a friend.  
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Confirmands 
Lily Freehling 

The earliest memory that jumpstarted my faith was when I was little. I was 
chosen to bring in an object for the children’s message. I brought in a plastic, gold 
Barbie crown. The pastor was talking about appreciating God and the things we 
have in life. He connected my crown to the story. I liked that crown and used it all 
the time. He said I should be appreciative that I get the chance to have and play 
with it. My parents gave it to me, and I should be appreciative that they bought it 
for me. He said to appreciate God who put my parents here, who, in turn, gave me 
the crown. I realized that the crown, like everything I have, was a gift from God.  
It’s the little things that we take for granted. This was the start of my faith that 
pushed me down this path. Because of things like that, I remember to be 
appreciative of the things I have. 

 Second Samuel 22:47 reads,  “The LORD lives! Praise to my Rock! May God, the 
Rock of my salvation, be exalted!” I chose this verse because it exemplifies how we 
should praise God. I also chose this verse because it connects with my faith story, 
because it shows that we should be appreciative of all the things we have in life. For 
all we know we might not wake up tomorrow. We might not be still alive. We may 
not be working, or family members may be not working. Part of the verse says “The 
LORD lives!” God will always live. Revelation 1:8 reads, “‘I am the Alpha and Omega,’ 
says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’” We can 
and should be thankful for all of what he gives us. We should not only be thankful for 
that, but thankful that he is forgiving. Weare sinful beings. We cannot help it. We are 
sinful by nature. God gave us freedom and freewill. We were the ones who turned 
sinful. Another part of my verse says “May God, the Rock of my salvation”; it is not a 
secret that he is our salvation. When we hear the world salvation we must know that 
we need to be saved. We need to be saved from sin. I appreciate his forgiveness, and 
his choice to give us free will. God is the reason all of us are even here. You should be 
thanking him for a lot. My verse reads, “Be exalted.” Not only should we be thankful 
for God; we should be thankful for our families. They work very hard and put others’ 
needs before their own. So, next time you do something special with your family be 
sure to thank them, and next time you wake up, just think to yourself how lucky you 
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are to have woken up. Others around the world have died, and you’re still alive and 
awake. Next time you wake up be sure to thank God. I, myself, am deeply grateful to 
have woken up this morning. This little plastic crown helps remind me of how 
thankful we should be. It helped guide me down this road. I will always remember 
the lesson that I learned from that simple, plastic crown. I learned to thank and praise 
God in everything I do.  

 

Griffin Pavletic 
One of my most vivid memories of me and my grandpa is when I went to visit him 

in Florida. We had a good time, but little did I know that would be the last time I 
would see him. The next time would be at his funeral. 

   I'm pretty sure it was the funeral that influenced me to have a stronger faith, as I 
was really on the fence and not entirely sure what I believed in. I know that God had a 
plan for my grandpa; I know my grandpa is in a better place—with God. Grandpa was 
struggling with health concerns toward the end of his life, but now rests with God in 
Heaven. He was a person who could see the good in everything. He liked to have fun. 
I believe he really made the most out of his time here on Earth, with a long and 
accomplished life. He was only here for a short time, compared to his everlasting life 
in Heaven, but he has made it to where he belongs. Grandpa knew he wasn’t going to 
make it near the end, but was ready to pass, and find Heaven for himself, because he 
had faith in what God had planned for him. I like the 10th Verse from Proverbs 
Chapter 8 because it ties into my faith story, and helps me better understand his 
choice, and my beliefs. “Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather 
than choice gold.” This helps explain grandpa’s choice to move on. It also makes me 
realize that we should follow in God's footsteps, because He knows that Heaven is 
the best place for us. The knowledge and instruction is God’s Word, and the silver 
and gold are what we desire, which is making us stray from God. We should choose 
His knowledge and instruction, because He has a reason for everything. 
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Jake Kruse 
When I was younger my grandpa passed away. He was about 80 years of age and 

a member of the Lutheran church his whole life. It made me sad to lose him since I’ve 
known him all my life, but knowing his strong faith I knew he would be in heaven 
helped me to cope with the sadness.  When I was in fifth grade, one of my classmates 
who happened to be Muslim passed away. These events then caused a question to 
arise in my mind: why did God give my grandpa so much time to believe in his 
promise and trust in him, but my classmate so little? It is a question I have thought 
about many times, but still feel unable to answer.  The only explanation I can 
understand is that God has a plan for us all.  He is guiding us all towards some 
‘greater good’ and although it might not make sense to us, there is a reason.  
Because I have faith in him I know this to be true, and I know death isn’t something I 
have to fear.  I will see these people again when God’s journey leads me to be 
reunited with fellow believers in heaven. 

