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These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Revelation 7:14
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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are pleased you chose to be with us in worship today, and pray the Lord blesses you as he
has blessed us with your presence. Our goal is to help people find the right place for them to
hear God’s word and serve His mission. We’d love to support you in that spiritual journey.
Please take a moment to complete an attendance card and place it in the Offering plate or give
to an usher. This card will help us connect with you.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated according to the Lutheran Confessions based on the teaching
Jesus gave his disciples and us that he is truly present in this meal. Confident that our sins are
forgiven, we experience our oneness with him and each other as he gathers us at his table. His
true body and blood, given and shed for us, we share in this meal as he invites in Matthew 26:2628, “Take and eat; this is My Body … This is My Blood…” Baptized Christians sharing these
beliefs are invited to receive Communion. All others are invited to the altar rail for a blessing.
Wine can be taken by common chalice, individual cup, or by dipping your wafer into the chalice.
Please address questions to the Elders or the Pastor. Non-alcoholic wine is in purple-colored
cups.

NURSERY

We have two rooms available for your use. When the service is in the sanctuary, the nursery is
down the hall just past the restrooms. If the service is held in the gym, the nursery is in the
youth room at the far end of the gym.

SERVING TODAY

TODAY’S FLOWERS ARE PROVIDED BY:
Craig Johnsen in memory of his wife, Donna J. Wheeler Johnsen, and
Kelley Dorner in celebration of Lexi’s 14th birthday (4/16).
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DIVINE SERVICE I
This service is from Divine Service, Setting One, in Lutheran Service Book.

Opening Hymn

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

LSB 463

C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution (Forgiveness)
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
P: We pause in silence to reflect on our personal sins that trouble us.
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P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy)
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Anthem

“His Deep Love”

Adult Choir

Epistle (New Testament Letter)
Revelation 7:9–17 (ESV)
9After this I, [John], looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white
robes, and from where have they come?”
14I said to him, “Sir, you know.”
And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Greeting and Collect (Prayer of the Day)
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P: Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise,
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where
true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A Reading from the Early Church
Acts 20:17–35 (ESV)
17
Now from Miletus, [Paul] sent [a message] to Ephesus and called the elders of the
church to come to him.
18
And when [the Ephesian elders] came to [Paul], he said to them: “You yourselves
know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia,
19
serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me
through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that
was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21testifying both to
Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And
now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will
happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor as
precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that
none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face
again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you,
27
for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know
that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;
30
and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away
the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not
cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You
yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were
with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’”
L: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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Song of the Word

In Christ Alone

Holy Gospel
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter.

22At

John 10:22–30 (ESV)

that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter,
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you
are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do
not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
23and
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and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and
the Father are one.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day
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Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses

Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending,
On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending;
Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us—
With grace precede us.

© 1997 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Sermon

“Paul Facing His Great Tribulation”

Acts 20:17-35

Confession of Faith
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.—And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.---And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Offering & Prayer Requests
In addition to the prayer requests already received, Pastor will pause here to see if there are
additional requests. Prayers can be thanksgivings, joy, requests for yourself, or requests for others.

Offertory (we join in singing as the offerings are brought forward to the altar)
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Prayers
The Lord’s Supper: What We Believe
All Christians who are baptized and have been instructed
are invited to receive Communion with us
if you believe as we do—that the bread is the body of Christ,
and the wine is the blood of Christ,
truly present for us for the forgiveness of our sins.
If this is a new teaching to you, or if this is different than you believe,
we ask that you wait to commune until we’ve had a further chance to talk. We invite
those who are not communing to come to the rail, cross your arms, and receive a
blessing from the Lord.
Communion Distribution
 Pastor distributes the bread, and the
Elders distribute the wine—with individual
cups or common cup. The individual trays
also contain alcohol-removed wine in the
center of each tray in the purple cups.
 Each side will be ushered from the center
aisle to the communion rail, row by row,
starting with the front.
 Go to the rail on your side of the
sanctuary, filling in starting with the
outside wall towards the center.
 Once you have received the elements, you
may remain at the rail for prayer and leave at your own pace.
 Return to your seat using the outside aisle.
 Use the distribution time to prepare yourself for communion, sing the hymns as
prayers to God, and maintain this as meditative time.
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper
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P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by
His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)

LSB 161
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The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(We offer one another a sign of peace)
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

LSB 163
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First Distribution Hymn

He's Risen, He's Risen

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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Second Distribution Hymn

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven

LSB 477

Public domain; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.; © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.

Common Dismissal
P: Now may this true body and true blood of our Lord….

C: Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Splendor and Honor

LSB 950

© 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
© 1987 K. Lee Scott; admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013448.
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