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Karen, Sasha, & the Bottle Cap Gift
1. What makes the bottle cap gift
a good example of generosity?
2. What are some gifts you have received which were very
generous—even if they didn’t look like it?
3. What does this tell us about generosity, especially in gift giving?
The “Trap” of Gift Giving
4. You walk into work or school. Someone has given you a Valetine’s
Day gift (as a friend!) or a gift for some other holiday. You did not
bring a gift for this person. What is your first thought?

5. “Reciprocating isn’t gift giving. It’s a trap.” Explain.

6. How does our “trapped” view of gift giving impact our
understanding of salvation by God’s grace (grace = gift)?
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Useless Beauty
7. Matthew 26:6-13 was selected specifically for this week. (In fact,
this pericope doesn’t appear anywhere in the 3-year lectionary.
The John 12 parallel is used on the 5th Sunday in Lent (Year C).
The Mark parallel only appears in the Passion Week reading).
How does this passage present the role of gifts in the Church?

8. Elvis Costello has a song called “All This Useless Beauty.”
How could the phrase “useless beauty” describe the scene in
Matthew 26:6-13?

Francis Schaeffer from Art & the Bible (1973)
A Christian should use [the] arts to the glory of God, not
just as tracts, mind you, but as things of beauty to the
praise of God. An art work can be a doxology in itself (10).

9. How does this relate to Matthew 26:6-13
and using creativity and arts to praise God?
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Questions taken from (inspired by)
Getting to Know the Church Fathers:

10. How do you feel about spending large sums
of money on architecture or decorations for
a church?

11. Assuming we all recognize that the church is
the people, not the building, does that mean the building is
therefore irrelevant?

12. How does Matthew 26:6-13 address the tension between
practical needs such as serving the poor with the need to make
a place of worship visually appealing?

13. In what ways does your church incorporate art into its
communal life? Is art a form of worship?
14. If the gifts of artistic expression are severely limited in a church,
how does that impact some people in their Christian devotion
and generosity?
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