A verse from the bible I have found to be meaningful is in Hebrews 11:1-3, “Now 
faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.  
This is what the ancients were commended for. By faith we understand that the 
universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of 
what was visible.”  The reason I use this quote is because death seems to be painful 
by the way it looks and your life just ends there after your heart stops beating. But 
there is more to it than is visible, and the reason I say this is because death on earth is 
not the end because of Christ’s promise. When we believe that we shall not perish 
but have eternal life, It brings joy to me that I do not have to fear death knowing 
there is something beyond this life. I believe in God even though I have many 
questions.  I know that Christ has a plan for all believers, regardless of how long or 
short our time on Earth may be. John 3:16-17 summarizes what I am trying to say 
perfectly. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” 
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Jeremy Leicht 
A few years ago, my Grandpa on my dad’s side of the family, died from a brain 

tumor.  I loved my Grandpa a lot and it made me feel sad that he had died.  A special 
memory I have of my grandfather is one time when my family had gone to my 
grandparent’s house, my Grandpa had a pillow fight with us and even though it was 
only for a few minutes, I still treasure that memory.  I was only about five years old at 
that time. It made me feel better to remember that the Bible says whoever believes 
that Jesus died and rose from the dead would live forever in heaven.  At his funeral 
service, the pastor gave our family pictures of a young child’s hand in the palm of an 
adult’s hand.  The adult’s hand represents God’s hand and the smaller hand 
represents our hand.  The picture shows that God will always take care of us and he 
has everything under control, and he will never let us out of his hand.   John 10:28 
says, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”  

When I was in 2nd grade, my Sunday school teacher, Mrs. Daluga taught us the 
verse John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son so 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”   Ever since 2nd 
grade, I have remembered this verse and it has helped me feel better sometimes, like 
when my Grandpa died. My Grandpa went to church every Sunday and he believed 
that Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins.  Since Jesus died on the cross to 
take away our sins, we can go to heaven too, if we believe this.  I believe that in 
eternal life we won’t just be floating around on clouds.  Once Jesus comes again, 
there will be a new earth and a new heaven and we will have new bodies, and no sin 
or death.   Knowing all of this makes me feel better because after I die, the new 
world will be perfect and I will also be able to see all the people who I loved, who 
died.  It also makes me feel better because there will be no sin, pain or death in the 
new world, and I will get to see my Grandpa again. 
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We may periodically print other collections, and we always love to have people tell 
the stories of GOD AT WORK in their lives, giving all of us the opportunity to praise 
Jesus for what He is doing. Please pray about sharing a story from your life—
there’s many faith stories in our lives. What’s one you’d like to tell? 

Write out a faith story  
1) Think of a specific moment, event, or conversation that is a significant part of 

God shaping your faith in Jesus. 

2) Write out the story to help you think about how you’d tell someone else your 
story.  Most likely you’d share your story in conversation, but writing it out helps 
you think through how you would explain it. 

3) Use 200 words or less.  There may be much more to the story, but making it 
short prepares you for conversations that may only allow time for the brief 
version. 

4) Avoid churchy language & “insider” expressions so the story makes sense to 
someone who doesn’t know a lot about the Bible or Jesus. 

5) Focus on how you are different today, or how you are heading in a different 
direction, pointing to the power of God’s Spirit who is transforming you day-by-
day. 

6) Email, snail mail, or drop off your story to  
  Katrina Johns, our Equipping Coordinator (katrina@bethelgurnee.org). 

7) Sending it to Katrina helps you actually make a plan to do the assignment. 

8) Please indicate whether you are willing for your story to be shared with the 
congregation. If you are willing to share your story, let us know if we can use 
your name or if you’d rather keep it anonymous (only Katrina & Pastor knowing 
it’s your story). 

  
Parents: If your child would like to write their story, that’s awesome.  Help them 
write the story, dictating it to you perhaps, and then send it in.  Follow the same 
direction about indicating whether we can share the story with the congregation. 

add “Your Story” 
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