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WHAT IS THE CHURCH.LIFE?

Each of the four Gospels prepares us for a Jewish festival called Pen-
tecost. On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God came rushing
down like Zeus from Mt. Olympus and swarmed that little commu-
nity of Jesus’ followers who believed Jesus’ dream. They all began to
speak in “tongues,” which means they lost control of their tongues
and God used their tongues to declare the wonders of God. This may
weird you out as much as it weirded out those who saw the spectacle.
Regardless of your weird meter on this one, the big issue for us is
what happened soon after that event. You can find the report at the
very end of the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, one of my
favorite passages in the whole Bible:

They devoted themselves to the apostles” teaching and to fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled
with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.
All the believers were together and had everything in common.
They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

Acts 2:42-47
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This is what community is and this is what church is and this is
why we should be able to say “community” and mean “church.” This
is what it looks like when the Spirit overcomes a group of people.
Pentecost can happen. This is what love, justice, and peace look like.
Now the most important observation: This is the kind of kingdom
society Jesus had in mind.

One of my former students, Amanda, and one of the finest I've
had in my fifteen years at North Park University, is now in a very
successful career. She finished off college with a flourish, went on to
graduate school, and now has a dream job.

Amanda recently told me she gave up on church because she can’t
find anything about Sunday morning that (1) looks like what Jesus
was all about or (2) holds her interest anymore. She can’t think that
Jesus’ mission was to create one-hour services where pastors preach
for forty minutes while passive parishioners sit (on hard seats) and
take it all in as if it is designed for them. She can’t think that spend-
ing thousands of dollars on pretty buildings is what Jesus thought
should be done with the funds of his followers. She can’t think Jesus
would want God’s called servants to spend their entire week gearing
up for a one-hour performance.

She’s right.

What many churches offer is not what you want to give your
One.Life for. Where did we get the idea that church is a one-hour
Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m.? Not from Jesus, not from his
dream parables, and not from his vision of the Kingdom.Life.

Many today are looking for connectedness in a common life, and
many are willing to devote their One.Life to that kind of society, but
what they are finding at that weekly gathering is a group of folks
gathered but disconnected. The tragedy is that it doesn’t have to be
this way. Something can be done about it. It begins if we will return
to the community vision of the earliest followers of Jesus and let
Pentecost happen all over again. Notice what we see in this earliest
of Christian communities, a life that can only be called Church.Life:

Life lived with others, regardless of who they are
Life shaped by the teachings of Jesus through his apostles

Life experienced by eating with one another
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Life swarmed by prayer

Life carried away in awe of what God was doing
Life shared economically and materially

Life welcomed by outsiders

Life expanded

Life unleashed

I think if more people were finding these things at the local
church, they’d pitch in and say, “This is what Life-to-the-Full looks
like and T want some of it!” I would characterize the community life
of Pentecost with these words:

Friendship

Teaching the faith

Common meals

Spirituality

Worship

Holistic care for one another
Integrity

Growth

What is the alternative?

Life lived alone and unsatisfied

Life shaped by someone or something else other than Jesus
Life experienced by dining alone

Life with thick spaces between you and God

Life noted by pursuing more and more stuff

Life shaped by: “What’s mine is mine!”

Life unnoticed by others

Life stunted by “groupishness” and cliques

Life protected
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