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When we started this series,  

it made sense to put  

that day’s icon as the big picture  

on the bulletin cover.  
 

• Does it seem strange, though, 

to have a big dollar sign  

on the cover of  

a worship bulletin?  
 

• Would Jesus have put  

a denarius symbol  

on his bulletin cover? 
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Generosity Expressions Profile: 

Bethel Results as of 2/6/2020 

**Despite what graph shows, our goal is 150 assessments completed.** 

 

Most preferred Generosity Expression at Bethel by Generation 
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Where stewardship was once founded 

upon and taught through solid 

catechesis, it is now being driven by far 

more pragmatic forces. This transition 

has served to amputate the concept of 

generosity from its roots of altar, pulpit 

and baptismal font. The pressures of just 

maintaining legacy ministries, providing 

more equitable compensation for 

church workers, and skyrocketing 

benefit costs have created an undercurrent within the congregation 

which gives rise to the idea that the generosity of faithful Christian 

stewardship is nothing more than a transaction that serves to preserve 

the institution.  

 

This has created a cynicism in both the leadership and rank-and-file 

members of the local congregation. This cynicism becomes an 

opportunity for sin in the area of generosity. What is designed by the 

Lord to be the faithful response of an undeserving sinner to the 

incomprehensible generosity of our radically generous Lord, has 

become a way to manipulate the ministry of the local congregation. 

Corporate debt is amassed in the congregation without regard to the 

burden it places on the ministry of the Gospel. This, then, opens the 

door to the individual Christian to allow feelings about ministries and 

individual ministers to determine if they will be faithful and generous in 

their response to the work of the Lord.  
 

1. Where have you seen this in the Church? How or why have you 

ever experienced these feelings—or been a leader faced with 

trying to overcome this reaction in others? 
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Compare these 2 psalms. 111 describes God; 112 describes a believer. 

Where is the believer’s generous righteousness described like God’s? 

 

Psalm 111  (ESV) 

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8 they are established forever and ever, 

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 

    he has commanded his covenant forever. 

    Holy and awesome is his name! 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

    His praise endures forever!  
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Psalm 112  (ESV) 

Praise the LORD! 

Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

    who greatly delights in his commandments! 
2 His offspring will be mighty in the land; 

    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3 Wealth and riches are in his house, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 

    he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 

    who conducts his affairs with justice. 
6 For the righteous will never be moved; 

    he will be remembered forever. 
7 He is not afraid of bad news; 

    his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 
8 His heart is steady;[b] he will not be afraid, 

    until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 
9 He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever; 

    his horn is exalted in honor. 
10 The wicked man sees it and is angry; 

    he gnashes his teeth and melts away; 

    the desire of the wicked will perish! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+112&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15812b
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For a different look, here’s an English translation that tries to preserve 

the acrostic pattern of the Hebrew alphabet—22 letters,  

each half-verse starting with a word beginning with the next letter. 

 

Psalm 111  (The Psalms Chronologically Arranged by Four Friends  (1870)) 

All my heart shall praise Jehovah, 

 Before the congregation of the righteous; 
2 Deeds of goodness are the deeds of Jehovah, 

 Earnestly desired of all them that have pleasure therein; 
3 For His righteousness endureth for ever, 

 Glorious and honorouable is His work; 
4 He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered, 

 In Jehovah is compassion and goodness; 
5 Jehovah hath given meat to them that fear Him, 

 Keeping His covenant for ever, 
6 Learning His people the power of His works, 

 Making them to possess the heritage of the heathen; 
7 Nay, the works of His hands are verity and judgment, 

 Ordered and sure are His commands, 
8 Planted fast for ever and ever, 

 Righteous and true are His testimonies; 
9 Salvation hath He sent unto His people, 

 Their covenant hath He made fast for ever; 
 10 Upright and holy is His name, 

 Verily the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom, 

  Yea, a good understanding have all they that do thereafter; 

  Zealously shall He be praised for ever. 
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Psalm 112  (The Psalms Chronologically Arranged by Four Friends  (1870)) 

A blessing is on them that fear Jehovah, 

 Blessed is he that hath delight in His commandments; 
2 Dominion shall be to his seed upon earth, 

 Ever shall the generation of the faithful be blessed; 
3 Fulness and riches shall be in his house, 

 Grounded is his righteousness for ever; 
4 He is merciful, loving and righteous; 

 In the darkness there ariseth a light for the godly; 
5 Joyful is he that sheweth favour and lendeth, 

 Knowledge shall he have to plead his cause! 
6 Lo! he shall never be moved, 

 Memorials of the righteous shall endure for ever; 
7 Never shall he be afraid of any evil tidings, 

 On Jehovah he leaneth with a fixed heart; 
8 Planted firmly is his heart, and will not shrink; 

 Revenged shall he be upon his enemies; 
9 Scattering abroad, he giveth to the poor; 

 True and steadfast is his righteousness for ever, 

  Uplifted shall be his horn—with honour, 
 10 Vexation shall seize the ungodly, when he seeth it; 

 With his teeth shall he gnash and consume away; 

   Yea, the desire of the ungodly shall perish. 
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2. How does “spontaneity” relate to what we learn about generosity 

from Psalms 111-112 ? 
 

3. How might “spontaneous generosity” be a challenge for 

congregations? (pledging, budgeting, organizing for serving)  

 

4. Or a blessing? 
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5. Do you find this question easy to answer: “Is your giving sacrificial 

or out of surplus”? What makes it difficult to answer? 
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6. Talk about your first reaction to this final section about personal 

debt and how the Church can/should/could respond. 

 

 

 

7. What from this section relates to Psalm 111-112, especially in 

“taking delight in what God delights in”? 

 

 

 

8. Now looking at this final section, especially the insights from 

Brooke Hempell, what—if anything—would you suggest Bethel 

consider when shaping our approach to teaching Generosity? 
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Generosity Expressions Series 
January—February 2020 

 

A sermon & study series to help us explore how God has designed us to express generosity 
  

Generosity Expressions helps us to see that there's not just one way to show generosity. 

Generosity shows up in five different expressions: monetary giving, hospitality, emotional-

relational support, volunteering-service and gifts. But each of us has a unique combination of 

those expressions, so that one person's generosity doesn't look the same as another.    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Generosity Expressions™ Profile   
  

We need as many people as possible to complete this by February 2. 
  

As a tool for this series, The Generosity Expressions™ Profile is a short online assessment 

experience that will give you helpful insights about yourself, but it will also help us create an 

anonymous report about what Bethel's generosity looks like. We need as many of you to 

complete this brief assessment as possible.  
  

Go to:   www.bethelgurnee.org/generosity   
  

(NOTE: It asks for your name and email ONLY to provide you with your 

individual results. The congregation will only have access to anonymous data). 
  

Sunday Series Schedule  
(Sermons & Sunday AM Adult Bible Study) 
  

January 26 - Volunteering / Service 

February 2 - Hospitality 

February 9 - Monetary Support 

February 16 - Gifts 

February 23 - Emotional/Relational Support 

 

 

mailto:www.bethelgurnee.org/generosity

